On #he Creed. ' o3

&
Zelieveth that Jesus.is the Christ is .Bon¥ .ox Gov. e fiave mor
veceiverd the spirit of bardage again uxto_fear, but wehave veceived
the spivit of adoptron whereby we cry, A Fatrrer. |

Whilst, then, we glory in.this relation, and boast in havirg God
as our Father—shall we neglect to live as the children of that all-
perfect Parent > Think not to say_within yowrselses, We have
Abraham to our juther ; jor I say unto youn that God is able of these
siones o raise up children unto Abraham. Equally vain would be
the boast of the Christian, if his practice belied that.relation, .ar
his works deelared that he wasrather of kis father the devit. .

Chiddren, obey your parents m the Lord, is an evangelies] pre-
«cept feunded on reasou and justice: if I then be & Falher, where
as my honor, saith the Lord of Hosts ¥ Wil not disobedience.and.
ngratitude, a negleet of his service and a profanation of -his name,.
fall under all the severity 'of this rebuke, Do ye thus requite the
Lord? O foolish peaple and umvise ! Is not he thy Father that kath:
bought tleee ? hath he not made and established thee? Created in Him
tmage and likeness, shall we yield our members as instruments of un—
righteousness unto six 2 Being crealed in Christ Jesus unto good
works, shall we then continue in sinf . ,
-- God _forbid ; but glorying in this relation and looking with hope-
-to the consummation eof its happy privileges, let us strive'to e |
petfect even as aur Father in heaven is also perfect, that,-at the Day
of Judgment, we may be greeted with these rapturous words,
Come, ye blessed childrern of my Fathes, inke it the kingdom prepar-
«d_for you from thebeginning of the workd. . . .

Yet although God be our Kather, and as.a Father pitieth hiso we
thildren, sodotk the Lord pily us who frar him—altheugh, by our
knewledge of this relation, we are peculiasly incited to follow that
blessed pauern in all holy conversation and goliness, there is yet
another still more important sense annexed to the word Faziien in
this Article: In the subsequent divisions of the Greed, we meet
with the Sen and {Holy Ghost, aswell as witha particularand express-
cllusien to their natwre and offices—who, with the Farker first
‘mentioned, constitute those * Three Percons in the Unity of the
Godhead who are of ene substauce, power and eternity.”* e is
ihe Father of whom the Sonis begotien, and from whom, togetBer
with the Sony the Holy Ghost procecds - He is the Fountain and
Source of that Divinity which is commun te the Triane Godhead!

And tlie priority of the Faiher consists, not i any pre-eminence
or superior excellence in Essence or Attributes, but because the
¥ather hath that Essence of Aimself; the Son by communication.

Joni the Father—or to use the language of Christ himself, as the
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