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-SEMI-CENTENNIAL REVIEW.

RISE AND PROGRESS OF THE TEMPERANCE CAUSE IN TORONTO
—EARLY ADVOQCATES, ET

Tho history of the tempesance canse in the carly days of Torente is neses-
sarily involved in mn.sidc::_glee obscurity. No authex’;tic &o:ﬂs of the “'f:?‘
attompted or accomplithed in those carly times have—30 far as the writer is
aware—been prescrvad.  The memory of the oldest inhabitant is aften, nay,
proverbially oncertain, and sometimes conflicting.  In the record herein ate
tompled, this cdement of uncertainty, especially in regard to dates or particular
crcumstances, most bo bome in mind. * We ¢o not profoess fo give a connected
hislary in detail of the Tiso and progreas of tho ‘cavse,’ but rather a fechle
offort to reviviiy some of tho soenes of those bygene days, and to bring axain
inlo loving remembranos some of thase casly pioneers in tho temperance maves
meat who, having ** served their generations according 2o the will of God, have
fz“e:i‘;n sloep.™ @

&n, 23 now, the men who were foromont in the ranks, loadors of the sma
bg.na—whxch like the 120 who met in the upper roam z?' Jerusalem, l‘:re thl:
pionsers of anew principle, deatined to disturb and ororthrow practic= and
callings thon thought to be highly respectable; liko Christians of the Apostalic
cza, they have boen charged with “tarning the world upside down ™ with their
pocaliar ideas; these mon, firm in their conviction of the richtorusness of their
cuuse, held bravely on in spite of oppesition, of frowns, and snecls, and social
jsalations ; until 20w the ago of ridicalo is s, the little ons has becomne a
thoasand ; and the irropreasible conflict * will never be ended until Aleoholiam,
tho destroying scourge of cirilization is trodden under foot by the supertiur

ower of an enlightoned Christian sentimont ; crystilized ints Jaw cnforoed by
2 ithinl men, who will £l out Paul's conoeption of a mamistrate as beinga
daumr to ol doors and & praise ‘o them that do woll.™ Alay God *poed the

Y-
Wo a; . d here a brief “ Roll of Honor® of men who, in thoi tiod
sphotes of lifo did good sezvios, and therefore onght to boheldin lovinz‘;:nom-

brance by their successors in the work :—Bishop Richardson, Judge Sullivan,
the second Mayor of Toronte, and Dr. Morriwn, who succceded him in that
honorable oftico ; Reva. James Harris, Dr. Burns. Mz, Mesvlield, John Raaf,
Egerton Ryerson, Adam Lillie, William MeClure, and Dr. Fyfo; Maurs. Dr.
John Relph, Jesse Ketchum, T, C. Sentt, Samuel Alearn, Robert Wightman,
James Wickson, John W. Waoadall, John Wightman, Maleoln McLennan, Jehin
Nasmith, Wm. . Patrick. Poter Froeland, James Luadin, Jusenh Lesalie, Thos.
Erane. Rateert Walker, James Withrow, Alexander Christie, John MeBean, E.
M. YMorphy, Edward Lawson, Edward Beckett, Juhin MaNab, Countv Crown At-
torney, Jaxeph Rowell, Andrew T. McConl, James Dabson, Tsaac White, Wm.
Shampe. and Jaseph H. Lawrence.

Daoubtless this list might be extended indcfinitely, vet theso few names given
will be reconnized by many as active workers ir: the carly davs of tho tempor-
ance movement. Chicf amonugst the powerful azencies on tho side of tempers
ance wust be named the Chridian Guanlian, reprosenting the religious press;
whilst in the secular press are the Eraminer, James Lesslie proprieter : the
Globe has been a lifelong and consistent advocate of the temperanco ro-
form.
As respects the churches who carly responded and baldlv advecated the
temperance cause, tho yalm of priority must be awardal ta the Methodist body,
the Congresationalists ranking seoond only because a little later in entering the
ficld.

There were Temperance Socicties on the “ maderation® principle heforo
Toronto assumed the diznity «f a city. but as to their auecess in reclaiming
drunkands as the term of their existence this depanent testifieth not.  Chief, if
not the only, of these was a Youny Men's Temperance Saocirty, which, for a
time, bore evervthing hefore it. Tt was hlensed with an enthusiast in the person
of Jaseph H. Lawrence., who, for that time acounplished wondem,  Joe, as ho
was familiariy alled, was a little fond of shuw and parade, and although (so it
was said) entirely innocent of any musical talent himself yet had a genius for
¢organizing, and the fruit of hix labora was scen in a ‘land.” familiarly known
as ‘“Joc's band™ of sume 20 picces.  The hand was neatly uniformed. and
decorated with a ¢ Ribbon of Blne.” 1t was anc of the sighta of thoso davste
sco Joe's band heading a Gi1and Temperance procession which ¢ foregathered * in
Jesse Ketchum'sorchand, (near where the present Temperance Hall stands on
Temperance St.) and nmoceded—headed ly Joe as drum majur, and proudly
manipulating 2 massive silrer-headed cane—-to the Methodist chureh on Ade-
laide St.. then newly crected. We learn frm ‘one who was there’ that tho
first Yotk Temneraner Society was oranized abaut 1829 jn the Methodist meot-
ing-house on King St.. and that Ezerton Ryemon and Dr Morrison were
ameongst the mast active promnter= . A

Tn those early éayx, 28 indeed verv witen since, temperance meetings wero
principally held in the churches. and ax already intimated. the Methodist and
Centregational churches went hand in hand in this work. Tt was at one of
these mectingx that Jese Ratchum was moved to *donate” the picco of 1and on
which is now Temperance St.. to the Temperance Society, for the purposo of
erecting a hall thereon, which wauld everaiter be the “hame ” of the temper-
ance olement of the city.  Such at leant was the intention of the donar.

Abnat the fall or winter of 1S34, or the spring of 1RA5, the first ' tatal
abstinence ' temperancs socicly was formed Rev. Mr Mervfield, of Zion's
Congregational church, the ministersof the Methodist chorch, Dr. John Rolph,
and othery, takinz a prominent part,

From this time forth fr.v snme years there ix nathing of particolar intereat
to chronicle.  The * Sccret ” Sacicties s eailad. beran to make their anpearance.
Thn ** Rechabites ™ were the &t in the ficld, and attained onnsiderable propor-
tionx, but about 1848 o= IS49 {mm varsaus cuses came to 2 rather inglorious
ending. Somewhere along abaut 1845 the Temperance Reformation Snaciety of
Taronto wax farmed tn huild the Temperance Hall.  This was quite 2 heavy re-
»ponsibility in these dave, 2nd speaks volumes for the plusk and spirit of the
deroted men who took the matter in charze—as somo who had the hones of be-
inz directars knew te their omt beforn all Tabilities of construction wero dis-
charzed. The Temramance ilall bailt ax before rematied on thesito donated by
Jexso Retchnm. was erectol by subaciptings mised among the atizens, Weare
informed that a chnice of lots was nlered ta the Cammittee, vix,, the xite which
they selected, and a xife at thaoarner of Yonze and Elm St the latter xite
wax then in the wnda—hgt we cannat kelp thinkiny that werotho ekalce tobe
made now the nerthem site would hoselecled. Bz thisas it mav, it is a nate-
worthv fact ac illastrating the cariv hixtary of the Pmvincr, that ear ‘now’
noble Normal Schind wac ¢ esadled " sato spaak in the Teamperance Hall @ that
is, ita meelinge wern held in the Temperanee Hall until thei present baitdings
were rexdy far them. Tn 1849, the Ontasio Division Na. 25, Sons of Temperanco
way ormanized in the Temperance Hall, whoro they enntinued to meet untilabent
two years ago when they mared {a an uptoxn meeting-place.  Tn 1859 i order
ta enconrare the gowta of the ** Saay™ the National Dirvisien held its annual
seexion in Tomenta,  Their meeting was a ted letler ema in the temperanco
arcles at that time. A mansier tamperanae demnnstration was held which not
only eclipsed all former eTorts in that direction. bat has never yet heen cqusl-
1ed by anv ximilar efort since.  The Sone of Temperanes have cver wiclded %
very considerablo inflaanen not only 07 the sacial habits of the community bat
also o7 the Temprrance Lerstation—ttaecialy in the Provineial Parliament of
Ontatia,  Abnat 1834 «ar 1833, the LOLG.T. entered the fisld and has com.
myaded espesialiv amarzst tha voanz 2 larga a!ﬂ?o'ﬁ_f opaliar favar.  Aboat
1839 the lato Han. Gs. <2 B~ywn suzredod in obuaining a Crnmitteo of the
Hoase to inquire iato all matters coans:ted with the liquor txafiz.  The prohi-




