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WHAT S1HALL THE CI-URCH DO ABOUT INTEM-
PERANCE?

Shall it do nothling? Shaîl it be sulent on a subject likec this? Shal'

the pulpit confine itself to the discussion of abstract questions o! theology,
or nietaphysics, or disputations on science? WVill anyone dcmand tuat no
word shall be spoken against suchi a destroyer as the liquor systein?

Trhe Church o! jesus Christ is the friend of humanity. It miust, there-
fore be the the enemy of mîan's eneieis. Ras miankind a more terribie
enerny than alcobiol? It unqoestionably destroys from eighty to one haun-
dred tboosand lives annually in this country alone. It sends sools to biell in
nunibers too great to be estifmated without sickness of heart. Doesn't
Christ want this work stopped ? If FRis Chîorch, feels no intercst, who
will corneto the rescue? Infidels? The non-religious?

There is no such bold, defiant, successful enemy to tbe Churcb as
strong drink. The saloons and bars bave more patrons among the young
than the Sonday School and Chorch. Rere is one cause o! small congre-
gations in cities. The yoong who bave become frequenters of sucb pilaces
conceive feelings of strong dislike for the Chorcb. Those who breltlie a
beer-laden atmosphere tbroogb the week, cannot endure tbe atmosphecre of
Goc¶'s bouse on Sunday. The conversation of the dram sh op creates a
distaste for sermons, and Bacchanal songs arc rivaIs to Zion's bynins. 'l'lie
drink habit miakes mnen poor, and robs the treasur>' oi the bouse of Cod.

The Church o! Christ is bis army of occupation. 'Must it still, sur-
rounded b>' sucb enemies, witness the progress of measores whicb threaten
its destruction, and wbich, if flot arrested, will sorely destroy it4 and refuse
to strike ? Is it cowardice, or treason, or irnbecility, that dernands the
adoption o! such a plan, and rebukzes the faintest demonstration of vigi-
lance on tbe part of tbe Chorcb ?

Unless the Chorcb trains its niembers as soldiers ta figlit against evil,
and destro>' the works of the devil, it ivill becomie a by-word arnong nien.
The boldest evils nmust receive the bardest blows. The greater the re-
si stance the more deternîined must the attack be. That is a1 strange thing,

of vhich we hear 50 much-"' You can't put it down, and it is folly to try."

Cburcb down. It is pressing forward to greater conquests. Our antago-
nism alone will prevent it from ruling Uic whole world. And its rule woold
be ruin.

Ever>' preacher and ever>' man and woman iii Christ's Chorcb should be
on one side. No politica] affiliations sbould divide good inen into parties,
wherc moral issues are at stake. Let aIl thus unite, and announice it by
significant acts, and, wben possible, by votes, and a new day îîall dam in
which run will be rebuked.-Gea. KJ. Morris, 1). V1., in llVesJdingloi Sgigare

CANNON FARRAR ON PROHIBITION.

If the governnîent o! the people ougbt to bic b>' the people, and for
the people, then it seenis monstrous that the people should lie prevented
froni having practically a voice in the determination of a niatter wbich
affects their prescrnt happiness, and even the crernal wtlfare o! their owin
sons and their own daughtcrs. If you want to have this power, ar.d yoo
bave a right to bave this power, then what I Say' tO you iS, get it. Y0o1
have votes; use tbem. Use theni in thc right direction feairlessly and
honcstly, and you miii bave donc your part to make your country more
virtuous, more prosperous, and more happy. 1 îvould ask yon flot to lie
frightcned by epigms,% .çhoever rnay have said theni, which 'vould try to
persuade you that national sottisbness is better than national restraint. Do
flot listen again to our old, timid, and cautious fricnds-you ail knov their
nanes : onc is Tiniorous, the other is \Iistrust-%vlo tell you that there is
a lion in the %%=y. If tbcre is.a lion in the way, take n> ivord for it, the
lion is chained ; and whetber be lie chaincd or not, tbe coward's and the
sluggird's lion shrinks intza a mouse before thc boid. Do flot bc terrificd
b>' the talk which will aiways be brouglit before you about practical, difli-
culies. To the brave, tic resolute and thc strong, diffictilties arc oniy like
those gossanier thrcads of the summer morning wvhich our feet tear down
by myriads when we ik through the dcw-y fields. We have been told
thiat a wavc of tcînipcmnce feeling is passing' over the country. Whant is it
that-nlakcs. a vave break upo)n rock or rîpon sind ? It is the prèssaîre of

the advancig tide. And what is it that niakcs thc tide advance ? Lt is
because thc mobile waters of the sea obey the laws of grav'itation, and the
influence of the mnoon's attraction. 'l'ie w'ave cotil( flot advance
wcre it not that the swing of the whole ocean is bchind the harbor bar.
Gentlemen, I trust that this wave of temiperance feeling wiIl be like that.
Let the force of your moral suasion, %dth its legitiinitt iachiiwrý 'if
publie meetings, he like Utie înoon's attraction steady, j>eaccftil, c-ontinu
ous and irresistible, and let the occan of public opinion bcecicr bie.ling
forward the tide of bencficcnt legislation, mntil thc tide has rolled froin
shore to shore, in Mistral floods of blessing, to bathe, to briglitun, and tu
purify thc world.

TI-IE T013ACCO HABIT.

The New jersey law, passed by the legislature, prohibiting the sale of
cigarettes and tobaccos to ininors under sixteen years of age, and inca-
sures of similar restrictive imiport under consideration b>' other legislative
bodies, forces this question into the political arenla for the first tunie since
the days of the old colonial bloc laws. 'l'le personally disgusting charac-
ter of the use of tobacco in chei. ing and sntiffing ib so patent as tu admit
of neither dcnial for defense ; and smoking, while less repulsive to al
ideas uf ,)erSG.iai deliucacy, is a puiblic nutiisc of in-otmpa;raible dîmemii-
sions. Medical -or chIemicil-bkill ham also beemi evo]Lud to define tbc'
operation and sî>ecify the effects of tobacco ulion its dci otees, ani the
verdict is that next to the use of intoxicaring liquurs the. tub)accfu habit 1s
the most prolific source of both mental and physical diîscases. Tra-cts,
essays, lectures and sermnons have been and arc being emî>ployed in thu
formation of a truc and.intelligent publikc ntiiment respcecting ihe use, of
the weed, and almost innumerable niake.shifts have been suggcsted as
temporary substitutes for those whose addiction to tic habit lias bcuint:
too strong to be overcomne b>' mere wiil force.

W'hereas a few years igo à ivas tic exception to find any sort of liul>-
lic conveyance, any, manufactory, store, or business office wbere the habit
of smoking was flot indulged in with perfect freedom-to-day the rcverse
is tîe case. Railway trains have thecir smioking cars ; street raîlways pro-
hibit smoking, unless upon the platforni. Neitlier stores lior groicry
bouses alloiv their emiployees to smoke, and in the mlajorit>' of manuifac-
tories, business offices, and shops of the land the inhibition of simoking
applies to worknmen, clerks and visitors. And yet these are but initiator>'
steps toward a more general and efficient restriction of the habit, demaindcd
alike by the conifort and saifcty of the commnunit>, no less than by the
hecalth and happincss of the indulgers. 1'hat this inusi couicaou
througli legislation seems a foregone conclusion, and this New jersey
statute, applying to minors of sixteen years and under, mia>' be accepted as
the initiatory step in thc direction of legisiative restriction. It is, o! course,
so partial and imperfect as alrnost to init the title of anr cleniental lessomi
in contempt of law for the sharp youth of the stnte, but its failure should
only operate to stimulate future law miakers to the enactinent of nîcasures
whicb can bc enforced, and under the operation o! whîch, in time, the
filthy and injurious practice will, it is to be hopcd, becomic entirely obso.
letc.-Kansas ilcthodist.

SHO)ULD A CHRISTIAN MINISFER USE WINE?
AN INCIDENT.

At an ecclesiasticail convention a discussion on temperance, broughit uli
tic winc question. A part o! the clcrgy went for its entirc distise, and a
part took the side o! nioderate use. At length ani influential clergyman
rosc, and ruade a vehemnent argument in favor of wine drinkrng, denouincing
thc radical reformers for attempting to bamnsbi this custoni.

W'ben bc had rcsuied bis seat. a la>nian, trcmibling with cinutiun, rose
and asked if lie mighit spceak. Permission grantcd, he said: "M.Moder-
ator, it is flot my> porpose to answer the learned argument y-ou have just
heard. 1 once knew a father in mioderate circumistancecs, %vho ias at inîoch
pain and sacrifice to educate a beloved !son at college. liere bis son be.
came dissiritcd ; but after lie biad graduated and returned to bis horne, the


