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A DENOMINATIONAL ORGAN,

An overtaro on this subjoct from tho London Synod
was supported by Dr. Proudfoot, who thought
that such o medium as n weokly nowspaper
would greatly advance inany intorests of the
Church, 1ocould not withdruw tho overturo,
but Lie viould recommond the Assombly to voto
it down, aud hoped that ali tho membors of it
would oxtond their hearty support to tho Brits
ish Amorican Presbyterian, publishod by
private enterprise. Had that paper been fn ex-
fatonco n yecar ngo, bis overtura would never
have been introducod,

On motion of Mr. Mullon, after soure discusston, It
was resolved that tho overturo be rejected,
AND THAT THE ALOVL-MENTIONED PAPER 81 RR-
COMMENDRD TO THE MINISTERY AND MEMBRRS
OF TUL C.D, CHURCHE A8 WOKTHY OF THUIR
HEARTY BUPPORT.~From Proceedings of General
AssemMly,

British American Lresbyterinn,

TORONTO, FRIDAY, AUG, 2, 1872,

T0 CORRESPONDENTS AND OTHER_S-

We wish again to state most expli-
citly that we do not endorse everything
that may bo contained in the letters of
our occasional correspondents.  OQur ob-
ject is to let all sides be henrd where di-
versity of opinion is both possible and
natural.  Of course we claiin, andshall
exercise, the right of closing our col-
umns to any discussion when we think
its farther prosecution would not be for
edification. But where civil, moderate
language is employed, wo arein favor
of great freedom of <peech. In our
short editorial expertence we havelenrn-
ed how touchy sometimes, even good
people aro. dtup my paper” has
more than onzo been the resalt of the
appearance of very Larmless letters,
We cannot help this, though we must
candidly say, that such conduct shows
a very foolish, nay, even childish spint.

For instance, we did not sympathize
with “One Who Knows” in his stric-
tures on Dr. McLeod, but weve we to
name the writer af that letter, everyone
would acknowledge that in candour,
manliness, high Christian character,
and feerless adherence to what he be-
lieves to be right, he does not rank see-
ond to any man in Canada. We were
convinced he was wrong in his estimate

of the McLeods, but we conld not close i

the only channel be had for expressmg
his opinion. The other side has now

AT

THE PRESENT ELECTIONS,

—

e raust again raize our voico, how-
over fecble it may be, against tho brib-
ery which is being rosorted to a6 wn-
blushingly at the present time, Wo
feol ashamed thet g0 many from whom
better things might havo beon oxpeeted,
are so vendy to look upon their votes as
marketablo articles to be knocked down
to the highest hidder.  Are any of our
veaders of that class? We hope not.
Ave nuy of them ready to offer bribes,
which is wuch worse? We lope not,
but we have our fonrs,  There is ne
use of talkmyg of tho corrmpt slate of
the Logislature, and the mean venal
churucter of many members of Parliu
went These ave what they are heenuse
| the grent mass of the people is what it
iv.  Trom Township Couneils upwards,
there is more or less of chiselling. In
their eagorness to get on, very many
arc not caroful to look at the means
they employ for the purpose, and things
ave, thercfore, done and sttempted every
day that will not very well stand a rigid
examination.  There is neither sonse
uor truth in ringing the changes npon
tho bad character of our members of
Parlinment, and their strong tendency
to use their position for their own ad-
vancement. They are no worse than
others, very likely not so bad as some
of those wha write editorinls in their
condemnation. Both in this country
and the States, it is well known that
the most wretched hacks who are writ-
ing to order and for bread,, auything
that may suit their emnployers, and in-
jure better men than they etther are or
ever will be, nassume o lofty air of in-
tegrity and virtue, declame on patriot.
ism, and denounce bribery. The great-
est parasites of literature, 1f they can be
said to belong to literature at all, they
will elaim to overturn Ministeries, and
reform nations, till one feels that Dick-
ens’ Eatenswill Gazette hins not a bit of
carienture nbout it. **A sense of public
duty’ urges them on! A sense of public
duty ! ! ¢

If we could all be induced to sweep,
every one before his own door, wo should
be much nearer Reform than we are,
and should have much better represen-

represented.  That is certain. But
what can be expeeted from these who
will sell their votes for a dollar or a
dram? Nothing, but that they should
hiave representatives like themselves.

PRISON CONGRESS.

There has been o great *internation-
al Prison Congress' lately held in Lon-
I don Iingland, at which were read a
! groat many papers on different phases
of Prison Reform.

Perhaps good was effected, but we
are somewhat sceptical of the results of
these Congresses or Conventions o
whatever one likes to call them where &
number of people gather together to do
a great deal of talking, and paper-rend.

; ing, on this that and the other subject.
. The beneficial effects of sueh meetings
1 are nut very patent as a gencral thing.
" They have thewr “busmess sederunts,”
1 and their “‘public conferences” with
, any quantity of declamation, and cheer-
ing, which are asually called an *in-
terchange of views.”

We should be very sorry to say a
sigle word in disparagement of houest

tatives. The noble people will be nobly"

been even more than fully heard, and | work for the advancement of any really
we must therefore dechae to have uny | deserving cause, but these ave not the
more on that subject. Its importance ways in which good, stecessful effort
is notsweh as would justify further dis- | erther for the prisoner or the down-trod-
cussion, unless ** Une who knows™ de- | den, has been put forth. It has ceme
sires to sny anything in nddition,  to be a business and a hobby with some

Will it be believed that persons who | folks, this “running” conferences and
had expressed great sympathy with as | convoeations,  We fuil to sce the prac-
in our enterprize and hicarty approval of | tical results ay at all commensurato with
our labours. would be satisfied with | the ado that is suade. We don't think
nothing but the discontinuunce of their , John Howard even in the present day
‘¢ papers” after that letter appeared ? | could have done much as “‘essayst,” or
It is this childish toncilmess among re- | chief speaker for the day, or answerer
ligious people that makes u religions, . of the question bag at & conference on
and still more a denominational periodi- | prisons or of any other kind.  He was
cal, such a risky undertaking,  If, how. | too busy, actually doing hard, repulsive
ever, offences come, they must come. | work, and then making known the re-

We don't expeet to please every onc., sult of hislabours and the character of '

But if | the fact he had ascertained.  We hope
the Prison Congress will be followed by
some practical result though we thus
speak, and wo lave just hinted a fear
because the practical results of many
other conferences begun and carried on
with & great deal of fuss have not been

veory manifest or very encouraging.

We don't wish to give offence. l
the Britisit AMBRICAN PRESBYTERIAN is
to serve any useful purpose, it will some- \'
times contain statements far from pal-
atable to some of its veaders, and if they |
fly off at & tangent on that account we
may be sorry, but we would not have it
otherwise.

READING SERMONS,

Wo foar that the custom of reading
scrmons in the pulpit is on the inerease
inull Presbyterian bodies,  Pity, we
must add, that it s so.  What profes-
sedly is gained in corrooiness of diction
and olearnoss of statement is far more
than lost in othor and very obvious
ways. No doubt there liave been great
and effective preachers wlho read their
disecours. s, But thoy were great not
becanse they did this, but in spite of it.
It i3 vory wide of auny possible defence
for ordinary men to refer to such preachs
ers as Jonnthan Bdwards, or Thoias
Chalmers, or Robert Candlish,

Such o practice would never be tul-
ernted al the bur, or in Porlinment, and
we have nover seen any feasible reasons
for having n different lnw for tho pulmt
and its work. It has nover been ac.
coptable to any very great number of
the people, aud wherever it has come
to be generally provalent, has it not
given intimation of something like deeay
in spirituality and powor 2 No doubt the
opposite plan of talking away at ran.
dom, *without notes,” and with searce-
ly any previous study, is, if possible,
still worse. It is worse than offensive
to hear very young ministers, and oven
very young students, mentioning, asif
by way of boast, liow they had got a
text only « very sliort time before going
into the pulpit, or even after they were
there, No wonder in such cases that
“the hungry sheep look up and are not
fed.” But it does not follow that there
is no medium between those two plans,
Painful eerbatim commitling to memory
is surely not indispensable.  If o min-
ister thorouglily stndics his subjeet, and
marks out distinctly his full conrse of
argament and illustration, ought ho not
to be able to speak it with as much free-
dom, fluency and effect ns a barrister
with a brief Lic has mastored

It is agreat pity to notico so many
of our younger ministers especinlly
getting into this reading habit, the
more especinlly as there does mnot, in
the majority of cnses, seem any reason
forit. They are not nervously bash-
ful, aud they are not deficient in ready
and correct utterance.

The supposed prejudice of hearers
against **read sermons,” hasits root in
the nature of things, though we are
bound to add that the practice has tlus
in its favour—it presexves from endless
digressions, and insures that the preach-
er stop when he is done.

——— . P ot ——

THE EXPULSION OF THE JESUITS
FROM GERMANY,

The luw for the closing of all Jusuit
Establishments within the limits of the
German Ewmpire, hias been promulgated.
Six months are allowed for winding up
the different concerns. The native
Jeswts are to be allowed to reside within
certain limits, The foreign ones must
actually leave the country.

The whole number of Jesuits amounts
to 8,809. Uf these 788 are w the Ger-
man Empire. This however gives a
very taint ides of the power or extent of
that celebrated fraternit~. These 798
Jesuits are but as the staff of officers
commanding an army of ot less than
eighteen thousand priests and eleven
thousand other agents. Even this, it iy
said by those who can speak with auth-
ority, dves not give the full force of the
mighty machine of which the Jesuits
pull the wires.  Most of the students at
Theological Colleges are entively under
the authority and influence of the
*fathers,” so that the Jesuit avmny is
calculated at not less than fifty thousand
,in Germany elone.  Such an organiza-
i tion as that will not be brohen up and
v expelled without serions difficulty and
 determined opposition.

i When one of the accredited Papal
rorgans writes as follows it may be
, well understood that mischief is intend.

! t—

*The Pope wishing to bring about a concilia-
tion with governments by the use of bonevolent
means, has mado to thom too many concessions.
 Ho seen now that the honr of mercy is

passed, and that it ia neeessary to inaugurate
| sooner or later an era of inexorablo justice. If
States cease to recognize the Church, the
Church in its tarn will find iteelf obliged not to
recoghize the State. The world then will be
| the witness of crucl conflicts, ard goveruments

will err if they beliove that the masses will be

on their side. Thoe Church has never Jost Ly
| waiting; but when onco its resolution is taken,
! the exccution of it is not to be hindered.
Pruesis, in » singular manner, hurries the honr
in which the measure of patience will be ex-
hausted, and it may happen that this patience
will cosss precisely at tlio moment when the
Prassisn monarchy
have it prolonged.”

will find it to itw interest 2o

Wo at the samo timomorathan donbb
if tho steps taken for the expulsivm of
the Jesuita are wise or politic or ov'en
Just.  Individuals and communities .0
to be judged by ovort acts and punished
for these. It is not enough to say that
they are dangerens to tho well-being or
exintonco of the State in any case. To
drive men out of a country on vague
general charges liko these, has veory
much the appearance of porsevution.
Suspicion is not enongh, Neither iy
arguing from the very nature of the
prineiples held. 'These Jesuits are Ro-
mish mssionaries.  Why then should
thoy beoxpelled before they can bo proved
to have broken n single law?  'I'lns 1s
the very thing Protestants have been
objecting to Roman Catholic Govern-
ments that they oapclled Protestunts
and Protestant mmssionaries who had
broken uno law, and aim at nothing in-
jurious to the country. Would this not
also justify Ileathen governmentsin ox-
pelling Christian Missionaries 2 All
right to fight the Jesuits by all legiti-
mate means, but it is well to consider if
the means employed actually are legiti-
mate, We fear in the casoof Germany
they are not. In our zeal against
Romanism we must take care that we
do not endorse a principlo that would
strike a blow at all aggressive and hving
Protestantism.  Punish law-breakers
and conspirntors by processof law when-
ever found guilty. Farther than that is
only evil and that continually,

At tho same time it is only fair to
acknowledge that the record of the
Jesuits has been such as to make all
civil governments have a wholesome
dislike to them. They havebeen politi-
cal plotters from the beginning, and
they ever work stealthily and in the
dark. XEvengood Catholic Governments
have not been able to stand the pre-
sence of the redoubtable fathers, and
very possibly the terrible, yet wary
Chancellor has learned by experience,
thet their presence in Germany iy in-
compatible both with German Unity and
mtellectual progress.

THE COMPARATIVE MORALITY OF
PROTESTANT AND ROMAN CATH-
OLIC COUNTRIES.

* A Protestant of the Protestants ™
writes us o leng indignant letter, pro-
testing against the attempts sometimes
made to show that there is a higher de-
gree of morality among Protestants than
among Roman Catholics, 1o urges
that it is not fair to take different coun-
tries for ‘comparison and contrast, but
that the Protestants and Roman Cath-
olics living in the same countries should
be taken in such comparison. If this
were done, then, ho argues, that as far
as illegitimacy is concerned, the com-
parison would be in favor of the Roman
Catholie. We beliove that as far as the
Roman Catholic Irish are concerned,
this is the fact, if comparison be made
between them and the Scotch or the
Luglish.  But it does not hold good as
between the Roman Catholics and Pro-
testants of the same race, in the same
country. The French or Irish Protes-
tants are not more immoral than their
Roman Catholic fellow countrymen,
nay, not so much, nor the Italians, nor
the Spaniards. The contrast in the
matter of llegitimacy between Scotch
Presbyt.rians and Irish Roman (‘nth-!
olics has often been remarked, and is
not to be denied, yet, on the other hand, l
what a preponderating number of the !
city waifs are both Trish and Catholic;
while, as far as crime is concerned, the
prison statistics of every country where
Roman Catholic Irish are found, show
the bad pre-eminence they have attained
in violenco and lawlessness.

The pravalence of illegitimacy is sadly
to be deplored, and it is & matter of just
regret tunt it is becoming much greater
in all parts of Canadn than it was twenty
or twenty-five years ngo. We have
heard ministers who have been long set-
tled in this country say that more re-
cently they have had more cases of dis-
cipline from this cause in one year, than
thoy used to have in ten. Condemna-
tory public opinion on the subject is not
so strong asit was. Isthat notin other

words saying that the tonc of morals
is gradually becoming lower, and that
tke * girls of the period " are not so
pure and virtuousas their motherswere ?
Apparently 2o, aud yot we should be
very loth to believe that this is the fact,

PRESBYTE

RIAL TYRANNY,

A sapposed enaso of this kind iy Seot,
land is at present rojoicing tho hearts of
all haters of Presbyterinus and a1 whe
Jdfect sueh brond elmvelism thint it o
diNienlt to say what they beheve, o
whe her or not thoy believe muything,
We raerred to the enso lnst week, A
Free ¢hurch Minister of Duande fo.
cently prec-ched to a Uunitarian ¢
gregation ju London, and was cnlled ty
account by his Prosbytery for doing v,
The consequence Wt o howl of ingjg,
nation against the Preshytery by thog
who claimed to bo 4 liberal” in )y,
views, headed of eonrse ¥ the Bdinburg)y
Stotsman, Tt was seandalous, It g
unpardommble.  The Seofanan waxeq
wdignant, fusay and sareastie 1y turns,
Why, it «aid. if Unitavinns weio such
heathens, they the moxe :-eeded {o he
preached to. Al thisrant 1 casily meg
by the simple statement that the gen.
tleman in question il not preach as g
migsionnry, but as & friend of the miy.
ister of the congregation, and conse.
quently woull naturally withhold both
in preaching and prayer any reforence
to the Divinity of Christ and kindreq
important fruths, as that would have
been offensive tu his audienee- It wog
so fur homologating the opinions char.
acteristic of the congregation and con.
sequent'y we cannot see that the Pres.
bytery could well do anything clse, if it
was to be faithful at all, but call upon
tho minister in question for explan.
ations and a promise not to follow such
a course in future, This everlusting
«libeval " tall has got tivesome, and is
the poorest of all possible cants.
AP e

SELF-SACRIFICE IN THE CHURCH,

We call attention to the letter of P.
Q. which states somowhat unpleasant,
but we are afraid, incontrovertibie facts,
We mny all, both ministers and people,
ask ourselves what sacrifices we are
making for n cause which wo suy is
above all other causes, and which we
professedly desire to advance by every
means in our power. Lvery means in
our power ? Surely that is something
very much like a joke. What means of
any kind are many of us employmng 2
It would be difficult to say. Now and
then at_church, and & penny to thecol-
lection. That is about all. A good
mauy are honestly and conscientiously
at work, no doubt. But have they on
anything like every pound of steam?
Are they working with anything like the
same enthusinsm with which they plan
and speculate for the extension and con-
solidation of thoewr worldly basiness?
Bat we don't mean to hang an
editorial on our correspondent s letter.
Perhiaps some of his words are a little
strong, though really we cannot say they
are too strong.

READING IN THE CARS.

A distinguished oculist says, in refer-
ence to the habit of reading in the cars,
the constant motion and oscillations of
the car render it impossible to hold the
book in one position—its distance from
the eye is constnntly varymng, and no
matter how slight this vairation may be.
it is instantly compensated for by the
eye, thus keeping the organ constantly
employed accomtmodating itself to dis
tance. Thisbecomes futigning, the eyes
have a sort of weary, heavy fedling, and
if the reading is persisted in soon, be-
come * bloodshot” and painful. We
have of*en observed young misses, in-
tently engaged 1n the persual of some
romance while upon n rapidly moving
railway train, who have only heen able
!'to finish their story with pereeptible dis-
‘ comfort. We have noticed them rabb-
"ing their cyes, siufting their positions,
i and holding their buuks at various dis
, tances from the eye, making the greatest
i effort to seo with eyes that have already
! been fatigued heyond endurance. Such
{ practices lead to scrious nyury to the

eyes, and it is not unfrequently the cas
| that the oculist is called upon to pres:
| eribe for o patient who has paralysis o
the visual power of the eyes, produce
‘ by reading in railway cars.
!

the life of & Christian is an habitual
« course of calling upon Gwl, Tolive “‘{”"
out vrayer is the surest mark of n Christ:

| Tess soul.

t T, :seeret of addressing children well
is to help them to think up toward yor
y level, instead of trying

their level. As to language,

whether a minister ought ever

1 donlt
o used

average lad of twolve years ctm“:r
understand. The great Teacher nev
used a big word.——Theodors Cuylet.

to tnlk down lo:

word in any of his ser.nons which 84




