
BOOKSELLER AND STATIONER

REMINISCENCES 0F EARLY
WINNIPEG TRADE.

I l IL' tragic dath ai Mr. Alex. Taylor,
last month, and the cansequent change

in the ownership ai the book and stationcry
business conducted by hilm. bas set aid.
timners recalling incidents of the book trade
in the seventies, and the changes that have
since occurred.

Donaldson's uised ta be the baokstore par
excellence ai Winnipeg in thase days and
did a flourisbing business. About 1876
Alex. Taylor. then a youth af about 19 or
zo, came up from Ltndsay, Ont.. and went
inta, Danaldson's business as a clerk. He
had previausly warked at the samne business
in Ontario. ShortIy alter this Parsons &
Richardson. bath Toronto men, started in
business in the samne fine just across the
street lramn the Post Office, and amang
thetr staff was a MNr. C. H. Black. About
1878 Or 1879 NIr. Taylor left l)anildsan's
and started in business for bîmnself, the
flrm being known as lienson & Taylor. and
their stand being near the corner ai Ban-
natyne and 'Main.

About î88o, Donaldson sold aut ta Ken-
nedy & Stramne. Afterwards Strame left
and went ta P'ortage la P'rairie. Kennedy
last bis healtb and the business was sold ta
a %Ir. Martimer from Montreal. who carried
it an until sometime in '8 or '86. when be
soid to J. Il. Ferguson. Meantînie Nlr. C.
H. lllack had left Winnipeg and gone ta
Regina, where he did. and is doing, a large
and flourishing business. Mr. Ferguson
about thtee years aga decided ta give up
the bulk ai bis business and sold out ail but
a few lines ta MIr. Alex. Taylor. who thus
became passessed af wbat was practicaily
the old Donaldsan business, in which he
had !erved bis apprenticeship.

At this time the Ferguson business 'vas in
the Nlclntyre block. and thither MIr. Taylor
moved bis own stock, cambining the twa
businesses. ln February, ai 1898. in com-
mon witb ather tenants ai that block, INr.
Taylor was burned out. He started busi-
ness again immediately above Ilrtage
avenue, and as soon as the new Nlclntyre
block was canipleted. sometime in Decem.
ber last, hie moved inta ane af the hand-
somest and mast canvenient bookstares in
Canada. Herche cantinued doing business
until the first week af july last. One
Nlonday evening a friend spoke ta, bim as
he was boarding a car for bis home. between
iti and 12 p.m. lHe was neve. seî again
alive. The following Thursday evening
bis body was found floating in the Red

river. Just what happened no anc wiil
ever know but the calm Sumnier moan, and
she baq neyer been known ta tell a secret.
There was no sign ai violence and bis
watcb and papiers were ail in arder in bis
pockets. A very prafouind feeling ai regret
spread tbrouigh the community, for few mien
bad been mare generally liked than " 1Alex.
Ta.ylor." lie was anly in bis forty-seconcl
ycar and uninarried. Three sisters. ail
residents ai Winnipeg, lament bis uintimtcly
end. I-is business was wound up by tht
executors and offered for sale, and the
pîircbaser is NIr. C. 11. MIack, af Regina,
the former employe ai the old Parsons &
Richardson business. Sucb is the wbirligig
ai lime.

Mr. Bllack, baving taken aver the busi-
ness. bas gone west ta Regina ta close out
bis business there. lie bas been a very
successiîil man in Regina and bas ta a
considerable extent kept in toucb witb lufe
ai WVinnipeg, and, in spite af the rapid
changes of tht West, there are stili many
wbo remember bim vlhen he was in WVinni-
peg. lie is reported as having ample
capital ta extend the business. wbicb is
tharougbly well establisbed. and bad been
lortunate in retaining the services of Mr. J.
A. Hart, wbo is well and %videly known
among the book-buying public ai Manitoba.

E. C. il.
Winnipeg, Aug. 30. 18S99.

BOOK TRADE IN MONTREAL.

T H-E trade in Montreal arc busy witb

!chool and college text books. Later
on the library business wilI open out,

and already preparatians are in sight for the
Christmas and holiday trade. The *W.er-
nicke elastic baokcases. sa successiully
piaced an the market by the WVilliam l)rys-
dale Company arc proving ani important
factor in creating a revival in book collect.
ing. Thc unit system proves so convenient
that it became a real pleasure ta add ta,
oriels iibrazy froni lime ta, lime. Vuring
the past Iew wceks tbcy have bccn popular
as wedding presents. The agents arc
pleased ta send descriptive pamphlet ta aIl
wbo send in their addresses.

The reduction in price ai llarper's
Montbly ta 25c per capy shauld stîmulate
the sale considcrably.

"The book tracte,- say The Montreal
News Ca.. ', will be pleased ta, learn tbat
a new collection of Dr. I)rummond's poemns
in Frencli-Catiadian dialect will soon be
issued." Amang the many books ta be
specially bandled by Thc Montreal News

Ca. will bc: Il King's àlirror,"I by Anthony
Hope "Stalky & Ca.." by Rudyarl Kilp-
ling : Kit Kennedy," by S. R. Crockctt.

Trhe (lemantl for the 15-vOlume set ai
Kipling's works bids fair ta soon exbaîist
the edition. andl as this is thie first set af
Kipling's works furnisbed camplet in tîni-
forni style. it wvill doubtless very soon be
sold at a preiniuni. The numnber printeci
n'as limiteci, and thie eclition ivili not be
republislied. (irders, therefore. sbould be
sent in witbout delay.

lîîtercst lit the piesent lime centre, largely
arotind the Transvaal. Montreal has bez.n
visîted recently by ltev. Mr. Meiring and
wife, framn Johannesburg. asnd the papers
there bave interviewed bim muliv. lic sides
witb the Boers, and makes out a very good
case. Wc arc sbartly ta, bave a new book
irai tht Appletans. of Newv Vork, wbicb
certainly will be a tiimely publicatian-Oom
lPaul's Pleop)le.' by Hloward C. Ilillegos.
This is ta be issued about September ia.
This work prescrnts. [-rm the most authori-
tative and recent -"inside - information, the
lloer's side ai the case. The book is ta be
fully illustrated, and will include several
new phatographs ai the l're.àdent ai the
S)nuth Airian Repuisc. Whiic British
capital bas been the power~i bebînci the de-
velopment ai the Transvaal. Anicrica
(wbicb includes this Canada ai ours) bas
furnisbed muc.b ai the brains by wbich the
capital bas been utilized. In a word, Mir.
1-lîllegos sets forth that the present crisis,
wbich must inevitably resuit in war. bas
been braugbt about solely by London stock-
jobbers andi a gi-cat clique of international
politicians.
Miontreal. August 31, 1899.

POINTERS ON WINDOW DRESSING,
'rhe varying forces ai window dressing

and interior decorating musî aIl be called ta
the assistance of the salesman.

l'eopie in its sense jîdge a store or window
by its Ilfront. - Considerable profits arc ta
be derivcd froni a weli.dressed window or
store.Tenteqeiotacndrisbt
nicans czn you adopt, or best fixtîires to
use. so0 as ta abtain the desiied results. We
wouilc cati the attention ai readers ta the
illustrations in anotber part ai ibis journal.
and can recommend it tn, the trade as the
Most useful piece ai store furniture on the
mîarket for window dressing or intesior store
decorations. Tbey -ire adjusiable ta anny
angle, andi bave an aiitamatic spring lack,
made in 8 sizes, andi finislied in severai
calai-s, ta miatch store fixtures.

Every up-ta date mrchafnt should not be
wilhout ane or niare af thest display stands,
as tlîey wilI marc than pay for theraselves
in avery short lie.


