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tit‘l'uully to prayer, snd the Ministry of the
Word. We long to seo this principle esta-
blished in Methadism : if it were, ‘we have
no doubt, after the vory first year, thero would
bo n lurge increase in the number of mem-
bers of the Church, the Missionary contribu-
tion would be ut least double what it is now,
and the people, stitred up by such a praise-
worthy example, would come willingly to
theic help on all occasions, and neither Vic-
torin College nur any other of the Connex-
jonal Tunds, would require replenishment
from the Government Treasury.

Similarviews of Clutreh Government cor-
responding to lay-representation, are held by
multitudes of our fellow clristiang, under the
Presbyterian aud Congregational systems;
even the Church of England commits a large
oart of its management to the laity, and
there isa prospect of additional concession
being made to them,  We might shew the
nhanrdity of the assumption of the Clergy
to govern the Church absolutely by supposing
that on the oceasions which wo have alluded
to in the history of the Church, that aste
the first, Peter had sisen up with the eleven
only, and spoken to this effect :—The choice
of a successor, to Judas, being a very impor
tant affiir, it rests only with the cleven to
appoint one; consequently a council of the
Apostles must be held, the multitude must be
excluded, as we do not wish them to hear and
discover all our mutises. 1t being desirable
to tctain our power, 88 ignorant mukitudes
cannot justly appreciate the most important
matters of Church Government.  The same
night bave been anid with equal propriety in
relation to the chuive of deacons, and with
much more apparent reason as to the decree
binding on the Chureh at Antiochi; but even
in the last the multitude were as much con-
sulted asin the others,

In tho demand made by us for lay-repre-
seutation, the ohject is not that the lay-repre-
sentatives should juterfere in the spiritugl
duties of Mmiders, duing the sittings of
Conference. They de not wish to be made
wernkers of the Conltrence, so much as re-
presentatives of the peaple on oll subjects of
which the people are judges, and in which
they are interested,  Therefore it is not re-
quired that these representatives should be
vducated for the Miniry, to enahle them to
take part in the deliberations of the Confor-
ence.  But the Clergy should be the last to
ohject to Iny-tepresentatives as being ignor-
unt of many saljects connected with the du-
ties of the Condtrenee, while thewnselves are
nut @ distinct clons from the penple, but were
selerinlontalthom jandifthe people are 1gno-
mint who ix to blame, but the Clergy who are
pand for teac dng then,  Suvely they do not
mean to underrate theie own success somuch
asto adwit, theve thero innone among the laity
sufficiently wellinformed tobe worthy ofaseat
iu tho Conference !

But when we consider the ignorance of the
multitude in the Apostolic age, there being
faw books, no printing, and no gencral syatem
af eduearion, the Clergy of the present
day have littlo exense in preventing Iy mem-
burs frum taking part in the Government of

to themselves, and with regard to some sub-
jects in which they are engaged, much better
informed.

We do not believe that the Mcthodist
Clergy can justiy be charged with holding
the doctrine of Apostolic Succession in the
Priesthoud, and of the indelible chavacter of
ordination. But we shall give the following
extract from a celebrated writer of the lost
century, who wrote before the Methodist
body was in existence, leaving the reader
to judgo whether it is not inconsistent
in them to oppose the pretensions of the
Clergy of the Church of Englaund, while they
advance us far in the same piinciples as the
age und the institutions of Methodism will
permit.

“It is undeniably proved by numerous
“texts of scripture, that no one Christian
“has more power than another: that the
“ [Holy Ghost fell upon all believers alike,
“and that they had all the power of doing
“miracles af*er they had received the Holy
“Ghost.  We are so far from being told in
* Holy Writ, that elders, postors, and teach-
“ers (for all priesthood is plainly abolished
“by our Saviour in any ot'ier seunso than as
* gllchiristians are Priests) are alwaystochioose
“one ancther ; that even an Apostle, in the
“first of the Acts, is-chosen by the congrega-
tion—Brétesh Journal, 1723.—Cato’s Let-
ters.,
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NEXT PRESIDENT OF THE
CONFERENCE.

We hear it rumored, that the Rev, M
Scott, lute editor of the Guardian, is likely
to fill the impmtant office of President of the
Conference.  We do not wander at the selee-
tion of a person who so ably, faithiully, and
consistently  fulfilled the dutics of editor
of the Guardiar ; and we predict with assu-
rance, that a similartestimony willbe recorded
in relation to the office of President.

We higlly approve of the selection of Mr.
Scott; and we are sure, that the great body
of the Ministry and Membership will be of
our opinion, Ifis eppointment canuot fail to
be popular, nor the duties of it cffectually
performed.

The question suggests itself, how will the
Rev. Mr. McNab like this, afier the attack
made by him on the reputation of Mr. Scott,
during the sittings of Conference of last
year?

We have, hitherto, abstained from giving
any gratuitous opinion on this subject; but
the above report having reached us, it has
beeome our duty to make a few observations
an the accasinm.

Whaen we speak in confidential anticipa-
tion in favour of’ Mr. Scott, as President, we
particululy mean to say, that there will be
no resort, oa his part, o any species of ma-
naruvring to influence the votes of the mem-
bers of Conference. .

We are fue from beiug able to say that this|
was not the cgse in the attempt of certain
members to carry into offect the plans of Dr.
Ryerson, their political leader.  Many of the
most upright and undesigning, among the
Jjunior Preachers, will remumber how assidu-
ously Mr. McNab drew theirattention 1o the

burch: who are natinferioris knowled

necemity of a change - in the editorial

ment of the Guardian, with reference to ity
literary character.

This was the ostensible reason given for a
chapge in the editorship ; but the real inten-
tion undeniubly was, the removal of Mr.
Seott, to.place a more pliant individual in his
place—more at the disposal of the nine, with
Dr. Ryerson at their head,

As a proof of this, we give the following
extract from the Guardian, published while
Mr. Scott was editor, which spenks for his
fidelity, We lhavereason to befieve, that Mr.
Buchanan's letters would have been inserted
in the Guardian, had it not been for his in-
terference i—

Mr  Buchunan's Letters.—Various prejudicial ru.
monrs beng w circulanon, respeciing the nuttinsertion
i our puper, of Mr. Buchunan's loug Letters on
Mimsterial nffurs, we thitfk it proper to set our renders
right in the mntter. We eaw that the letter was -
serled by wany of aur cutemporanies, and nre nware
that they were very hutdsomely remanernted Tor their
trumloy and onr fear was, that it would be nﬂ‘:-re_ul to
us for publicanon, when we did pot wan ot Oflered
it was, and we refused i, It is true, that its publica-
tion, ne an advernsement, wonld have bronght a largo
smn mto the vofters of the Conference establizlments
113 trne thut thut sup, and the profits on many extra
copies of anr gnpcr, wonld have nmonnted perhaps to
£60 or £70; but we rejected the money fur the wnke
of principle. And, why! Simply beeate of the
NUN-POLITICAL, AOGpARTY pouting of the Christan
Guariian, While we bear the weizhty, yet welcome,
reaponsibilities of the management of that paper,—so
long nathe expreecund wine direction of the Confer-
ence to ns ia—=Meddle noz atall wih party politics, we
shall shan them, ag-we liave serupulovsly done during
the fonr years it haa been anr hononr to conduet this
Journal, “Neawher policy, nor saules, nor frowns, aor
pay shal) indnce or compel the present editor ol tho
Guardian to sivlate the laws, and comunt the sacred
and dearest interests of his Conferenes, or dese rato
and degrade tho unblembied and fofly character of
thu Wesleyau-Methodist Church.

We cnn insagine an incipiont blush, indic-
ative of rising shame and self candemmation,
on the part of Mr. MeNab, when he meets
his injured biother, in a place when to face
him is unavoidable. Our readers will think,
perhieps, that we arc teo hard upon Mr,
McNab, but we know too much of him, in
his capacity of auxiliary to Dr. Ryerson, in
the objectionable system of traficking the in-
flucnce of the community for Government
aid in money ; besides, we bave nothing pei-
sonal against Mr. McNab, nor have we
against any other Minister.of the Church.

We regard them as public characters, and
the object of our journal is, to eriticize pub-.
lic conduct, and to exposetin them what we
know suund believe to be injurious to the
Church,

The other Candidate for the Presidency,
we hear, is the present Sceretary of the
Conference, who will, of course, have the
support of bis brethren of the nine. Mr.
Scott, however, will be the unbiased choice
of the numerical mojority, as well as of the
advoeates of the best interests of Methodizm.

Shoald, however, Dr. Ryeison retum from
Europe in time to meet the Conference, Mr.
Seott’s election may be doubtful, as all such
appointments are under the control of him,
whom some coll the Bunting, sud others the
Juhn Toronto, of Methodism.

How long will the majority of the Confer-
ence submit to the dospotic rule of one
individual 1

Extent of the Solar System~'The mind
fala.10 torm anexast not.on af-v postion of apace sa
unmensc: Fut suine faint Wea of.it way Le ohiained
from the facy, that il the swiftest rece-hinrse everhnown
had brgaun 1 tiaverse i, at Tull ¥peed, st thenme of

the bink of Mores, hie would only vs yot have aceim-
ivbet Belf My jomendy.




