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EPIDEMIC- INFLUENCES.

'The old orcler changeth, giving placi- to new~.'

' E liad tliouglit, that. ii the field of contagious
d.scascs, the truth of our Laureate's uine lîmvd

witiîin recent y-cars been miade abundantiy platiti; but
iii the Miiroy lccttîresb bY lnsbpector.-Gelnelral iRobert
Lawtsoni, deli% ered reccurty before thie Royal Col-
lege of 1>biciaiîs, Londu,., we hiave ani cvidcnce
of the persibtunqy of ty pe. Ii a course of four
ectures this old arîny surgeon gave Uhe results oi

lîib obser' ations, gatlhered througliout a long- perioci,
duringl whichi lic biad been st.-tioned with the arnîy
in variui parts of tie -British possessions, from
Jaîîîaka to tlîc Cape of -Gooiî Hope. 'F'lic foiiowv-
iiig ià fuuind Ili biiitroductory lecture:-"ro
the e.\aîiinai.-tioni of a l arge b~ody of eviclence iii tie
niianifest.itioni of feve(r iiinxn countries, and ex-
tendini, over mnany ycars, it becamc obvious," the
leLturcr btated, Il that epidenies uf tiîat forni of
diseasce,wlidî developed at varions points froî 1i tinie
to tinie, passcd uniforn-iiy to Uhc northward until
tiîey finally disappcared. The iengtli of tic course

of individual ceiiîics varicd much, but fron tic
coiiiation of severai cletails the perioci occn1)!cd
inps~n froru the Cape of Good 1-lope to this
country 'vas found to be about six )-cars, andi the
factor wvhicli d..tcriined this niovemnent wvas cvi-
clentiy one of vcî-y general operation, and most
likely connected with somne of the îiatural forces.
It Nvas, of great imlportanice to define tie position
of this influence froni timie to limie, andI after a
grood deal of consideration it %vas found thiat this
mîighit be effecîed, approximîateiy at icast, i)y hues
of equal magnetie ip

Ini the second lecture, and s0 on to the eid,
fromn certain arniy statistics, w'iclî dloubtless -ivec
facts as regards miortality duriiîg tvie past fifty yea-rs,
the I nspector-G encrai cudcavored ho esta)1islî some
geîîeral la%% s witii regard: to epiclemic cycles, and in
lieu of soie better explanation, bis hines of niag-
netic dEp anîd fever zonies mnay be a satisfacîory
expianation of w-bat lias occurred ; but. tiîey have
oniy a littie lcss beaî-ing on the prachical question

of how~ epiclemie cliseases exýtencl, t.han bas the slip-
poscd suni-spot influences on the var-ying amouints
of rain in every decade. '['o-day every execuitive
hceakh ofticer is too %veil aware that, %'itl i agnietic
dips, in %vhatcver directCon, isolation of first cases is
the sic qua9 no0/ to the liiiitation of outbreaks of
conitagious diseases. Ratncl, of Illinois, in the
rcmnarkable exposition several years ago of the
introduction of chioiera into Amncrica, elearly
pointed out tdait only after several cases hiad bee 'n
imported clid a single case at lengthi, in several.
epidenics, gain a foothiold in Am\iiericani sou, somie-
times by New York, sometimes by the St. Law-
renice, and again by- the Mississippi. Once intro-
duced, it spre.id rapidly, until strict isolation proved
mnore potent than ail supposed magn tcticdipsin limiit-
ing the disease. Th'lrecy-cr-.ago Mýonitrealiiadsomi-e
three thousand deaths froin sinallpo.x in ,six moths,
while Oiitario, with 2,000,000 of a population,
hiad a total of ninecen deathis during, the saine year
of twelve mnonths. Mie disease lias been staniped
out. but are we to look for the difference in results
in soine occuit pliiellary influence ? 1)oubtless wve
miust respect thc viewvs of an old arniy officer, but
wc cannot compliment the Coliege of Physicianis In.
its seiection il) this year, niear the close of the nine-
teentii century, of a lecturer whio, mi'ost inniocenitiy,
wvould fill the eyes of a credulons miedical pul;lic
wvith the stuff that passed as current coin tlîirty
)-ears ago. To dlay we do not, like Boabdil, con-
suit Uhc ast.roiogers as to the fate of our Greniada,
but look to Uhe measures wbichi have been taken by
Domîinîion and UTnited States Goveriimienits for
inspecting, and isol atiig %vhen iîîtroduced cases of
coliîariolus diseases, ail ships fromn suspected ports,
and fiix our belief iii the iimmiunitof the counîtry froin
contragiouis diseases by mîeans of Troy laundries and.
the bi-chiloride douche. We trust the proiinient

place whiciî Inspector-Genîeral Lawson's lectures
la been giveii will not disturb thîe equanimîity of'

officers of health wlio have for years persisteîîtly
an1(4, more successfully than Sisera, beeni figiiting the
stars iii their courses. and stamping out first cases,
of disease by the l)rosaic nmethods of disinfection.
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