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fre, they would be found inadequate. It must ever be borne in inid
that it -vould be a biard task toeticmèty a hiospititl of its jum-ates, so mnany
of them being bed-ridden.

The nnperative demand, therefore, is prevention. Ail tire plant
and electrie wvires should be ruade safc. The nurses and or(lerIies shioudç
be taughtf 6ire drill. There should bc in al! w'ards buekets of ivater, and
at convenient places bose attachied and readv for instant use. Such pro-
visions would cost but littie, anlJ rnight at any time avert, an appalingr
holocaust.

A HOME FOR ".HE BLIND,

The Annual Report of the Ontario Institute for the Educatioii of
the Blind, at Brantford, lias jnst been issued. The Principal, Mr. H.
F. Gardiner, makes soi-e important recommendations. Hle strongly urges
that soinething be donc for the indigent blind wvho cannot inaintain
themselves. Ife thinks they should not be sent to the poorhouse nor
committed to the jail. This class could not hu properly cared for in, the
Institution in Brantford, which is intended for the educatiofi of blind
youths.

Dr. Chamberlain endorses this sugg(estion, and remarks that there
are fifty to seventy blind persons in Ontario ivho are homeless and have
no means of support, nor anyone to care for them.. Rie tbiinkcs a bouse
and workshop should be erected beside the present Institution. They
mighit be put at such employment as they can do. We hope this recom-
mendation maý;i be carried out. Thiere is no more -vorthy objeet on
which somne of the public funds could be expended than in providing a
home for the de3titute aduit blind. We feel sure that no one in the
Province would raise hris voice again st any such expenditure. There is
no more suitable 'Place foir it than as an addition to the pî'esent institution
at Brantford.

THE PREVALENCE AND COST OF CONSUMNPTION.

Front Virchows Archives we learli that, tubercuiosis is very r'are
during tbe first year of life; that fromr the first to the fiftb year it is
infrequent, but regularly fatal ; that front the fifth to the fotirteenth
one-third of ail bodies are found to contain tubercles; that front the
fourt.eenth to the eighteenth year tubex'eular lesions are found in one-
iaif ; tliat, front the eîghteenth to tbe tbirtieth year 97 per cent. showv

tubercular changes,; and that afej the thirtietb year 99 per cent. of al
bodies reveals tubereles. Abo. lù,OO0 die in Canada annually. The
loss to the country ini tinte, expenses and ]ives is about $22,000,000 a
year.
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