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reference to the verv admirable work that is being lune in
Ontario by Mr. Kelso and his staff of workers. Tihey have
established betwecen thirtv and forty Children's Aid Societies
in various parts of the Province. hie duty of these Societies
is to receive complaints in regard to neglected or destitute chil-
dren, cases of alleged cruelty to children, incorrigible children,
and persistent cases of truancy; to take charge of them, and
-with firmunes and kindness and proper nourislnient. hope to
reform thîemn, and, wlhere necessary, -to secu re proper foster
homes for them. Representatives fromn the shelter in Toronto
are in daily attendance at the children's court to look after
the little offenders, that tley may not becomne mingled withm
the hardened criminals, realizing. as the 110 doubt do, tiat
they are there as a consequence of laviig becn sinned against
rather than sinning.

In support of this vork the Ontario Government contributes
the nominal sin of ten thousand dollars. \With this and
bequests, the Society in Toronto lias deailt wit.h, over 14.000
cases since its inception, and in the last nine years the inspee-
tors of tie Society have deait with ,38S police, court cases
affecting the interests of children.

We have, therefore. a very good mnelen-s in this Province
for the establishing of the more comprehensive system which I
ani endeavoring to set forth in this naper, for the accomlish-
Ment of wvhich the government ani the profession must co-
opera te.

Psychologists assure ls that mental, moral and physical
degeneracy go hand in hand. This is well attested by observa-
tions made in the children's courts iii the various cities. In-
sufìicient and improper fceding, badly ventilated homes, envir-
onments of filth and dirt, constitute tIe verv hot-bîeds in which
criminals are bred, and froi which the criminal ranks are
filled, anîd our streets, lanes, and allcyways, after nightfall,
mre tie sehools in which they receive the.ir training, the youger
fromiî the older. HTere their bad habits are acquired, their
plans laid, and from w'hich they graduate, and yet those in
authority are doinmg notling to kee) our children oil the streets
at night and ont of the schools of vice. The highest. and noblest
aim in the treatmnent of degeneracy, erime and vice, as in
treatlent of physical discase, is prevention.

In Chicago, in 1902, there were arrested for breaclies of the
law, 13,090, under twentyv years of age. Of these, 3,785 were
uder sixteen. In New York CitV. in 1903, there were 7,047

children under sixteen had judgment passed on themn in the


