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AMMONITM

THE THERAPEUTICS OF
CHLORIDE.

Like many other drugs of known
value the Chloride of Ammonium ean-
‘not verv well be classed otherwise than
under the indefinite terin “ alterative.”
Time and time again, careful therapeu-
tists have called attention to the neglect
of this drng. It possesses not a few
most valuable therapeutic propertics;
and perhaps, its commonness and cheap-
ness, compared with other popular drugs
of more doubLtful utility, are partly
responsible for the comparatively infre-
quent use of this salt.

‘ EXTERNALLY.

During solution of the drug, eold is
produced, and so the solution has ocea-
sionlely been used as a refrigerant to

the head. But as an external applica-
tion, it is probably of most value in

_superficial swellings, such as glandular
enlargements, (Garrod). For instance, ib
has been used in epidydimitis, (Shoe-
malker), after the acute stage has sub-
sided ; also in' prostatic en]mrremenL
“where the absorbifacient powers of the
“drug have been exhibited, the salt being

1adm]mstued internally as  well as
applied externally in solution. ’
H. C. Wyman, Shoemaker, and

others, attribute a usgtnl plopertv to

Ammonium Chloride, namely, the power
of removing LCC}X\'H]OSIS from contusions,

Wyinan Im.\nm successfully used a
solution (1 in 10 of water) for this pur-
pose.  Shoemaker speaks of the drug
as “an excellent dressing in the latter
stages of superficial inflammation,” and

as promotmrr the absmptxon of exu--
damon

INTERNALLY.

In Cutarrhal Conditions of the Respira-
tory pussages.
Advantage has been taken of the
possibility of the convenient formation

‘of the salt in its nascent vaporous con-

dition, to supply the profession with
many different forms of inhalers, by the.
use of which the drug is applied direct
to the respiratory tract. Only those
inhalers should be used, in which pro-
vision is made for lld(lmvr the vapour of
all cxeess of acid before it is inhaled.

In several of the inbalers made. by the
English manufacturers, the vapour is
made to pass through a solution which

dissolves out any, excess of acid. The

inhaler known as % Butcher’s Inhaler”
is a very good one. In Butcher’s, a
slight excess of ammonia is inhaled along
with the vapour of ammoniuw chlor 1de

but in most cases, and in all chronic

cases, this would be of no dxead\antawe ‘



