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impressed upon the character of seientifie discoveries of the last hundred years a
peeuliar stamp which it would have been absurd to ignore while endeavoring,
within a moderate compass, and in the plainest language, to convey a vivid though
<umprehensive sketeh of the advancement ol natural philosephy during this and
the preceding, or, rather, two preceding generations.

It is not to be imagined that the difficulty of the problems which occupy the
apeculative philosophier, or the comprehensiveness of mind required for their
solution, diminishesin any degree as we deseend from the regions of pure science
to the walks of every-day life—C(rom the vast periods and majestic motions which
astronomy cnables us to explain and prediet, to the common details of the work-
shop and the railway. In fact, the former are to be regarded as the simpler
investigations, whilst our terrestrial agents have their effects modified by the
diversified states of aggregation and varions mechanieal properties of matter, and
by the numerons modifieations of force avising from heat, eleetricity, or magnet-
ism, to which it way be exposed.  We have as yet made an insignificant advance
towards that completer svstem of natural philosophy of which Newton's will form
hut one seetion, in which all the properties of matter and theiv consequences
shall be as well understood as the parvticular property of gravity is al present.
Many of these arce to be learned by daily observation of the cffects which veeur
in the ovdinary progress of civilisation amongst us.  We are continually perform-
ing experiments on a great seale and on purely commercial principles, which no
individual philozopher or merely scientifie society could have ventvred to attempt.
Aud in the midst of these appeals to experienee, unexpected result~are frequent-
1¥ oceurring which send us back once more to the study of fivst principles, which,
indeed, while they coufound the empirie, do but establish the veputation of the
philesophic engincer, whe seldom fails {0 turn then to good acemmt, both in his
theery and practice.

We have already expressed our opinion of the manner i which
Professor Forbes has performed his task, aud so much pleasure have
we derived from this performance that we almost feel convieted of
ingratitade waen the suggestion rises, that onr aunthor, in his selection
of names for bingraphical record, has not been quite free from a spice
of nativism, er (shall we say!) of that local partiality frowm which the
wodern Athens is no more exenspt than was the ancient.  Certainly.
we think the space devoted to one or two individuals wight have heen
curtailed without injury to the work. 'This, however, is bat a small
matter, and does not affect its sterling value.  To give any abstract or
condensation of the subject does not seem feasible within our linits,
and we prefer that our readers should take our word that this disserta-
tion is alike essential to the historical student and to hisn who wishes
to take in at one view the many featured inage of modern science. I
we were Lo single out particnlar portions for praise, we should select
the biography of Laplace, the history of the discovery of Neptune,
the wonderfully curious establishment of the undulatory theory of
light by Young and Fresnel, and the glowing descriptions of the dis-



