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iîalPrcLsecd iupon the clharacter of seientifie discoveries of thie last Illndred yoars a
peculi:ii' Staip %vllîîch it woilild have l>een ubsurd to igilore wlnleenavri,
witldu L iiIodoIlIte Compass, and in fie plaiîîcst langniîgc>, f0 ooivey -a vivid Llîough
d'Uflprth0flsie skectch of Ille adacrcfof liatural. plîilosophy Ulrngtis and
flic pr-eeding, or, rallier, two prccding gencrationis.

IL is nlot te be imlagncdil tha tire difficulf.y of ice problenis wliicl occnpy the

spcCnlative philosopher, or tlic coaipr-ieesi Veiless of mmnd rc<1 uired for thleir
Solution, diinihsl y dcgrec as wvc descend frein Uic regions of pur1e science
Io Ie walks of everv.day 1ile-Cr-on lic eV.st periods :î11d maj-Lestic motions whvlîc

astrouoilnv eîiable, u% to explain and prediet, tcî flhe coînmorî detaiils cf fdie work--
Aliop aud the railwav. 111 fact, lte fornier are to be regardcd as the simpker
investigation.-, Wililst our trctilagents have Mheir cffects xaodifficd by flic
diversified sfiatez cf aggrcgation and varions nmedhanical properties of inatterand
lIv flic nînnlleronls modcifications of for-ce arisill"g froi lient electricity, or- iniagnet-
ism. to wrliCli i nav bo exposed. Ve liavc as ycf macle aui illigiicalit advanice
towards Illet coinplcteï svstein of raîfnral plîilosoplîy of wvhichi Neivton's wi Il forai
but onle section, la whicih ail thec 1 )ropcrfies of imaLter and Llici r coîîsvýqnielace;
diali. be as vel uîiderstucd as fthc partîcillar property of gi'aîty is at preseait.
Manv of these are to be lcarned by daily observation of flic etl'cfs whidh ocour
in Ille Ordinlary proagî'ss Of civilisatiuîong11st lis. Ive are colionually perf'crni-
ing exbîiî n cLa greot !scale mIff 01n 1 urcly eoîaîncîud Prilnci pics, %rlîch rio
individmal ilil);olier or nîierely seielîifi ie socicfy Could )lave ventî'red fo attenlipt.

Aui in hIl xnidsf of fliese :îppeals to expericence, înlexpccetd esutmr frequenlt.
ly cverriag wlnchl ýSCn( ins back once maorc te fic, ofd f fir-st.pinjds hc,

ilaccd, v.hIle thl eoztcnfound theî ripirie, (Io but cstablish fIlie reptofation cf the
philosopuiogieîcr 'cvlîc seldoîn failq fa turii flhcui fi gcow accui,, bathl in ]lis

tl ir nd pract ier.

WVC oii ~ liii Op)Iinion of' fle imulier in IvIlîîch

Pî'ot'essor Forl>es lias Iîhlo'ellis task. aid So uelucl an~ liave
we dL'rived «9i<lt i thlis pertl(rauce fliat iv' a1l ost tv.-e1 couiced Qof

nraiflew îi. th>e sil . .jon riscs, tliat olir alithor, ill blis .Selectioîî
cf maines 1 01 1-grtlicl eor-d, bas uîot hcuî qulite- f re ;1u spice
of' iativisia, or (sliah wve saV !) of' thiat loc*al partifflîty frouz, iwhîichu tie

iaode11riî \.lu s no m1 uore exa~ftiauî %vas flie aliiceît. Xtau .
wc hîîk thi spw . (td to unle or tvo iaidi idd ili 4it liav i)cel

Curtaded vfl tout iajurv ho tuie work. This, hivvver, is ]).La sinal
liuatter, nuid dovs Ilut affect its Stcrhacr valuie. TJo --iyî' any abstract or

colideuîsatiîuu o!, flue suijeet does îlot seciîu fcasiblv ivitlîic or limîitb,
aald wc prefer thac ollmr reader:s should fah-l:cuir word fliaf titis di.sserta-
tiOfl is aIlike essl-iltîal to the hîistorîcal sf.udeluf alid tu huaii wvli wishecs
to tzake i at <Jili VivW (Ile inauîv faf1 ured iuiage of' moderi Science. If
we were to sinl-l out particîlar portions for1 praise, we Shouhi select

ie biographîy of' Liplace, the hiistorv of' 4%;e discovery of N cptilue,
the oîdruvCnriolis est.ablishim cilf of thec Imadlatorv tlîcory of'

liight b) Yoliial nd Fresnel, alîd the .rlowincr descripin o f the (lis-
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