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Shorter Catechisrn as the gyrandest epitome of Bible truth ever
mnade ; and if it has not the prominence it once had in aur
schools, this becomes a stronger reason why we should make it
ail the more prominent in our homes. A Presbyterian church
cannot live xithout Bible instruction. Our very existence de-
pends upon an intelligent acquaintance wvith the Word of God;
and the best tîme, and place, and help for this noble xvork is the
catechism taught to the young by earnest, God-fearing parents
w~ho feel the full responsibilitv of their chargye-" Bring, themn up
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord."

Il. PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITY.

We know that no field left uncared for xviii ever run ta wlzeat,
but in every case to weeds. Sa no untaugyht, untrained, uncared-
for family xviii ever becomne Presbyterian in their belief. To pro-
duce such fruits as have grawn for generations wvith such profusion
and happy resuits in Scotland and the north of Ireland demands
intelligent Christian culture, for it does not corne by chance, nor
is it ever found in neglected homes. That form of belief known
as Presbyterian, which w'e h<,Id to be the purest form of New
Testament worship, bath in doctrine and polity, can be produced
only by earnest training, for it is flot a natural grow'th in the de-
praved human heart. It will invariably be found-as many in-
stances iii every agle go ta, showv-that the children wha grow up
in worldly, careless, prayerless, catechismless homes xviii naturally
degenerate to some lower type of religiaus life, xvhere they will
be more at home than xvhen under Presbyterian teachingr-if they
do not go ta sxvell the great army of the unwashed, unchurchgcoing
heathen that abound throughout our land, and especially in aur
towns and greater centres of population. As a church, we must
either train aur children or die. And if xve have not religion in
the homie, xve xvill flot have it long in the pcwo; and yet manv
homes are criminally negiected by those xvho have taken the most
solemn vaxvs ta teachi thcir children by bath precept and e.xaniple.
There is a sharply niarked tendency amang parents ta turn aver
the xvhole matter af flhe religiaus instruction of thieir children ta
the Sabbath-schaol ; and if our schaals are made the subseituteS
for home training, they xviii prove ta be hindrances and Iot: helos
in preparing the xvay of the Lord. "The curse of the Lard Is


