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MISTAWvASIS.
The Rev. John McKay, of the Mistawasis Mission, lias takcîî

advantage of the )pcningr of the railway to Prince Albert tu pay a
visit to Winîîipeg %with bis daugliter, Miss C. B. McKay. Sirice Mr.
McKay's written reports of bis work are usually very brieut con-
fined indeed inainly to, categorical answers to the questions annu-
ally asked, advantage lias been taken of the opportunity to -,xecure,
by a personal interview, a fuller accounit of the Mission under bis
charge than lias recently been given. It is twenity-four years since
Mr. MeKay entered on the wvork of ouir Prince Albert Mission, as
interpreter for the Rev. James Nisbet, but it is only twelve years
ago since, principally thiroughI the ii.fluence the Rev. Dr. Black, of
Kildonan, lie wvas ordaineîi to the ininistry. Hie was thus ainong
the first of the littie band of native preachers who gave theiî-
selves to the wvork of evangelizingr their countrymen, and whiose
bead-roll contains the naine of George Ftett, Solonion Tunkan-
suiciye, Cuthbert M.cKay and Donald B'. McVicar. Whien the at-
tractions of the Prince Albert Mission beecame known whîite nmen
erowded in, and the Indcians retired to a reserve on the Snake Phý»ins,
75 miles distant. Mir. McKay foilowed tbem, atid lias been their
nîiissionary ever since. The vnodest building whicli served as a
chiurch at first, becaine in course of timne too smail, and twvo years
ago a largyer ani more coinfortable churchi ias erected, which Mr'.
MceKay and orccasional visitors tell us, is wvell tilled at inorning andl
afternoon service.s on the Sabbath Day, and which nuinbers on itb
communion roll fiftv-six inembers, Al of wvhoin spent tijeir early
years-inany of thein tili aduit age-in heatheiiisui. Abundant
evidence as this is of success, it represents but a part of the iiîxs-
.sonary's; work. Indians froin the far north, on tlîeir way to Prince
Albert, often spend a few days at the halting place in the wildei'-
ness, wvlich the reserve offers, and not a few of tlieni hear for tlie
first timîe the Word of J4ife froni Mr. NMcKay'ý lips.

The day sehool lias been under the patient and syxupathetic
care of Miss McKay ever s;ince the Mission vaýs establislied, nine
years ago. For tlie last quarter it has had an x&verage attendance
of tweîîty, wvhich, coiisi@ering the scattered location and noniadic
habits of the Indians, inay be regarded as very good, and especially
when it is rexnembered that this is for the quarter endingy with Sep-
teînber, the quarter, that is, wùen the Saskatchewan woods and
prairies abound in all kinds of bernies, and wlîen going to school is
quite int6lerable even to a boy who lias not the Jndian's lov'e of
tluicket and river bank. La Grippe wvas epidemie on the reserve
la.st winter, and iinterfered seriously wvith the work of the school,
but Miss à1'cKay, not to bc beaten when tîxe price to e paid for
victory was nîierely bier own ezuse. took no hioliday this suiuimer,and


