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up the earth 1n glory, and eve}yﬁnﬂ%x}g! .gooci amerg mQum n biltt}é unguish zof griovedinfant ; in another she uttors ‘livr_-q,lt reaches tlie-pale children of the nor!

shower that cheors and wators the earth,
tolls of a God of love and reproaches that
man with hard and ungracious views of
hjs Eather, who dares believe that all theso
are tho decoptive workings of a.malignant
spigit.yho conceals behind these smiles,
dark and' revengeful designs of endle

and remorseless cruelty,

Thero is another view fo be taken.of
this part of the subject.  Tho good provi-
dence of God has provided for the wants
of all the creatures that he has madoe.—
Ho feeds tho human race and fills their.
storchouses with food. Yo hiears also the
dark raven when he screams from the deso-
late rock, and he giveth to the .beast his
food in due season,. for he openeth his
hand and satisfioth the doesire of everv liv-
ing thing. Inall that vast and unteld va-
riety of crentures that God hns made,.
there are none .for whose wants he has.
notprovided. Every part of the.creation
is swarming with life. And-yet none are
overlooked, but the meanest reptile that
crawis in the dust isiprovided yyith means
of sustenanco and. squrces of enjoyment..
From.him who stately treads, to- him that,
lowly creeps, all” are fed and -blessed by.
the wise-and grecious' arcangémentssofina.
ture, and nature’s -God.. Now if'wa seo
i these things the Government of God at.
all,. we sco that it is benevolent and kind.
We sce bero a rule -of that government
from which no exception can be found' in
nature, The xule is, that wherever God
has givenilife he has coppled it with enjoy-
raent, and made it a-blessing ; and why in
the name of reason should man be made
an exception 4o this tule ? ‘Or~ehy should
it be thought <that™the same Go}l who has
given life and enjoyment o the beasts of
the-ficld, the fowls of 'ihe air, and fishes of
the sea, should when he came to man, his
last and noblest work; depart from the rule
that runs through all animated nature, and
bind him over to hopeless and endiess wo,
or cven.make him run the fearful hazard
of that dreadful end? It iseasy to sce
that'on the supposition of the truth of the
doctrine of endless misery, the meanest
worm holds the tenure of existence on
better terms than mae 7 end I frankly say,
had it been left to my cho-ce, T woild not
for worlds have accepted the gift of dife,
even with a possibility of its coming to
such a horrid catastrophe. Thus the mat-
ter appears when viewed in connection
with the reasonable doctrine of a God who
rulesoverall. But -oven it we Iay that
sentiment out.of the question, and consider
all the provisions for the comfort.of animat-
ed existence as the result of the laws of

‘sphit.”
Nay ; but nature through oll hor works
cries aloud that dhe has done no suhi

-and all hor children are blessed and made
happy in her gifts. More than this : she
bears the rimpress of her Maker's hand,

4 und ‘speaks -out inlangunge too plain to-

bo mistaken, that her mighty Author ds
kind. Loudly does she cull:upon man to
¢look through nature up-to nature’s God,”
ond-while hoe traces in her nmple pages
the power and wisdom of the greatd AXM,
to see thtre the footsteps-of his goodneys
also, and to confess, that while'he reigns,
allwill be well.

1 say, then, that tho doctrine .of -endless
misory is opposed to tha teachings of na-
turo as seon in things ayound us; and os
God wmte that volume he never can writo
pnother that con contradict its teachings,
But there aro higlier dovelopments- of na-
{ure's laws, and those which are more
worthy of our consideration, as they ap-
proximate more nearly to the voice of G
himself. ‘

"The parent loves the child, and cafinot
look with composure .upon its sufferings,
either present or prospective. Why yearns
the father’s heart over the sufferings of his
child? ‘Why heaves the mothor’s breast
with anguish when her darling is in dang-
er? Itis the voico of naturo uttered at
the resistless command of nature’s ‘Gad,
and that voice low and deep, condemns
the doctrine of ceaseless wo as unjust and
cruel. Nay, in nine cases out of ten it
prevails, and gives hope that its object is
safe; for, rarely will you find a mother
who believes her children are in hell. It
is the testimony of nature stamping the
seal of falsehood upon the creed that would
damn a child.

This same voice, perbaps in fainter.and
more feeble tobes, yet clearly, cries aut
against the doctrine through all the earth.
Man is.so made that he feels an interest
in the welfare of his kindred race,and he
cannot look with composure upon the suf-
forings of his fellow man. Let there be
a fire in a city and consume]ten men;
and vou will sec a vast multitude assemble
with downcast looks, and as the blackened
remsins.are drawe from tho smouldering
ruins, you shall s:c tears falling {rom many
an eye. It is tho voice of nature speak-
ing out and cchoing the benevolence of
God. «This voice i not siJent, and it can-
not be husbed in view of the prospective
srigeries presented in the doctrine in ques®
tion. Go where that sentiment is preached;
and you shall hear its plendings. The

nature, still the supposition that manalonc, |
of oll creatures, is destined 10 suflerinend- -
less wo, is a violation of all nature’s la
snd an utter denial of that uniformity which |
issecn in o}l her operations, ami winch

lodgos in.every human heart the confidence |
ihat azture walks by rules that know no,
abatement. 1t would ‘suppose that nature
in.some unaccountable freakk had produced i
in mau an abortion, and made-himran ex-
ception to her uniforan and established
laws. While in wli-lier works she has
coupled dife with enjoyent, and thus made l
it a blessing, inf mon’s case.shethasyever-
sed hsr uccustomed.-order, ‘andifn confer-
ring on him lifo, has.-conlorred = bitter
curss, aud madoe him-tho subjeét of a fate:
over whichangels may well weep, and
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minister takes bis stand upon the mount
that * burneth with fire and smoke,” and
as be describes in Jiving words the tor-
ments of the pit of despair, an involudtary
shudder will pass through the whole con-
gregation. Some will sigh, and oqthers
weep, some will shrick outright in the
agony of their spirits, and others sit in sul-
len gloom cursing God in their hearts, and
a vast multitude will be convulsed, and
rendered miscrable,

What meaneth allthis 1 will tellyou.
Itjs the uprising of humanity, the bear-
-ing.of nature, whose laws hase been.out-
raged-und violated, and whose voicq cun-
not bo hushed bythe whirlwind-of {fanati-
&&sm, and tho noise of angry superstition:
In one case,-she sighs and weeps like &

thing. Her ways are uniform ond equal,

protost in the-shudder of horror ; in anoth-
or, sho rouses horself like o lion from her
lair, whon vobbed of her whelps, and is
.ready to.teax and rend the cavse of tho of-
fence; and'in ‘oll, the tostimony is clear
that nature, ever true to hersell, is out.
-reged by the unuotural dogmd. When
we read-of thevcrucity of a Nero and Cali-

| gula, nature<rises up and condemns the

procedure, and wo shudder.  Andso vhon
wo hear-of endless tertutes, and for one
moment realizo“what- it means, cur souls
rovolt at the idea, snd our vory natures
stamp.it-weith dishonorrand falsehood.
It-is, also, wortliy of remurk that thoso
feelings which thus-vovolt ngainst the doct-
rine, arenot those which are called cor-
ruptions of humpn nature, but they axetho
kindest, best and holiest feelings, such as
«God commands us to exercise, andto Wwhose
-guidance; wo are required to submit our-
selves at all times. Ilence then, I say,that
the doctrine of eudless misery is opposed
to the most clear and emphatic teachings
of nature, and of ‘course is untrue, for the
God who gave nature all her laws never
gave & revelation to contradict those
laws. . :
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I remark, once more, that this doctiine
is opposed to the Jessons of experienco, as
faras experience goes. It is en old and
trite maxim that experience is the best
school master. The lossons of ‘this great
teacher are sometimes doarly bought, but
they are novertheless valuable. Now 1
say, that.in the-experience of six thousand
years the world .has seen no one fact to
justify the principle of endless wo. Ifwe
begin with ourselves we shall find abund-
antwvidence that-God-has been our friend,
in time past, und reason for believing that
he willbe in all time to come. And sup-
pose we ask others what is the result of
their experience in this matter ; whether
they have not found, on the whole, that
there is something in this world to Iive
for? The answer would be, O yes.—
Each individual will say, God has blessed
me-far beyond what1 could claim or even
expect. Woll, what has God ever done to
you, fromwhich you can reasonatly infer
that he-intends to torment you in the fu-
tore world ?  Nothing ; absolutely noth-
ing. Byt on the-contrary, he has smiled

down his blessings continually upon ydur
unworthy head ; from-all which the infer-
ence is plain, that he is your frieud, -and
will do you good and not ovii,. Well, did
you ever sce any one'that God hed net
blessed? Nay, for he maketh the sun to
rise on the evil and on the good, and send-
eth rgin upon the just and tho unjust. —
Over all.tho emth he has diffiised abroad’
his blessings, and mun eyery where feeds
upon his bounty and isbappy. Why clse
is it thatall men lové to live, and cling with
such tenacity to life, if that life be not a

and” conditions of human life, fthere is a
broad and deep stream of happiness flow-
ing tooncand all. That stream flows
through the dephts of nature’s wilds, and
Jights up the smile of joy upon the faco of.
the red inan, as he pursues his gamo with
quiver and bow, or rests in his humble

the bwsning sands, and his swarthy brow
is radiant with joy as ho dances o the
, music of a reed underthc spreading palm.

upon you in all your ways, and poured:

hlessing? The truth is, in all the grades'

wigwam, It reaches the sable Africanwon:

arid its influenc? sitsupon the countennng
of the Laplander, us he'wraps htmself &
his furs, and. drives with arrowy sped

over frosts and snows, with his deerand i
sledge.  These allare well plessed to lingy
Jand do testify every day that exporieny
‘has lodged in their hearts the groat. tru
ithat lifo is n Llessed boon from which:they
¢nunot part-without a pang.  True, theld
-aro trials and "afilictions thropgh whidy
all must pass : there are pages in the bo«
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of buman oxperience wet with tears, "Big

the oxtraordinary ovents of lifh, whilo w
dre apt tofforget our joys, for tha sz’me
venson that we forget o thousand pleasny
days, and register in the book of remem:fs
rance o single storm. The one isrcond
mon, the other uncommon; the one 4
the rule, the other only the excoptjon.—§
More brightly does the .page of our -
shine, from the fact that % is oceasionat §
contrasted with a shade ol sorrow.

" Butdhe subject-ends not here. Wo;mn,T
go back to the beginnmng of tho:world 3
whon the new creation was laid out jin it
{freshness and beauty,and God pronouncel
it all very:good ; and vou may trace thi
history of man from that to the presengs
moment, 2nd you can lay your hand upol§
no fact, that will justify the anticipation ¢
endless wrath from God. Six thousang
_years has the earth rolled upon dits axisg
and during all that time generation half
been tresding close upon th heel of ge

eration, and thecarth has been people§
more than twice ten thousand times ; an
of cach and every one'of this vast mnlil

blessed him, and proved that he was hid
fritnd. Here then you have your ows,
experience, tho experience of your fello 3
creatures, beginning at the present m
ment and running back through six thoud
sand years, and it all rises up before yoiy
and condemns as opposed to all its teach#
ing, the doctrine that the same God whi¥
has stood by us and so faithfully blesseq
us in time past, will in the future roversty
the whole order of his government, aniy
curse with endless wrath and cruelty.

' know ? I confess I know of no.better, off
safer way of judging  the future than by
the past. And judging by that rule,] woul$s
most gladly be icformed, what there hag
beenin God’s dealings with .man for sif
thousand years, to jastify those fears of-ngg
endless ire, with whichhis professed mes®
sengersso mnch torment the world? 8

For me, I say, before I can believe the
sentiment, I must disregard. all laws o33
cause and effect, forget that there issuch
thing as proportion between crime - ang
punishment; aid confound all distinctiony
between reason and superstitious fear.
must close my eyesagginst all the beautivl
of creation, and see in the sun and mooify
and stars above, and in the boautious-carid
below, no testimony of & Maker's goodg
ness, but the footsteps of infinite ard w
forgiving batred.  Nay, more ; T must shcg
ouPfrom my vision bt whole history 8
the past ; T must. forget that I havo ever
ceiveda blessing from God, nod coase 13

fecl that one obligation of gratitude binig
b @ him 3 & benofactor.  "Then and o3
Aill then, shall I be.prepared to Yeliove
tbe God of dll the carth will suffor my i




