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the .sprcad of thc gospel in China. 0f these, two received the niost attenltion:
"The Opiumr Habitl'and "Ancestral «%Vorsliip."

1. The Ojpiîm Habit. Sucli facts as the following were preseîîted:
The introduction of the drug preceded that of Christianity by a short tinie.

and it lias beconie flot only Chiina's greatest curse, but one of the niost serionis
obstacles to the gospel. It is impossible to, exaggerate the evils resulting froîn1
-the smnoking of opium. It causes the rapid deterioration of liealth, esp)eciialh-
the Ioss of miuscular l)oier, shortens life aud undernîjues the -whlole' coistitid.
tion. The case witli whicli opium is everywvhere procurable, and the facilitr
and certaintv with whichi it înay be used for self-destruction, hiave largelv id.
creased the 'number of suicides. The Çlîinese, with tlîeir revengeful sinl.t,
often for a trival cause commit suicide, rcgarding this as the niost awful rt-
venge they cau takie, believing that the spirit of the dead person inay Continu.
.ally injure the living.

Opiumi smoking is sereading more and more. It is no longnr looked ulpon
*wvith shaîne. Le gahi7uation hias increased its consumption. At firs-it.the Uhines;e
mnade a tremiendous effort to stam p out the vice, and refused revenue. Tlheir
,%ant of success must be laid to the account of Great Britain. This gig-IItic
-evil now pervades ail classes; high and lowv, richi and poor-Chiriese, 11lanchlus,
'Mongols and Koreans. The esthnate for the wvliole empire is said to be, of thle
coolie cla-ss. four-tenthis; of the mercliant class, sîx-ienths; of the officiaI Class,
three-tenths. The father of the present emperor lias contracted the habi
wvitlîin the past two years. During an illness lie wvas advised to try stnîokitl,
the drug. The result is tliat the vice lias beconie îrooted, and althiough hie j.
wails tlie bad example lie is showing to the royal fainily, and especially to ilis
son, tne emperor, lie thinks lie cannot give it Up.

This habit so blunts the moral sensibility that the Chinese themselves Nviii
mot trust a smolxer and will but rarely enmploy hin. To&satisfy liiscraving ,tlie
habitué NviIl steal,will selI lus wvife and children, arnd eVen statVe lilUseif. lte
wvilI becornes wveahkened, if not paralyzed. The government and people, sniok-ers
and non-smokers alike, regard it as a -vice an da curse, their greatest phiagne.
1Not a word is ever spoken in its defence. It would. be next to, imîpossible noiv
for the Governînient to, eradicate the evil even if England Nvere to, cease lier oivn
importation. The poppy is nowv extensively cultivated in Clhina; the oflici2iLs
use it, and the cniokers would get it in. sorte wvay.

0f course sucli a habit is a stupendous obstacle to, the spread of f lie gospel1
in China. The only way to readli the heart of an opium smoker is firit to rid
]uin of lus pipe. FlIence xnany opium. refuges have been openedi lv iiiis-
sionaries, nîany cases have been treated in the luospitals, and the native Cliri;t-
ians have doue -w'hat they could to lielp. Much good lbas tlîus been accoua-
plislîed. In connection wvith this subjeet, however, one serious fact wa broughlt
to ligit at theconference. Maîîy physicians, inissionaries and native Clîristillis,
have beexi unwittingly selling and distributing so-called anti-opiumn pulls, Con.
-taiiîing inorplîia, wlîich have often rcsulted ini tlie substitution of one forali ùf
opiumî for anotlier. Thîis was regarded with sucli seriousness by the Medic
Missionary Association that the inatter was, at the recommendation of titis
Association, especially nientioned in the report of the Comnuittee on Opiumii.
The entire report is as followvs:

"Whcreas, this Conférence regards the rapid ex-tension of the growth of native offiumn à
addition to the use of the Imported drug with proîndc alarrn; aed ichcrcas, the coisuseca>;
increase et the opium habit demands our xnost serions anti uurcmltting consiticration. tliceù-
ire resoire:

'1. VRit ire, as a Conference, re-aMlrrn and nafintain our attitude of unfiucliiîîg opposilicn
to the opium traffic.

12. TRiat ie reconinuend al] Christians in China to use every endeai-or to amuise pntitie
opinion against tic spmrad of titis ci-il, and to devise mnus to sccure, as far as uîay lKe. tts ttiaa!
Suppression.

".3. Vinat %cadvse the formationior a Ciiinese Aîti.Opium Society,, withi IRîra:,ehcs ntalns-
Sioni qtations.

"4. Titat we find titis increas is ltu-gey owing; to, tie indiszrini inate sale, and cnnscet
abuse, of so.called anti-opium medicines. and tint ire now, ou the suggestion of tiue .Malical
3lissionarv Association of China, urge ait znissionaries te isceurage, andi L-4 fr as possiblc Io
prcî'enî, tRie sale of sucli auti-opiiunî nî,ediclnes as coutain opiumî or auy or ils alkaloidis.


