
LANQUAGES OF' ME INDO-EU1R0PEAN FA311LY.

Çarman iç1ative erd remain, both of which corne frona the Hebrew
piLLETZ. The Irish plim, the cleeek, cia at once ho roferred te the
ligbrew LE CHI; and the Persian bez, agoat, and t>ezer, seed, te EZ and
ZE<A in the same lauguage, the latter word being connected with
ýthe Latin sero. As the borrowving of the Latin bctrays itself by the
.pr-eýçnco of the Coptic article in the Romance languages, so the
lgrrowng- of tho Sansk-rit appears in the Hindustani dialectE. Admi,

m ian, in, a mother and beti a daugliter are se like the Arabie
.ADEM, 'JUi aial BINT (Heb. BATH> that tbcy mnust have corne
d3reetly from some such Semitie source ; but bap, a father and bliai,
-o brother, miust have piced up the b wvhich precedes tho AB ani AH
or ACH (Arab. AKH) of the Heobrow during an eider period than
that of the Hlinclustani.

It is nlot te bo supposed that in every case ini Nhich we find the
sanie root wvith and ivithout the prefix p, ph, b, v, in the saie or
different languages ive are te coniclude necessarily tbat Nve have te
deal with the Ooptic article. A very cemmon (3errnau verbal prefix

-bas in bedecken.,, bedenken, befe/en, le an inseparable intcnsativo
.partiQle, whiie ab and bei as in ab8chtneiden, beiftugen, are separable
particles ivith ablative and dative powers. Eitber of these particles
inight readily bo mistaken for the article. Anether interesting case
in which the sanie errer mnight happen is that of the word with
-which our Rebrew scriptures begin, BRESHITH. Thero is no0
doubt ivhatever that this word is the origý-inal of our English firse,
-which ignorant etymologists have derived from a superlative form of
the Angle, Saxon feor, far. The Danish /Irse, while agreeing wvith
our English ordinal, -shows honr mistaken is such an etymology, miid
the Dutch eerst muid Gernman erst rnake it stili moru apparent by the
absence of the initial f. The Puteli and Germian forras present us
wité the Rebrew original RESU1TR, the /rtor be<innin<j, Uic ,b
which la replaced in Danleli and Emglish by f being the proposition
in. Alth.ough this. examnple is introduced as a.beacon to wara against
an indiscriniinatiig relèrence of ail initial p 4nzd ksounds t.e a Coptic
original, 1 may be pernmitted te say in paçsing that both Theology
and Geology vould be gain.ers .were Uic literai 'lFirst" te replace

"l h einning" at the commencement of our English version of
the Bible.

It is douhtfül whether the Armenian hink, the numerai five, as
centrasbed wlth the pancha pen/, Panch, pianek&, Penc, &c., of the


