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red porsons ; and it wvas always rckoned that,
wvleîî more than orei:mnr*ïy rdoit v% ould
hold twvo thousand. On that dlay it wvas crowd-
od to cxcess ; and 1 believe there iiîuict have
been Iwo thousand persous present. I look
round me noir, and 1 sec only sixm or cig-ht, ut
thuese ; and in regard Lu the rest, 1 cin icd to
pùut the quest ion, 'your fàthcrs, whcre are
they' I. h ave endcav'oured, Io obtain an ans-
iver to, this iiîuite t:.n-ritcrrogatu'éy. j have
rend over thie c«5nîi-uuiion ýrbl of yfMd-prc-deces-
sorýs, and other documeiits, wbiêhl brintg to my
rememibrarîce the persons'«' b6 .éomposed that
iiiimcrous esscmbly. èI *have' nuade inquiry

mogMy vencrable- hrethrci -of.-the cldersbip,
who-wec present nt that -days :Service,.,.somne
nf whom are SlOw confinéëd t.hé habitations nf
Éichtness and sorrow ; -afid I-hý hb fi(I cavàuî.ed
iif 'this way to corne toýa-'biiétusoq ; aud this
coticlusion is, ihat of the two thotusand:p ersons
then"present, about twenty are nowii aliye.;-
ninety--nine out of the litndred liave..4cseended
iilto;the grrave,. and are grone to etcriiity,-eitbi-
er tu the dungeon ofithe prisonhouse, or to the
city of' God and the bouse of rest;,tp wvall for
ever ivith their Saviour in grlory. 1 have rea-
son to, believe, tbat at thit time there wec
about a. hundred and forty ininisters*of the gos-
pel within tbe bouiidà of the Synod of Lothian
and Twveoddale, iucludingr those:-of evcry deno-
inination ; anid iftle question 'bce:now, put in re-
ference, to thescy, 'tbe prophets, do they live
for ever?' 1 have to anýwe'y hat.of tbewhole
liundred and forty rninistcrs,vlîo mopre with nie
rtinningr the course of life fifty yqears.ago, not
one romains uipon the earth savp.ç,ýlf.* I
bave no occasion, and shial-not atteaNpt to sa1y
more, but earnestly to entreat, that--ou ivill
carry homne these thingys to -your closcts, and
be excitcd to pray to God flor u rigblt improve-
ment of the question, 'your fatbers, where
are they, and the proîîhets, dIo they live for
ever'"'

We knowv iL appears a liard saying to young,
persons to tell tliem tlîat iifeb 13 short. They are
youngr in years, anîd they have the confidence of
strengtb,and it scerns to thien as if tbcir founda-
tion should nover be moved. Old age appears so
far off, Ilint Ilioy scarce tlîink ofEit. The bea-
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yens ovcr their lieads are with out a cloud, and1
their sun is.nilv.as shining. They anticipate
Do( niglit to iliterrupt their joy. Ail is rnirth
and delight. But, alas c!.ildhood and youth,
are vanity.. The gay wvoridling, wbon steering
bis course over the sca, of' lire, ncvcr ciroains of
a tempopst. The shore is iindecd s¶rewved with
wrcclis every %ýhere arotind him, but hie ima-
gines lie is a p)rivilegcd maan, and no sea of'
trouib!c shial ever be.,et bis groudly vessel. Alas!
this is offly a dreami of bis floolislb heart. It bas
no re-zlity. Fto1Iov hirn for a liLtie, while hie
glides down the current of lufe. Therc hie is,
ail unconsciotis of the dcccitful c!empnt. on
wvbicIî he sails. Bat, Io! in a nioment'the suri
is clouded, ond flue tempest of doata beats upon
biuu1, and1 lie siliks to risc no more. So true are
*the words of seripture,-"1 Is there îîot an ap-
pointed time.for mari on earth ? Are not bis
jiays lEke the days of an hireling 1" Tliere are
,vcry znany images wvhicli the scriptures use to
describe the sbortness of lire. A shiadotv wil[
bc allovcd to be a tleeting object. You sec it
Dowv, buit wvIien you look again it is away.-
Nowv man's lle is compared to this fleeting
thing,-"4Our days on earth are as a shadow,
and there is nouie abiding." A post hastes on
biis way, nover turningr Io the right hand or to
tbe lcf*t; but hurryingr to the nppointed place, to,
give in the deposit cornmittedl to bis charge.-
The ships also are swvift. The wvinds sweep
iboni ivith great spe,,cd through the waters, and
they arecquickly at the port which thesteersman
dcsired. Trhe ongle flics througli the air wvith
grecat swiftness, but there is a Lime wvhen bis
flight. is poculiarly rapid, for when ho darts up-
on biis prcy, it is with, the fleotness of an arrow.
But the post basting on bis journey,-the ship
running in lier course, and the fleet ongle dart-
ing on bis prey, are enîblcms to, us tbat man's

-lue hastens to an end. IlOur days are swifter
than a pusi, they lly away. They are passed
awvay as tho siituhips, and as the cagle that
biasteth to the prcy."'

But it may bo said, these are only figures of
speech, and overstate tbe matter. WeJI, then,
ýwe bave plainer testimony than these afford to
the vanity of le. XVisdom, bobongeth to the
toged. Ask tli and they will tell you that
liue is short. Who.t was the answer Jacob
made to King Pliaroali when lie asked bim,_
"Hlow old art thonî ?' We are inforzned hie
made this answer. "lThe days nf the ycars of'
any pig ri mage are an hundrcd and thirty years.
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