that has taken place in the Colonial Mis-
ston, and, although vou have not received
such an aceession to the number of vour
ministers as our friends in the Lower Prov-
inces, 1t is because the Commitee are
acting upon the plan of supplying the defi-
civncies of one Synod before they proceed
to smother. I hare no doubt that carly in
summer 2 goodly nunber of voung minis-
ters will leave this country for Canada;
and this will be all the more necessary, as
1 have seen it stated in some of the Glas-
gow papers that an unusnal number of
respectable Scotel families are preparing
to emigrate to vour Province in spring.
The Church is so abundantly supplied at
Home now, and the aversion to emieration
is so much lessened by steam communica-
tion and other causes, that I have not tha
least doubt that, if you had an agent in this
country to beat up for recruits, at the time
when the young men who finish their
education this winter are abtaining license,
vou would have no difficulty in getting
wwenty or thirty, or any numbier vou please,
of young cletgamen, to embark for vour
destitute  localitics—The  Endowment
Scheme is also flourishing Levond former
yems. owing 1o the patriotism and piety
and prodigious energy of D Roberteon.
The result will ot be known tilt the meet-
ing of Assembly. but throughont the vear
fie has had a series of successful mectings
in all parts of the country, presided over
by the first noblemen of the land, who have
given magnificent donations, and whose
cuample hins had an excellent effect in
stirring up others.  Dr. Robertson is a
great philanthropist and eminent Christian,
and has given hiswhole energies to a noble
sch2me, which he hasalready praved to be
practicable. Year by vear he is writing
lns nawme in the history of the country,
not as the great leader of a schism, not as
the ditupter of Scottish religion, Scottish
society, and Seontish aationality, but as a
great Christian patriot inspired with the
ambition of 1waking providon for the
preaching of the Gospel to the poor.  As
2 token of the maunerin which lis labours
are appreciated, he is to be made Maodern-
tor of tho next Assembly, aud frone his
sspathy with all living movements good
things are expected of the Church under
his divection.—The Jewish Scheme under
the management of another Professer, Mr.
Mitchiell of St. Andrews, who has ample
time fully to attend to it, and whasce heart
i< in the work, bids fair to be much more
suecessful, with God’s blessings than hith-
1o, and is already assuming the propor-

tions of & large and cfficient establishment |

in the East. "Two voung men, licentiates
of the Chureh, who have been specially
devaling themselves to Hlebrew for the last
few monthe under 'rofessar Mitehell, are
sbout starting for the Jewich Miseion
field, if they are not already on their way
‘o that the reproach that none of our
Jewish Missionaries are Scotch clergynen
will now be wiped off —There is some dis-
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i charge, 8t. Janess, Glasgow, is vacant by

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

position {o reverse once more the decision
of the General Assembly with reference to
the accepting of grants in aid in India, but
this feeling g, 1 think, chiefly confined to
the Iidinburgh Presbytery.  That Vreshy-
tery has recently been eceupied with anoth-
er matter, in which considerable interest
is felt throughout the courtry, the propo-
sal to uncollegiate St. Andren’s Chuich,
Edinburgh, the first charge of which is
vacant by the death of Dr. Clark, who was
s0 long the Acting Convener of the Colo-
nial Committee, and to give the second
Minister to 8St. George’s. The proposal
was made by the Town Council. chicefly
on the grounds of the large size of the
Chureh and the larger population in St
Gearge’s Parish.  When it came to be
discussed in the Tresbytery, 18 voted for
the change, 18 against it, and the Modera-
tor gave his casting vote against 1 but an
appeal has been taken to the Svnod, aund 1
have little doubt lLut that the higher
Church Courts will 1everse the decicion of
the Preshytery.  Immediately after Dr.
Clwrk’s death, St. Andrew’s Congregation
petitioned the Town Council to present to
the vacant charge Mr. Robertson, of Mains
in Forfarshire, 2t voung clergvman who is
not »0 well known as some others, but who
is spoken of by many as the first preacher
in the Church.—Another important city

the dewth of Dr. Muir, a fine racy old man
of the old school, who was distinguished
in carly life as a successful student, and
throughout his ministerial carcer as a
faithful minister of the Gospel. He pre-
served the manuers, dress and language of
the Iast century, and belonged to a class
of ministers which is now nearly extinct.
He was agreat favourite in his own Parish,
and wherever he preached 3 and, when he
went to London to afficiate for Dr. Cum-
wming, which he frequently did, his country-
men flocked in crowds to hear him, e was
often quaint in his illustrations and in the
choice of histexts ; as a specimen of which,
he is said to have preached on the Sabbath |
after the Sccession from the words, “ And |
with Absalom went two hundred men out §
of Jerusalem that were called, and they
went in their simplicity, and they knew |
not anything” Ie will long be affec- |
tionately remembered by thoss who !
knew him, and tiese who sat under his
ministry, and I have no doubt there are
many Glasgow folk  scattered through
Canada who have pleasing recollections of
Dr. Mair of 8. James™s.

1 am afraid no great improvement is
taking place in cordiality of fecling and
Chustian charity betwixt the Established
Church and the Free.  Theve is decidedly
less open hostility than there was years
age, but there is very little inerease of
Christian utcrcourse. I thifk the Free
Chureli is to blamo for this, and that even
thase ninisters, who would willingly over-
leap the narrotw limits of sectarianiam, feel
theinsclves restmined by their position
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from doing so. T see from their news-
papers that they have still their own trou-
bles about the election of ministers, and
that their Presbyteries oceasionally inter-
fere with the choice of the people, and
tike up the cause of minorities, for which
they have the example of Andrew Melville
hiniself, the great advoeate of popular
Tights in his day, but who was the fitst to
interfure with his own principle, when the
verdict of the clectors did not please him—
urging as his excuse, “that there were
oceasions when votes should be weighed,
and not numbered.”  The Free Church
had at the first and have still scome from
the upper classes among the young men of
their ministry, and 1 have been told by
candid members of that communion that
the leaders have great difficulty in peisua-
ding congregations to accept such persons
as their pastors,

1 shall give you a specimen of the mor-
tifving and humiliating lengths to which
ignorant congregations will go, sent me
the other day by a friend in the countiy.
“The F. C. congregation «f ! he says,
“are busy just now electing a suceessor to
the late Mr. The people have sct
their minds upon two candidates. and they
are eagerly canvassing their respectivo
qualifications.  They cause them to «o
from house to house, which has the double
advantage of providing their board, and of
affording the opporur ity to all of a2 minute
iuspection.  They insist upon cach re-
maining two wecks in the Parish, in order
to prevent them from getling any assist-
ance with their sermons: and, to make
matters sure, it was actually proposed that
their texts should be prescribed to them,
that the cougregation might judee who
would make the most of them.”  Thisisa
treatment to which no young maun of any
spirit would submit, and which, if general,
would very soon utterly degrade the min-
istrv. Our ceclesiastical divisions, which
have driven so many to extremes, have
disorgamzed socicty and greatly diminish-
ed social happiness: and. if | am not mis-
taken, religious life is happier in Canada,
where you scem to have much mutual for-
bearance on the part of dificrent denomi-
nations. where vou are called away from
stife by Christian activity, and where all
are engaged in the hopeiul work of Iaving
the foundations of the institutions they love.
It is the opinien of not a fow, that new
ideas st be received from our Colonies,
aud that problems of Church Union, &<,
insoluble Liere at present, must first be tried
with von, and I think there can be little
doubt that cvery year the wnflucnce of their
Colonial branches will be more and more
felt by the mother Churches. Alicady,
during the past year, the missionary cxer-
tion< of our Sabbath Schools have re-
ceived an impulse from the nolle example
that you have set us in Canada; and 1
trust that the Church at Home and the
Church abroad will more and more re-act
upon cach other for good.




