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terest to our readers. He said fliat his
heort was drawn to the mission field by
reading wheii a bo)y the 8tory and the
Iettera of CGoddie and the Gordotis froiit
the New Hebrides.

Thoe evening devoted to Fronch Evan-
giit'tioii wu one of deep interoat. Thie

tReport was preaented by Pi-of. Serinîiger.
The Board bas 31 sehools. The colpor-
teurs and iosionaries distributed last
year 3,014 copies of the Scriptures and
about 22,000 French tracts and pamphlets.
Two hundred and twenty-six new meu-
bers were received last year, a conskler-
able number of these -being persons w. .ý>
during the year abjured Roînani.etm an d

rofessed their personsi4aiLb. in flhr.st.
T etotal receipts for the year were

041,731, the largeat sum ever given in afly
one year for the work, lut year's receipts
heing $34,256.

This is one of the mont important de-
partmienta in our churcli work. Thes pro.
grese niSy seet» at tie dizoouraging but
not only doea Chiristian love and ciuty, but
our liberties as a people, -depond largely
upon its vigorous prosecu tion. Rome is
ever and everywhere the same, crafty and
aggreseive, and where alto bus the power
has always been the foe of civil and reli-
giaus libe3rty.pr fte oniteo("i the eQto h otiteo
Te:npersnce there was a long and earnest
discussion, the chief centre of conflict
being around Prohibition, a few of the
members not being in sympathy with
church advocacy of Prohibitory legislation
while the larg majority was strongly in

%favor of it. The principal point in the
long resolution adopted is the folowing.

"T~his Assembly declares ite conviction
that the liquor trafflo is coutrary tu the
word of God and to, the spirit cf the Chris-
tian religion, that total prohibition
would be the mnt effective form of Tem.
uterance Legislation, that it is ini the higli-
est degree expedient that the state paie
a prohibitory law and that thue resuit je tu
be earnestly soughit by ail right meana."

One subject that evoked a good deal of
discuss ion wae the appointment of asapecial
claie of Evangelist-%. The subject came
up by ovorture from the Presbytery of
Ottawa, where* Mr. Meikie lias been la-
borin; during the puit winter, snd the
appo inýment of a special clam of men %vas
strongly urged. Othere took the ground
th at a ach moen as Mr. Meikle have now al
the sanction that could b. given, that lie

is a regularly Iicensed minister of our
clîurch, haring the saine sanction that any
mniber of Aseembly has, either tu engage
ini special evangolîstic work or to sett le
and labor ini une congregation. Aliit
unaninious tcsti'nony waa borne to the
valuei at timnte of special evangelistic ser-
vices aud to the faut of the special adalpta-
titan of some men for tlîat w 'rk. £he
etiecial point of coutroverey was, whetlier
the church sliould appoint and set spart
a nuinber of mien for that special work,
to be supported by the ohurch ns travel-
ling evatagelias. The tone of the discus-
sion shewed that the Assembly realized
that the subjeet was one of deoeat in-
tereat and vital importance. ?Perhaps
there was no question during the entire
meeting that wae discussedl under such a
d eep feeling of reep<aonsibility. At its con-
clusion a committee was appointeci tu take
the whole matter into consideration and
to report neit year. The matter bas been
befoDre -he laut three Ajisembiea.

How to deal with vacancies wue a ques-
tion that occupied much patient tliought
and time. Long vacancies are sometimes
net bel pf ul and yet how %are they te b.
avoideci Eacli matn or Presbyte ry lias a
acheiue; and one by one they are weiglied
and found wantiag. One overture re-
commende that if a vacat congregation
ie not settled, within six monthe that;the
Preebytery take the mnatter in hand and
settle a man fur a year or two. In some
quarters hîntelare given that. in any case
the.Presbytery Smght be -able to, make a
better cliaice than the people. This
bringe to the front'opome tucliy eiders
who do not like sucli "salurs,"' and think
that the people are quite weil fitted tW
choase. This maires, a "little diversion
froni the more serious aspect of the busi-
nes under considerat.on.. 4It is feit on al
aides that long continued vacancies are
an evil, but how te holp the evil is the

dfcut.The Presbyterian system, of
th epe choosing the minuster thàt

1 the wis i e will go with them, just au
a man chooses a wife if *ehe will bave litu,
inay bave its imperfections, ûr rather ina
4n imperfect world ne systeni can work
perfectly, but the question is-where eau.
we get a botter eystom. Msny peuple
think they eau maire matches for other
people botter than others cam fur theai-
selves, but in countries where this ixi
practiced there is not mucb improvemet
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