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'TAKE THE CHILDREN TO CHUÉRI

Considorable discussion has been aroused
eat different times as to tlue propriety of
.forcing objldren to attend divine service
-on the Sabbath. lu this conneçtion iLhas
been frequentlyurged that to oblige a

Ichild to go tu cliurcl against its will Might
resuit unfavorably as to its church-going
'habits in maturer ycars. Instances 'are
'rapeatedly cited wliere iinen have declared
thiat they used tu promnise thenisolves,
whien thuùs ubliged to go up te the house
of Ged, tijat should they ever live to be
their own masters they would avenge
theasselves of the distastf ul obligation by
reinaining away for ever after. And un-
*doubtedly in soned cases the u»fihial pro-
mise has been fulfilled.

But in an excellent sermon to which, it
was receuutly our privilege to, listent, the
pastor argued %%ith convincing plainness
that jubt the samne view should be taken in
this case as would ho if a child rebelled
.against attending echool during the week.,
What parent suficiently cognizant of the
importance of education would allow à
child te reinain away fronm scheol day after
,day sitinply because it did not want to go'l
And then, whiat inere chîld is capable of
judging of its jirosent or future iieeds in
any respect? IL is nothing shortcf injus-
tice, ixot tu Say cruelty, to ailow a littie
untauglit child to decide for itself what
course it shall jursue in any matter of
vital iinpof tance. But the trouble is, far
too miany p)arentï fail to recognize 'Che
habit of churoli-g<uing as beàng one of vital
iniportance. As regards the school on
week daya, a chuld begins its attendance'
at a certain age, t:îen conit*nus t'j go as a
iiiatter of course. Exceîit fur g(sod and
sufficient reation, it is expeuted and re-
offired that the pupil bo iii lais place ecd
&ay.

%Ve remenaber vividly the response
whicli a sudden declaration met when ope
day, away back in youthful years, we an-
nouinced <'ur decis'on flot te attend church
that miorninig. '£he kindly but shirewd
father looked up ira quick surprise and«
askcd: IlWhat! a-A you feeling sick te-
,day?" "No, air.' "'Haan't God apared
your life through t ie week jus? passed?"
" &Yes,. air. " ' Y o.i've been fcd anad càted
fer through t.he 'week, havexa't 'yoDu?"
"Yes, sir" I"Th-jn, mychild, whatgood
reason have you for staying away froin the
homse of God to-dity 1"

The question was unanswerable. We
wcnt to the house of God that day, and
ever since the years agone wlaen those
wise, judicîous (lu eries wvere set agaîneit a
foolieli deterinination te act falsely to the
Most faitiaful training and exaiuple, thiere
has neyer been a willingness oui our part
tu remuain away fromi the service of God's
house on the Sabbath except for what
seenued good and sufficiont reason. Trent:
it as a niatter of course that children wîll
regard the Snbbatli; and how else cauu they
regard it properly except by engaging for
at least a littie while in thu3 worship cf the
sanctuary? Parenuts cau do ne mncre tluai
to insiat ùpen respect te thieir wishes wvhile
children are still under their control, and
tieu leave resulta te God. But the forcé
cf early habits is something remarkahle.
Sup~pose with groiwing nunnhood there
coines a restless desire to break away fromi
the restraint and requironuent cf earlier
yenrs! Leave the children to God; if you
have been faithiul, he will surely ho. nnd
in "shewing inercy unte thousands cf
thein wlho love hiian and keep *his coini-
iiiandnicnts," hie -wili not forget to guai-d
the children of luis children*wlio have re-
nienibered the Sabbath-day te keep it
holy. Ten te eue those wholhaveuasertcd
their iradepetidenice for a wvhile by iieglect-
ing the duties cf the Sabbath wilI drift
back iiite the safe old habits of éliîfldhou d
again.-Free Chrarclà. Moudhtilil.-

KIND WVORDS.
WThat silence we keep, year afte- yeeu-,
Wîth tose wlu> are anosti near tu us aud dear!
W.e live beside eltech other dlay hy day,
And speak of inyriad thiings, but seldoun say
.Vhe full, sîveet word that -lies$ juet ini Our

reach ý
Beneatla the coiiiiîonplace ef ceminon sptechi

Mien eut of-sight suid eut ef reaic they go-
These close, fainiliarfu iends whio loved uisse;
And sitting in the shadew they have left,
Alone with lonelinEss, And sore bereft,
We think -with vain regret cf sine iiiina word
That once we mighit hiave said, anl they

have heard.

The Conunuen Council of the city of
Hlamburg huas dechined te present to the
Romnan Cathelic order of 'lGray Nunis"
thegift; cf s- plot of land, for art hospital.
The refusai is grounded upeni the charge
that the-hospital weuld becume tho enr
cf proselytiug influaênée.
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