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during Mr. McLeod's absence, wero no-
#ed with approval, also the favourable ex-
ovomation of Charles Ragbir.

The Council requested payment of 3198
?cnrrml in providing o teacher for the

rine-stown school, during the past six
months  Voted

Intoresting Letters wore road from Rev.
J. Aunand and from Ih, Steel.  Rev.
ITr. Gray was beine settled at Ipi, Rev.
Mr. MeKenzie looked for at Fate, Mr.
Roberts on preparing for his return, and
Er Annand, having rcturned from Synod
aad from louse-building for Mr. Gray,
whs at work with encourngement among
&2z own people.

P. G. McGregor.

THE STUDY OF HEBREW.

Jwe CrAIMS UPON THEOLOGICAL STTDENTS
AND CHRISTIAN MINISTERY,

By Rev. Pror. Currin,

Recent years have witnessed a revival
of Hebrew learning.  This is a token for
pol.  Itproves thatOld Testament stud-
8 aro attracting much attention and
®at biblieal scholars wishto go to the
fHuntain head. The study of Hebrew claims
K high place in a theological curriculum.
ieclaimig'well founded, and the church-
et should accord it a fitting response,
Evory language loses by translation.
Hcbrew is no exception. The O, T.
?nptures are purest in the original.
ven after the revision of our anthorized
ion is completed, and has itself been
Za?jccted to a revision, the faithful stu-.
8ppt will consult his Helnew Bible, 1f
nisters are expected to be able to read
eck, why not Hebrew also? The prom-
enco assigned the discussion of 0. T.
opics at the present day by the new
egftical school urges upon the defenders
-of the Bible the study of Hebrew. This
shool would reconstruct Israelitish his-
fory and seriously modify the traditicnal
Relief concerning the 0. T. Canon, and
g gencrally accepted view of Inapira-
n. It would have us believe that
aeither the early bistory of the chosen
cople agcontained inthe historical books
%pr the writings of the earlier prophets
icate a knowledge of the Levitical law
snd thot therefore the elaborato legisla-
gon of the middle books of the Penta-
%:ch are post-exilic in their origin.
ese doctrines have recently been ven-
§iated in the greit Robortson Smith dis-
sion in Scotland and they number s
w sympathizers both in Britain snd the

United States.  Probably they will gain
wore adherents in British and” American
churches. A knowledge of Hebrew is
neceseary to sift these new theories, It
posesses the potency of Ithariel’s spear.
As the churched in the Dominion can
hardly remain unaffected by such discus-
sieng, it is the duty of ministers to be
prepared for replying to such questions
as: - Has the critical school made good
its position? If to any extent it has, will
the generally accepted view of Inspira-
tion require modification to allow a place
for the admitted facts? Herctofore the
study of Hebrew outside of Germany has
been rathor superficial. A knowledge of
even the elemen s has not genera ly re-
garded as » requisite for entering Theo-
logical Halls. In Germany Hebrew is
taught in the Gymnasium, and the can-
didate for the ministry begins his strictly
{)rofessional studies with a good know-
edge of the language. Among ourselves
the churches cannot expect profound He-
braists anless by insisting upon at least o
year’s workas & pre-requisitefo. entrance
upon the study of theology. Outside of
Germany in times past the churches have
occasionally produced eminent Hebraists,
witness for example John Lightfoot who
had the Talmud at his finger ends. The
outlook just now is quite hopeful. Bri-
tain and America are producing some fine
scholars. Diiver, Wilkes, Cheyne, Da-
vidson, Green, Curtiss and Brigge, are
men to whom even continental Hebraists
have accorded high praise. Theological
Halls are devoting much time to 0. T.
literature, and this implies a growing ac-
quaintance with Hebrew. But a know-
ledge of this language neced not be con-
fined to professional theologians. Intel-
ligent laymen, even by private study,
could in a_ year acquire » fair acquain-
tance with it. Milton and Coleridge read
Hebrew. Sir Robert Lowe advocated its
introduction into schools. Young ladies
of a scholarly turn might add it to their
other intellectual accomplishments, Ith-
ridge’s daughter when in her teens could
read the Hebrew Scriptures with ease.
Should the present revival of Hebrew
learning fail in largely affecting non-pro-
fessionals, we may hope that theological
students will go on to perfection,and that
when they graduate they will give evi-
dence of their scholarship by the high
oharaoter of their O. T. expositions.

THE TRINIDAD MMISSION.

By Rev. A. Farconrr. No. 5.
In our last paper we noted the arrival
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