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T COMMBROIAL.

London Fur Sales.

‘The following is the report of Phillips,
Pollitzer & Cv's. October asles as contained in
the Fur lrads Reviewr —

The attendance at the sales, attracted by tho
unusual interest taken in the fur seal sale, was
very numerous from the Continent end Uunited
States ; aud fur seals seemed to absorball the
attention of buyers, to the detriment of many
other important articles.

The rosults point to a fairly satisfactory
year's trading, prices in wnost inatances being
cither maintained, or improved upon, since last
sale.

The goods offered for compotition were as
follows :

Fur seals—In extraordinary demand, conse-
quent upon, not anly an enormous consump-
tlon, but also a short supply, the catch of
Alaska skins having, through the alirming
decrease in tho number of animals on Alaskan
territory, bemn suddenly restricted by the
American Goverrment, to one fifth of the usual
quantity, viz., 21,000 instead of 100,000 skins,

Alaska—21,000 =kina, (last year 100,000). A
very fine parcel in excellent condition and
of superior quality, realized an average advance
of 73 per cent.—S0 per cont., and were sccured
almost entirely for America.

Cupper Island—12.712 skins (last March,
52,763). The collection usrally offered in
March, in very good coadition, and of fino
quality, sold at an average mdivance of 50 per

cent. The bulk was purchused for Amuwrica,
but a coosidersble portion w.s taken for
England.

North West Coast—17,139 skins (last year,
19.953). Of superior quilry, advanced alsv
about §0 per cent. on last sale.

Lobos—8.639 skins (last year, 5,004). Only
of middting quality, advanced 35 per cent.

Cape of Guod Hope—718 skins (lust year
670) A small parcel of fair quality, of which
the large sizes advanced only a lutle, while the
small skins, bough: fur unhairing, sold at very
high prices,

Raccoon— 73.069 skins
and rather neglected; sold 10 per cent. below
Yast sale,

Skunk—26,768 skins. Mostly inferinr lots,
met with fair demand, and brought fully June
prices.

Red fox—2,308 skins ‘last year, 1,175). Maio.
tained fully June prices.

Maiten—2,735 skins (last year,
Maintaiced fully June values.

Russian sables—1,974 skins (last year, 3,683).
Have done better than last ssle, and were all
sold at 15to 20 per cent. advance compared
with June.

Lynx—4$20 skins (last year 344).
15 per cent.

2,503)).

Advanced

White fox—2,137 skins {last year, 21). Not
in request ; declined 20 per cent.
Otter—844 skins (last year, 2,128). In im.

proved demaad ; advanced 25 per cent.

Black, brown and grizzly bears—~1,542 skins
last year, 2,172). In good request; black ad-
vaaced 23 per cent. ; browo and grizzly, 20 per
cent.

Anmerican opossums—137,044 ekins (last year,
4,684). Very much neglected ; declined about
925 per cent. on the low prices of last sale.

Musquash—83,084 skins.  Brought Juue
prices,

A poor collection :

Black musquash—G6,793 skins.
p.ices,

Mink—15,135 ekins (last year, 26000 Tho
Jower class skins soll 13 per cent. under Juue,
while tho few fino skina offored proved in very
good demand and advanced 40 per cent.

Japancso fex —40,702 skias (last year, 18,057).
Advanced 20 per cont

Real chinehilla—2,234 skins (last year, 4180).
Tho fine skina in good request and sold at 205
shillings pec dozen.

Basrard chinchilla—63,395 skins (last year,
44,236).  Declined 25 per cent.

Australian opassutna—1 048.806 skins (last
yoar, 1.397.948).  Although tho quantitics
brought forward are smaller than this time last
year, there was no disposition shown for large
purchases, aml the prices realized are about
the rame as in Juno last ; a good many luts had
to be withdrawa,

Wombat—38.454 skius (last year, 151,716);
are in improved demand, and certain kinds
suitably for tanuing purpotes sotd at very high

rices.

Wallaby—32,123 skins (las* year, 59,194);
are in improved demand, and certain kinds
suitable for tanning purposes sold at vory high
prices.

Monkeys—51,500 skins (last year, 41,403).
In faic request, and realize lully last eale
pricos,

BroughtJune

Northwestern Ontario.

_ The Portago Lske Canal, originally a private
enterprire, is to bo s0ld to the goverament. and
will, with its counnections, be widenaed and
deepened. furnishing a chaunel for tho largest
vessels and enabling them to avoid the detour
around Keweenaw Point, the most dangerous
piece of oavigatiun on Lake Swperior. The
works purchased include two caunaly, one five
miles in length, and connecting Lake Portage
with Lake Superior on the eust, tho other two
and one eighth miles long and making the con.
nectivn to westward,

The Outario Government have withdrawn
fromn sale under the mining act und regulations
of the province all lands lying between the
eastern boundary of the township of Amrey in
Nipissing and the western townships of Eston
and Spragge in Algoma. No further sales.
therefore, will be made in mining locations
within this territory except where tho appli
cation has been made accompanied by the
necessury purchase money or where a large
proportion of the purchise money has been
paid in and where a substaotial sum has been
expended in daveloping the mine or in com-
ple-ing surveys of location. The present price
of mining locations in the territory nentioned
is §2 per acre and it is 2uderstood the govern.
ment proposes substituting for it a graduating
scale of iacreased prices. The recent dis-
coveries of nicklo, copper, and other ores in
certain sections of the territory In question
hava created a great demond for locations and
applications for patents have been pouring into
the Crown Lands Dopartment in great numbers,

Bleached Wheat

It has heen shown by practical experiment at
Virden, Manpitoba, that tirst-cluss flour can be
made from badly bleached wheat. A furmer
offered a load of very hard-looking wheat on

that market, for which the highest bid he

could obtain from half a dozen grain buyers was
30 conta per bushel. The farmer refused this,
and finally tonk his load of grain to Koester &
Son's mill at Virdoa, and hd the graio ground
into flour. A small quauntity of the flour from
this wheat was kopt by the miller for the pur.
poso of testing. This was made into bread by
Mrs. Koester, and it has p-oduced a tirst.class
article. A loaf of bread from this flour was
shown a ropresontative of Tur CoMMERCIAL,
and it appeared to be an oxcellent article. Tt
was of good color, Jight and sweet, and in overy
souso a really good bread. Tae wheat was
apparently vory badly damaged from bleaching.
and would generally be considerod as almost
unsaleablo for milling purposes, but this prac.
tical test has shown that it was still valuablo
for milling.  This wheat was also slightly
frosted. Bleaching, though injuring the ap-.
pearance of the wheat, apparoncly does not so
seriously affect the quality of the grain as
might bo suppmed from examining o sample.
It cortainly dons reduco the quality of wheat,
but not to such an oxtent as dmige from frost.
White frost destroys the substance of the grain
and causes in it a chemicil changa which ro-
duces its milling value in proportion to ths
condition of the grain when frosted, tho effect
of bloachinyg is maro apparcut on the outside,
while the substance of the wheat is not so
seriously affected. A plump, well matured
ssmple of wheat will still mzke a good flour,
though it may be very badly bleached.

Flour Prospects.

Tho flour murket gives fair satisfaction to
Northwestern millers, who are turningouta
larger amouut than usual, and whose sales aro
ahead of production. Tno one thing thatis
very encouraging is that the bayiug has not
been for speculation so as to pile up a large
surplus in the hinds of dealers, with the fluar
to come back ngain on the market iu case of an
advauce. The contracts inade for its sale have
s0 mavny of thew been made abroad that the
wider distribution will prevent much of the
evil to millera of dealors undersething them
now as they have many times beforo. Fow
millera expect, however, that there will be such
an immediate rise as to bring that particular
phuse of flour business into sharp rolief. Sull,
there is & well considered opinion that the
inarkets have recently beon about as low as
conservative opinion woull place them for this
geason, and that being so the tendency to higher
prices would naturally leave in the hauds ol
traders with a large surplus the means for suc
cessfully competing with miilers after a rise
the cost of wheat.

This season’s trade has ot gone largely inte
channels of that character, which is uoquestion
ably a good thing for four makers. That i3,
rise has not been so much aaticipated by specu
lators in the trade as to give iato their hands
the pawer of demoralizing business. The dom
estic buying this year has oot been of o very
conservative kind, and until receatly foreign
buying has been light of pitents, so that
the business does not seem to be menaced by
threatening conditions from any quarter, in the
immediate future at least.—Minneapelis Ma it
Record.

e, ) Sealp———

The students of Manitoba College haveissued
the first number of the sixth anuual journal.
It is neat and the reading matter a credit to the
editorial staff,
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