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THE COMMERCTAL.

idea he had simply made use of tha pevfectly
well ascortained o'cctric laws which had been
developed chiefly in conucction witn electvic
lighting. Some ten yecars ago, had this idea
occurred to him, he should bave putitto one
side, as that time there was too much to be done
in vespect to electricity to make it practicable.
But one thing led to another, and electric
lighting had developed dynamos to such an
oxtent that suflicient power had been attaived
to use it as a wmotor, and it way the great
dovelopment of that power which had led
him to make the experiments the results of
wiich he was about to explain. He then gave
& description of tha *‘line,” and referred to the
difficulties he had experienced in gelting up a
proper kind of **locomotive.” He had aimed
at conquering gradients that no steam locomo-
tive could look at. it was necessary to avoid
iao electric locomotives all losses of power by
friction. It took curves easily and without any
friction shatever, and there was bardly any
possibility of the trucks been thrown off the
line. A madel train was next run along a
model railway terminating ina series of octagon
circles, aud the trucks took the curves frecly
and without a hitck. He now came to the
-economical question, to see how far from being
a mere toy the idea could be developed into a
practical workiug machine able to do the work
required hy the manufactucers of the country.
The lives were not intended to compete with
the railways, but rather to act as feeders to
them by collecting goods throughout districts,
carrying them to the stations, where they
would be patinto trucks. Tiis would have
a great influence upon the railway traffic. The
class of line Lo woulld put up with posts and
rods ooght not to cost more thau £500 per
mile. For engine-power for a 25-mile line he
would pat down £1,509 per awnum. In con.
cluding, Professor Jenkin said he did not
propose to touch upon all the mztters connected
with the possible development of his scheme.
He would simply leave his hearers with the
-mpression that the wiole contrivance was
what he might simply call an clectrie horse and
cavt.—Millers' Journal.

The Polly of Cafting.

Ideas of value, as of other thiags, are in.
clined to run to extremnes. As in an upwaszd
movement prices scldom stop at a reasomable
limit, 80 when declining they trench on the
cost of production, and in buth cases every
man’s idea of value is, as a zule, made up of a
compound of the ideas of all other men with
whom ne has exchanged views. No matter
how high prices reach, some are always found
who belicve they will go yet higher, and when
they are low many are ever predicting yet fur-
ther declines.

Purchases are scidomn made because the price
is low. Especially is this true in depressed
times, when asy price is high for an article
wwhich is 10t needed, and when mea buy orly
becanse they must to meet reqairemeats.
Sach unlimited buying is independent of price,
and would result at any price. In times of
prosperily a cut may pessibly be made without
cotailing any further cifects, and may sevee to

woirk off a surplus stock, but in times like the
present it is taken as an acknowledguent on
the pavt of the seller that prices are too high,
and Legets further lack of confideaco and
oxerts a perwanent injurious iufluence upon
trade. The lowness of piice isin everyouo's
mouth, and the nows of every cohuession flies
on the wingsof lightening in all directions.
Other dealers and mauufacturera meet the cut
in self-defeuce, and anothor lower leve! of
prices is established, only to again recede at
the news of the next cut. The demand for
lower prices becomes chivonic on the pars of the
purchaser,  Public opinion is formed on a
lower estimate of values, from which the
1ecovery is difficult. It is therefore a scrious
thing to cut prices, and oue that ahou'd not be
vesorted to except uunder very cxceptional cir-
cumstances, Men are poeae to buy on an
advancing market. They are eqaally disposed
to avoid a decliniug one, aud the cut weakens
general demand.  Values usually siffen with
increased demnand, and experience teaches that
the couverse s also true, that demard ircreases
as values grow firmer —Intustrial World.

The Belt Question.

The question, * Which side of a leather belt
shall ran on the pulley side?” seems no: to
oblain a universally satisfactory solution, aud
some <stablishments use both ways. The fore-
man, who prefers the coaptation of the flesh
side with tke pulley, cldims that his belts last
longer. In favor of this practice, a veriter in
the Journal of Ruilway Appliances gives these
reasons : ‘‘Leather is fibroas, and underaglass
shows small triangular scctious, the gianular
or very delicate part being at the apex on the
smooth side of the belt, while the fleshy bot-
ton part is a coarsc and thicker fibre, but
when p.operly skioned, 1t is just as smooth as
the grain, and a great deal tougher aad arore
enduring. Belts that bave run on the graiu for
some time become cracked, hecause the tender-
est part has been subjected to the hardest
usag». If the fleshy side does the work, the
grain nide being clastic, the fibrous part be-
comex bound closer together. This view was
unzquivocably sestained recently by the thirty
years' experience of the proprictor of oue of the
most extensive helting fuctories in the country,
who 3aid the belt thus run in the *‘ natural
position of the hide.”” Oun the vther haad, the
superintendent of an establishment where heavy
machine tools a.¢ made runs al' his belts pain
side to pulleys, claiming a closer contact and
longer endurance. These pulleys are all of
turned, finished iron, and possibly the different
pulley material may zccount for these aiffer-
ences as to use.  \Wooden faced pulleys, especi-
ally above twenty-four inches in diameter, are
coming into use again.—Journal of Commerce.

The Largest Wooden Vessel Ever Bailt.

It is generally believed that the largest sized
sathng ships have been built within the past
three or four vears. This is not the case.
Probably the largest wooden ship ever bhuilt
was launched ag Quebec on June 23, 1825.
This was the timber ship Baron of Renirew.

An account of hier faunchivg taken from an old
paper gives her dimeutions as follows : *“ Length
309 feot; bredth, 60 feet: depth, 38 fect
internally, 57 feot externally ; anchor, 44 tons;
tonnage, 5,888 tons; from taffuail to’ keel, 50
feet ; maimnast ebove deck, 75 feet, whole
length, 104 fect 5 wainyard, 73 feet ; bowsprit,
60 fect; draught of water, loaded, 24 foot;
length of tiller, 28 feet, 14 iuches diameter;
hemp cuble 27 inch, 100 fathoms, und weight
120 ewt.; chain cable 120 fothoms, links 14
inches long, 7 inches over, of 7-iuch bariron:
cargo on Loard when launched, 4,000 tons of
timber; cargo, from 8,600 to 9,000 tons; 30
times ground the capstan make o mile ; 4 time,
the surface of the deck equal one acre; 3,000
tons timber to build her, 12 tons oakum, 125
sons iron.” This vesse) w. s lost on the Flemish
Banks in October of the same year.—J3aritime
Register.

EMERSON.

1t is estimated that about 500,000 bushdls of
wheat will be niacketed here. From all appear
ances the average yield wiil not be below foity
bushels to the zcre.

Vegetables of all kinds are plentiful. From
the memory of the ‘“oldest inhabitant”
this has been tho most successful season for
gardening ever known in this section of the
country.

The crops north, west and east of Emersom
look magnificent. Never were the proapects
for a bountiful haivest auy brighter. The
farmers are all busy cutting barley, and wil)
commen: ¢ cutting wheat next week. A good
many farmers intend doing away with stacking
theii grainaad thrash immediately aftercutting
As a natural consequence of the farmers being
<1l hard at work, business in the city is very
quiet, but the merchants are hopeful of doing
a rattling tiude after harvest.

Tus great Panama Canal of Leseeps will be
completed in 158S8. Some $42,000,000 has al.
ready been expended.  About all the difficult
and cxpensive work has bLeen done and the
work will be rapidly pushed.

RYCOUBAGE HOME INDLSTRY.  1403Ms* ¢,
% Levis, Manufactuser of Crolce Havanna Cigass £ 1
vl msmomptly filled. 361 Ma'n Street, opposite Duw.
dea Block. Wiunipee.

Manufacturers of
BISCEIT--cvery varicty,
Coffec & Spices. Self-Raising Flour,

The Trade only supplied, and on best teras. Seard for

Broous,

Prico Liys.
WOODS, OVENS & CO,
Fastory and Ofico—Corner Higging, Fonscea ana An e
Steeets, Wianipeg.
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