THE C

RITIC. 7

sbout 120,000 tons, worth at loast a million of dollars. A barn that in ordi-
nary yoars contiins 50 tons of hay will havo its complement this year in 40
tons. It ixnot to be oxpected, howevor, that this deficioucy will causo
serious anxioty to many farmeors, as it is probablo that it will bo amply made
up froip othor sources, At the commoncoment of the summwor there was
stock of unused hay in wany barns sufliciont to balance tha doficiency of
tho prosent crop, Not loss satisfuctory is it to learn ihat in tho Westein
Countica, and wharaver the grass was cut carly, the hay has boon cured and
got into tho barua in oxcellont order, tho only exceplion buing in Victoria
County, where, in ono district, about fivo por cent. was saved 1n 1nferior cou-
dition. Somo oorrcspondonta also refor to tho grass ns unusually solid and
putritious, Tha state of the crip, however, in tﬁo principal hay-producing
Counties of {he Provinco in sufticient to foreshadow the probability of highor
pricos for hay thaa have obtained for some time; ownors of livo stock will
do well to munke such provision for wintor keop as circumstances suggest, in
order to vko out tho scant supply of hay A ‘I'ruro correspondont montions
the significant fact that hay off tho field brings 310 00 per ton thia yenr,
whereas in formor years when the crop has hoon abandant, it has sold s low
as §6.00; it was never kuown to sell 8o high bheforo so early in tho scason.
In somo districts fower calvos sro being rmised, so that loss stosk may ho
wintered. The deficioncy in hay will also be mado up, to some oxtent, by
the increasing attontion to ensiluge, fudder and root crops, and the excellent
fall-feed that 18 promised by the vigorous growth of pastures and attermath
at the presont time, °*
_ PASTURAGE— ORAZING.

‘I'here is probably no country in America that affords greator facilities for
summor grazing than Nova Scotis. Pastures aro readily formed from wild
forest land, by chopping, burning, and secding with suitable grasses,—tho
beat boing Timothy, Dutch White, Large Red, and Alsike Clovers, Cucksfoot
and the Fescucs. Several wild grasses, such ns Juno grass, the native
Fesoues, and Couch, como in naturally to supplement tho grasses sown.
Whilst the country is so well adapted for grazing, thero is no department of
agricultyre so much neglected as tho improvement of pasturce. Grazing
bogins in Yarmouth at beginning of April; in other districts mostly in May,
and continues till October or November; the pastures proper are supple
mented by the aftermath or sccond growth on tho hay fields.

LIVE 8TOCK.—CATTLE.

Tho returns from tho soveral districts show that the difforent kinds of
Live Stock of the Province are, in general, in good condition, healthy and
thriving, Nova Scotia has been long noted for the excoptionally healthy
and vigorous character of its Live Stock, and it is hoped that its character,
in this respect, will be maintained. The Provincial Voterinary Surgeon
mnkes periodical visits, at advertisod timos and places, whero ho can be con-
sulted by stock-owners, and his advico obtained. His priucipal work this
summer has beon to attend to casual cases of slight ailments common to
cattle, and to the poerforming of surgical oporations. ‘The strictest vigilance

js muintained in regard to tho symptomatic appearance of any discaso apt to
spread.

HORSES,
'

Tho number of thoroughbred Horses imported inte the Provinco during tho |
last fow yoars is by no means inconsiderablo, the heavier horsvs having boon
encouraged by Jiberul premiums from the Provincial funds,—and thesa
importations, chiofly of Clydosdales and Percherous, cannot fail to tell:
powerfully in raising tho standard and atyle of our horser, Bat it is in the
future that tho improvement will bo porceived,

BHEEY.

The raising of Sheep is an industry for which the Provinco is peculiarly
well adapted, $here being excollont summer pasturage all over the country,
and wintor pasturage, as well, along tho shores and Islands of the Atlantic
Coast, in tho suuth western part of tho Poninsuls. Yet our flocks do not
increaso a8 might bo expected. There is an incresso in the following Coun-
tis : Annapolis, Antigonish, Capo Broton, Hante, Invornoss.

Tho following Counties show an apparent decreass . Culchostor, Digby, ¢
Guysborough, Halifax, Quren’s, Richmond. In Victoria tho decreaso in
number is made up for by the bettor quality. .

Southdowns have beon found to thrive remarkably well, and to bo easily
maintained in high condition, but thoy lack size, and the largor Downs,
especially the Shropshire and Hampshire Downs, are proferred.  Loicosters
wore introduced at an ocarly period and served to improve the flocks, espe-
cially in Hants County ; subsequently Cutswold Rams woro imported.

The dry season has beon a favorable one for Sheep as thoy thrive well on
the shost, rich grass, and tho Lambs aro in good condition.
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IN THE WILDS OF AFRICA.
AN INTERESTING ADVENTURE RELATED BY EXPLORER TISDEL.

Mr. W. P, Tisdel, the well-known African explorer, has had adventures
enough in the Dark Continont to fill half a dozen books like ** Tho Arabian
Nights,” says the New York Mail and Express. Tho fact that he has lived
through 20 rauch danger, survived fovers, that carricd poor Livingstone and
hundreds of other mon off, and wanderzd for days through ‘ungles so high
the sun never ponotrated them, are proofs that ho is a man ot great cournge
snd wonderful vitality,. He speaks five Janguages, besides o Rumber of dia-
lects, With the clephant rifle, pistol and sword, ho is an export, and also an
adopt with that powerful weapon, the pon. Ho left on tho steamer Zrave,
Wednesday, for Drosden, whero his fumily is located. Ho rolated, just

beforo he-departed, an incident in his varied career.

“ Somo timo ago,” ho said * I was making n voyags on a Frouch steamor
on the western const of Africa. 1t cxpectod to o to'. certain paint, mako
up a caravan and pounotrate into tho interior of Africa.  All of my accoutro.
monts, such as hoads, money and brass trinkets for the trading and making
presonts, wore on board. ‘Tho steamor was bowling along vno hot day off
tho cost of Sonegal. No ono dreamed of dunger. Suddenly tho vessel
gave a great lureh, nnd considerablo excitemont followed. It was goon nscor-
tained that tho shaft was broken, and that wo wern at tho merey of the winds
nnd waves  Wo drifted townrds (forae Talad, which is fuur miles fiom the
wainland.  Io n fow honm tho.vessel strandod «nid loft us no altornative hut
to tako tho two boats. By careful managing wo lnded safely, aud I saved
my outfit. Gores Island is south of Capo de-Verde, in north latitude 14.39,
wost longitudo 17.26, and threo miles in circumforonco.  The town of that
namo occupies two thirds of the islamd, «md has a population of 6,000, It
is an entrepot for Senegal gam, ivory, guid dud, mal other productions of
the coast  On tho northeast sido, where wa landued, there was a sandy bay,
tho only oue to the littlo island  ‘The uative llorens are black, but not eo
fierce and troachorous ns those on th miinlmd.  Tho town iz a tough
place, and I mado immodiate arrangoments to depwrt. I mustored a small
caravan, and resolved to go into the interior. I engaged a lot of canoes to
carry us across tho four milo channel to Dakar, o town on tho coast. I did
not kuow beforo I started what was tho status of Dekar- whethor the inhabi-
tants, who numbor some 3,500 souls, wete peaceablo or warliko. Whon wo

sot foot upon land & body of warriors, neatly naked, came rushing towards

us. They uttered loud eries, and tho rings through the noses of some snd
the elephants' tusks mttling around their necks made a hideous and rovolt-
ing speetacle. They were armoed with spears and assegais> I ordered my
men not to fire until I advanced and ondeavored to hold a parloy. I supposo
[ had taken half duzen stops whon a g negro ran forward and eried out

‘ Boss, does you speak English?’

I was surprised and quickly exclauned :

¢ Whero in — did you como from?'

* I camo frotn Baltimore, boss.’

I-demnnded an oxplanation, and he informed me ho had been sent out
from Baltimoro to Liberia by the Awmorican Colotizition Suciety. He found
on arrival in Liberia that it was not a land {lowing with milk and honoy,
and that ho had to work. It was not what ho had bargiined for. Ho went to the
intorior and joined a tribe inhabiting the Kony Mounttins, 1o was ns
much of a native as though born and reared among thom ; had no aspira-
tions above the lowest, and could speak their dilect flaontly, I gave him
preseots, and he beeame my guide.  Ho pacified the fieren-looking tribo and
satisfied them wo wero frionds.  That night we spent i Dakar.  Tho inhabi-
tants turncd out en nasse, naked, to gazo upun us.  If Luuloe Zola desires to
depict ravoliing realism, I adviso him tu visit Dakar and study the mnativo
citizon in his primitive state. It was a tnvonbight night, and the natives
held one of their infornal fetich dances. 1t was a wetrd and unearthly
scono— tho incarnation of tho idea of pandemoninm let loose. Tho bollo of
the oceasion was a tall Kong nogroess, who was attived in a costwmna that
peculiarly disolayed her muscular physizal charms.  An empty metallic car-
tridge shell hung suspeuded from the contro cartilage of hor nose, and
highly polished charms made from the ivory of the hippc potamus were strung
around her gladintorial neck. Around hor nassive loins a double row of
glass beads jingled as she sprang about like a wild dervish, aud hugs brass
rings flapped from tho lopes of hor cars.  Whoen I left the scono the Kong
bollo was oxecuting o fantastic pirouctto and huwling a rasping dirgo, ne*
nearly as molodious as a whistling buoy.

KILLING AN ELEPHANT. N

Bright and carly, with the Baltimoro negro as ono of my guides, I
started for tho interior. 1o called me ®boss,’ aud convinced mo that I
could trust him us far as porsenal safoty was concorned. I losned him a riflo
and put him in front of the van. Ile started off whistling ¢ Yankeo
Doodle,’ the only evidenco he gave of kindly remembranca of the land he
was reared in.  For two or three days wo mide good progress, and then our
journey becatme somowhat dangoerous from mcotin roving bands of nomads,
wko wished us to pay tribute fur the privilege ot passing. Sowmnetimes a fow
trinkots would satisfy thom, and if that failed, a fow drops of gin, which
they prize more than all money. After weeks of constant travelling and
oncountering all kinds of difficultics wo discuverod elophunt tracks. It
raised & commotion among tho guides and the nativo carriers 1n the van.
They wanted to soo an olophant killed. I hoped that the clophants would
keep out of sight, as I did not want to shoot, and perhaps only wound one.
At tho closo of a long day's journoy the guides in front sot up a cry, and
camto running back. I hoard a heavy crackling as if somo pondorous animal
was rushing through the forest, breaking tho bushes and twigs. Thoy
shouted “elephant ¥ My idea was that tho olephant was trying to escape,
and I concluded not to intorfere. Tho trail suddenly turned, and coming
down upon us was a huge malo clephant. The animal was trying to got
away, but got mixed up as lo the proper direction to take. His speod was
50 great T know he could scarcely turn bofore he reached us. Tho natives
yolled and fled. Tho Baltimore negro threw down his rifle, but when he
saw mo brinqing my gun into position he camo back. T fired quickly, snd
tho olephant roared with paln and turned. 1 took deliberato sim then, and
sent n ball into his sido. This must have penecivated a vital part, for the
animal camo near falling. Four more shots in rapid succession wero fatal in
their result. The elephant ran a hundred yards and fell upon a knoll, where
ho soon died. The natives in the caravan camo up and danced around the
fallon king of tho forest in great joy. A villago uot far off heard that an
olephant had been slain, and turno L out ¢> eat um mp  They looked liko
vultures desconding upon a carcass.  ‘Tho sight was revolling. The women
had ravonous appetites as well as the moa, anl gorzed to their hearts’ con-
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