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Tueg Right Rev. Rev. Dr. Paul Durien, 0.8.1., in his first pas-
toral as Bishop of the newly made See of New Westminster, says:
“Looking buck to 1863, when Pius IX  sent owr illustrious pre-
decessor (Bishop D’Herbomez, 0.8.1.) to British Columbia, to
sow the seed of the Divine Word, what do we see?  This Pro-
vinee was then almost exelusively peopled by Indians, plunged in
the darkness of paganism. But the musturd seed has now
grown into a magnificent tree, under which have found shelter
more than 15,000 Indians, who astonish the world by their pro-
gl‘(;s§t in civilization, their excellent morals, and their Christinn
spirit.”

His Emixence Canvixan Mannixe, writing through his seere-
tary, says with respect to the propused Labour Commission, that
until it shall have beon appointed and the names of the com-
missioners huown, together with the extent and natare of the
matters in reference, it is not in his power to form any opinion
further than to say that such an inquiry ought to be productive
of the greatest benefit, and that the mere issuing of such a com-
mission is proof of the urgent necessity of treating the whole of
this great question as vital to the welfare of the country.

Norwitastannine the undoubted benefits which Prince Bis-
mark conferred upon Germany, it is still doubtful whether he will
be able to sccure the seat in the Reichstag for which he offered
himself as & candidate. [t was thought that searcely a consti-
tuency would refuse to eleet the man of iron, all that was needed
being that he should present himself for the sufivages of the
people.  But in spite of his past record, he did not secure 2 ma-
Jority of the clectors of Geestemunde, the constitueney for which
he offered himself. e received, however, the largest vote given
to any candidate, the result of the poll being: Bismark, 7,557 ;
chmalfeld (socialist), 3,928; Plate (Guelph party), 8,842; Adolff
(Freisinnige), 2,619.  As it is necessary in Germany to secure a
majority of the votes polled, there will he another ballot before
the election will be decided.  Great apathy was shown by the
clectors, only forty per cent. of the voters having voted at all.
It is believed that the reason for this was that Bismark took no
part in the contest. He did not even issue an address to the
electors.

A Digeatenr dated Rome, April 28, says:—Early this morning
a tremendous explosion shook this city to its foundations, spread-
ing terror and dismay on all sides.  The people rushed affrighted
from their homes into the streets, houses rocked, pictures fell
from the walls, thousands of panes of glass were broken, erochery
was shattered, furniture was overturned, chimneys crashed down
on the roofs and in some instances toppled over into the
streets.

All the thoroughfares were strewn with bricks, stones, splinters
and other debris, hurled there by the force of the powerful con-
cussion which had caused Rome to totter on its foundations.
People of all ages and conditions were rushing, pale with fear,
about the streets. Rents and eracks appeared in the walls of
houses, the plaster fell from the ceilings and general desolation
prevailed.  In many instances people were thrown from their
beds by the shock.

The general opinion prevailed that Rome had been visited by
an_earthquuke und that w second shock might reduce the city to
ruing.  Finally, when something like order had been restored,
the real cause of the explosion beeame known. It was discovered
that the immense powder magazine at Pozzeno Pantaleo, four
kilometres from Rome, had exploded, and that it had caused
enormous damage to the neighbouring fort.

The shock which caused Rome to tremble did not spare the

Vatican.  That venerated place shook with the rest of the
buildings when the foree of the explosion was felt and several of
the fumou : historieal stained glass windows of the old building:
were shattered.  'The windows in the ancient Raphael chambers
and the stained glass in the Royal stairease presented to Pope
Pius IX. by the King of Bavaria were also seriously injured.
The full amount of the damage is not known at present and
poussibly sy never be known, but all aceounts agree that the
loss 15 very severe, the interiors of many of the old palaces and
churches having suffered to a greater or less extent. The exact
number of hilled and wounded is alsv unkuown at present.

In the House of Commons April 17th Mr. Thomas Sexton,
one of the members for Belfast, who was loudly cheered by the
McCurthy ites und by the Liberals, during the debute on the Irish
Lund bill, condetned Mi, Purnedl’s attitade of the previous night
when the latter attached the Liberal polics. Mi. Seaton said
the Laberal posiion was not changed, but 1t was Mr. Parnell’s
attitude which had undergone a change, My, Parnell’s proposed
amendment to My, Morley s motion mahing it operative when-
ever a loeal govermment bill was pussed wowld prevent Mr.
Morley's object from being attained, which object was to compel
the Conservatives to give Ireland local self-government.  Mr.
Morley’s amendment was to the effoct that an advance of money
should not be granted under the bill except with the approval of
county council, in the distriet in which the holding for which
the advance was asked might be situated.  After further dis-
cussion Mr. Morley’s amendment wus rejected by 247 to 170,
Mr. Parnell's amendment to Mr. Morley's motion was also
defeated.

Although M. Morley’s mmendmentinintroducing theIrish Land
bill the prineiple of loeal control, was a point on which the Irish
sections were expected to sink all differences, the spirit of faction
got the upper hand. Mr. Parnell’s amendmedt to the Morley
amendment, followed by Mr. Sexton’s amending the Parnell
amendment, produced a feeling of irritation in the ranks of the
Opposition, inducing many members to leave the House without
voting on the most important attempt to alter the bill in com-
nittee.  After this defeat the battle agninst the measure will be
guerilla warfare. No leader of the Liberals will make any
further eflort to alter the character of the government’s pro-
posils. The bill has virtually passed the committee stage in
the form which the Goverment projected.

At the evening's division the M. Carthyites voted with Mr.
Morley, while Messrs. Parnell, McKenna, Mahoney, Col. Nolan
and other seceders joined the Conservatives.

An annomcement of the most striking kind was Mr. Balfour's
statement that the bill by which he was preparing Lo give Ire-
land loeal government would be cireumscribed in character. His
ullusions to the operation of the land bill under local elected
bodies clearly pointed to a scheme of county councils similar
in structure to the BEnglish county comncils. The announce-
ment comes in time to be used in mpending elections.  There
are now eight parliame ntary scats vacant. of which seven will
be contested.  These contests will afford the two opposing parties
some ider of the result of the coming appeal to the country. It
Is significant of the position of the home rule question as still
holding the foranust pluce that the candidates for the vacancies
find themselves constrained to dilate upon pledges for just set-
tlement for Ireland.  The platform of several Liberal candidates
disclose planks prepared for the general electoral campaign,
including besides home rule, those in favor of eight hours for
miners, the one man and one vote prineiple, free education,
church disestablishment, direct liquor votes and amendment of
the law of conspiracy in favor of workmen. With this broad
and strong programme the Conservatives will find it difticult to
compete.



