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Verily it is not surprising that the Cana-
dians, who haye felt the pincing of the shoe,
should think there has been somewh it too
much of obsequious demeanor on the part
of the imperial authorities towards the [™ni-
ted States Governinent, recalliug as they 1.
the facts follewing :

1. That in 1866, althour™ the F-_ian pro-
parations were a3 open as day, and though
parties of armed Fenians were collecting
and drilling at different poiuti along the
frontier for weeks bofore the Mid actnally
took place, the President’s proclamation
was not issued untilafter the marauders W 1
entered Canada, whore.s its publication a
few days earlier wonld not only have pre-
vented the violation of Canadian terntory
on that occasion, but, by demonstrating that
the executive was in carnest, would pro-
bably havo prevented the ropeated at-
terapts of the same nature that have since
been made.

2. That in 1566, as in 1870, the only effect
of the presence of United States troops,
when they did reach the frontier o the num
ber of a few Jdozen, was to shelter and protect
the Fenians in their flight.

3. That the arms caplured from the Fe
nians Ly the Tmited States auathoiities in
1866 were, a year later, and_just when the
Fenians were openly proparing for another
raid, restored to those excellent men. After
such o scandalous measuro, is it wonderful
if the poor delnded wrotches could never be
brought to believe that the United States
Government had any real desire or intention
to intorfero seriously with their operations?

.4, That every year since 1S66 the Cana
dian people have been subjected to a heavy
military outlay directly, and to a serious -
dustrial loss indirvectly, by the necessity of
calling out an armed force to repel threat
ed incursions, for which the Fenians made
their preparations in vhe most open anl de-
liberate manner; establishing depots of arms
and mitilary stores at various points within'
the lerritory of the Uniled Slates along the line
of the Canadian frontier ; and even "conchud-
ing conlracts for the supply of biscuits and
Dprovisions for the subsistence of the invading
army ! All of which measures were matters
of notoriety, and were publishod in tho
American and Canadian journals.

‘The above are « few of tho facts, for the

literal correctness of which we can vouch of
our own knowledge, which explain and go
far to justify the soreness of feeling now
provalent in Canada ; but whetfier justified
or not the feeling is there -it is intensly
real—and it would be fatuous on the part
of our rulers to disregard it.

In direct opposition to the representations
of military officers who had served in Canada,
and in disregard of the remonstrances of the
Colonial Ministers, who deoclared that their
hands would be seriously weakened for the
maturing of their military policy by such a
measure, the English Government at the end
of last year resolved 1o persevere in their de-
clared intention of further denuding Canada
of troops. In vainit was represented that the
state of affuirs which neccessitated the des-
patch of reinforcements to Canada in 1866
had not passed away; that the Fenian or-
ganization still retained sufficient vitality to
give trouble; that any sweeping veduction
of the Cunadian garrison would be magoified
by the Fenian leaders for the purpose of
persuading  their followers that Canada
would prove an casy conquest: that those
lenders were careful to proclaim, more Hiber-
nico, vhat they did not come to make war
on Canadians, but on England fur the lib-
eration of Ireland; and that the Canadians
felt, and justly felt, that so long as their
country was likely to bo made the battle-
ground of the Fenians against Bngland, the
| eftorts ikey were both able and willing to

make in _their own defence, even although

thoso efforts were more than suflicient,
; shoull in honor and justice be powerfully
i secunded by the presence and co-operation
i of English troops.

The following extract is from a letter

writton during the suramerof 1869 by agen-

| tleman who commands a frontier battalion
of volunteer militia in Canada:

“I am not very apt to take a gloomy view
but I must confess that things look rather
dark in Canada just now. Here we are with

! the military force of the Dominion only part
! organised, the troops of the line ordered
home, and the Yankees, T honestly believe,
preparing for war, What is to become of
us? You know that the men of Kent or of
the Lothians are not more devoted to Britain
or more loyal to her constitution than the
Canadians are, and Britain ought now to say
whether we are wanted or not. If the Eng
Jish Government is not prepared to leave
enough experienced officers to handle us,
or cnough regulars to steady us till we get
licked into shape ourselves, they ought to
tell us plainly, ‘We don't mean to fight,
cven to savo the Canadas.’ That would be
a fur lhonester cowrso than the present

shilly-shallying of cold shoulder and wet
blanket, varied by an occasional fine period
1n.the House of Commons that < war with tho
colonies means war with Inglard,’ The
colonies don't make war, and if they have to
fight it will be in Engizmd’s quarrel? yot
they strip Canada of troops, not even leav-
ing men enough in the country to form u
the moveable columns which it was judge
necessary to organize and to keep in hand
apainst the Fenians. I hopo I am wrong,
but sometimes I cannot help thinking that
English statesmen nowadays don't think
tho possession of half a continent, antl the
prestigo belonging thereto, worth striking a
blow for ; and that the sentiments of Messrs.
J. 8. Mill, Goldwin Smith, and Dilke in his
‘Greater Britain,’ are the opinions which
are entertnined by the ruling classes of
England generally. It looks very like it;
and there are thousands in Canada who can-
not help thinking what 1 have eulcavorod
to oxpress.

“1f such is the policy of the Cabinet, they
ought to tell us plainly, ¢Make your own
arrangements either for independence, or
with your neighbors. We neither intond
nor can we afford to help you.! And yet weo
don't want a great deal of help to hold our
own, The Yankee frontier isas openas our
own, and far richer ; and if it cameo to har-
rying, they might discover the meuning of
the war being carried intlo Africa. The sack
of Buffalo would pay for all the towus on the
Niagara frontier, and Detroit would compen
sate for Windsor. Oh! I do think we
could, even 1f we did get a thrashing, give
Uncle Sam such a taste of what war meant,
that he would be satisfied to live in peace
with us nfterwards for another fifty ycars—
a.{:d by that time I hope Canada could stand
alone.”

Although the views above expressed, cs-
pecially with reference to the Americans
being desirous of war, are doubtless exag-
gerated, they indicate faithfully the state of
fecling along the Canadian frontier, the ex.
istence of which is of itself dangerous to the
continuance of friendly relations between
the two countries.

The Fenian operations dur: he past
spring had so far the effect of ying the
policy of tho Home Government, that the
withdrawal of the regiments, which were or-
dered home in April and May, has been
postponed till the autumn. There is no
doubt that the Fenian move was prema-
ture. It wasmot intended to be made until
after the troops had departed, in tho one
direction t¢ Red River, in the other to Eng
land. Thoe attack was first ordered for April;
and the assembly along thr frontier of armed
bodies during that month rendered it neces



