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Rev. James Cosh, D.D., of Sydney, a lead:
jog mivister of tho Preabyterlan Church of
New South Wales, and sucoessor to tho lste
Rev. Dr. Stoele as aoccretary of tho Dayspring
Tloard ; & Board appc'nted not by eny of tho
Colonial Assomblies, but Ly tho New {{cbrides
Mission Synod, consisting of all tha missionar-
fes In the group; a Board by which, accord-
ing to its own report—* The meritime servico
fortho Mission [utnanaged’’ and which arranged
for tho steam service now doing the work of
the Mission, and for which the Mission Synod
at its meeting & fow wecks ago, gave the
Board its hearty thanks; writes under date
March 19th, 1894, as follows :—

“The Dayspring Board does not conten-
plate purchasiag & steamor for tho Mission,
The Board has not recommended such a pro-
posal, a.:d, so far as wo seo at prosent, we are
not in fsvor of auch a thing. The cost of
runoing such a stoamer would be from £4,600
to £5,000" (in round numbers 22,500 to 825,
000) ** per annum; aund the Board is not pre-
pared to rocommond the churches to incur
that reaponsibility. Even if the funds were
provided, wo think it is too much to spend in
that way. The wantsof tho Mission can bo
supplied at & much smaller figure by such an
arrangement as is at present in force.”

1 loave tho above extracts without further
comment, and leave your readers to form
their own opinions.

Permit me in closing to stato that the

resent servioce is & line of stoamers mnning
I:etwccn Australis and the Fiji Islauds,
which calls at Aneityawn, while a smaller
steamer, connecting with this line, runs
sround the group, callivg twice at each
mission station, every ten wéeks, and com-
bines commerce with the work of the mission.
The *'Dayspring” report for 1893, for a
similar servico to that piesent running, gives
tho expenditure as £1,972, ($9,800.)

E. ScoTT.
MoNTiRAL, August Sth, 1894,

A May Day on the Shaft ofa Cart
in Honan.

BY REV. DONALD MACOILLIVRAY,

Fur Tuz PRrssvTEsiax Rxvixw.

AxD what does the shaft of a cart in this
case mean ? It means that very broad board
fixod across the shaits of a Chinese cart
upon which layers of much bedding arc laid,
on top of which sita the catter, when he docs
not care to walk. His legs may hw¥ over
the shaft on onc aide. If tho *‘ guest ™ feels
that the inside of the vehiclois too confining,
e may let hislegs hang over tho other side,
and a very comfortable seat it is. Solet not
the gentlo reader imagine that it is necessary
to posseas the roosting apparatus of ahenin
on}er to view the pasiing sceno ¢ from tho
shaft of a cart;* this seat is undoubtedly
the best for the purposs.

As we jog along, certainly the most strik-
ing sight to a stranger is the villages, a few
with walls, most without, dottoed all aronnd
your horizan. It is rarely possible to look in
auny diraction and see a clear horizon, where
fields and sky touch, It is almost certain
that the cluinp of treos which every hamlet
;)onuloa will rise up Letween you and space,

'his month tho houscs, 30 monotonously clay-
colored, are hidden to a distant spectator by
a lovely vail of green. Mother Farth, from
which the houses hdve beon formed, at this
season mercifully covers over her ofl-spring.
The natives, though proof against sunstroke,
approciate this shade during dog-days, but
stilt more do they approciate the cash value
of wood in a country whose only forosts are
the village treee.

Rut the green of the villago troes itself
now rises out of an almost continuous ex-
panse of groen wheat, at this season out in
car. Nofencos divide the glorious expanse,
and it is & flat country. flcforo tho green
comes how droary the scene! The land is
brownish.yellow, the villages, made out
af the land, are brownish-yellow, and
{{ a duatstorm iz bloxing, the very
bLlue of heaven is hidden away under
tho same oye. ying hue., Truly the en-
«hanter has been abroad in the land to work
all this change. A rare patch of yellow
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among tho ﬁrecn reminds the foreigner of the
sluggard's field, in which wild mustard is
allowed to grow in Canada. Not 8o in China.
No weeds hore cscape tho diligont hand of
tho ?(cmnt, to interfere with honest grain.
Mark that, yoc Canadian farmera! What
then is this yollow plant? [t is tho rape.
Ita socds yiold oil for tood or lighting, and
they aro roaping it now, partly puiling,

rtly cutting.  With what instrument?

‘ho same as tgcy will use to cut down this
wheat, a blade thrco inches long upon &
handle three fecet long. Will we ever sco
foreign rcapors and aelf-binders reap theso
acres? No, nover, becuuse the people are
too numerous and vory small proprletorship
universal, When the grain is ripo John's
numerous family swarnis out, young and old,
male and fomale, and his ancestral acres aro
soon bare, very bare,

The road wo pass over is on the whole
good, but recent rains have made some bad
spots. Ve scos cart standing atill with no
one in sight, the mules improving their
chkance by fully helping themaclves to
the green wheat.  But presently we come to
a companion cart with one whecl down to
the hub in tho mud. The drivers havo
united their strength on tho cart in distress.
The eonnh-g"road aystem of China cannot
be said to be good, hut to thoso who havo
oniy heard of their state, on actual experiencs
itis aurpriains to find that they arc as good
as they arc. They have never boen survey-
¢d or fixed, save by the travelling public,
and as no fcnces confino them, they may
change their bed from time to timo according
to the woather. A section that becomes
really too bad for a Chinaman will be aban.
doncd fora stripof harderground,even though
that may mean a slico off some poor man's
field. He may protest by digging shallow
trenches across the new road-way, but if
the public disregard these hie has nothing
for it, but to submit. A sad sight is the
passing of a refugec’s barrow. A refugee from
what? From the woll at the door which
came with the flood that destroyed his crops
and wrecked hin abode, or with the famine
which gives * cleanncss of tecth”! Theso
pinched, deapairing fases, they arc easily
recognized. The man pushing a barrow in
which the sorry remnoant of his goods, a
cooking pot, a straw mat, some rags or per-
haps a child unable to walk. At some dis.
tance behind hobblo along the small-footed
womon. Whithor are thoy goingt To some
distant relative’s, or where they hear crops
have boen good, they scarccly know whither
—driftwood, truly. This section of misery
serves to remind usthat although the ** pros-

t pleases,” for it is God's handiwork un-
defiled, unseen and largely uaseeabls is the
desolation sin hath wrought upon him who
was made in God's image,

Letter from Mexico.

Leoyx, Mexico, July 2nd, 1694,

Tyeaus fever usually runs its course in
fourtoen days, but with your correspondent
it remained thirty. Although terribly re-
duce in flosh and atrength he is thankful to
bo able, after about three months, to write
Eon again, and in part raaume work. God

as wonderfully wnswered prayer in snatch.
ing us both from the very jaws of death.
Daring extended trials of savero iliness, our
beloved Lord and Master continucd supply-
ing faith and hope ; thus feeding the springs
of qou:e and joy. Though unabletosce how,
*“Wo know that all things are working
together for W

Uur good physician—Dr. Prevost—insisted
that we muat move to a lowes latitude and
more healthful climate. Ja this circum-
atance thero may be a strang, . and wonderful
providence. Ignorant of our intense desire
some months ago to live and work in this
very city as a centre, our physician atrongly
recommended it as a place where we would
Lo likely to regain health and strength.
Tho mission does not feel able to undertake
any now work (having moro now than can
proporly bo attended to without increased
missionary force) and tho idea of locating
here was discouraged and laidaside.  \What-
ever be the rosalt, wo aro hero secking to
regain loat health, accure a working knowl.

edge of tho language and hoping at the same
time to sow a little of the good sced of tho
Kingdom, Vo arrived about a_month a%o
and aroe living **in our own hired house” in
the midst of probably upwards of 100,000
peoplo (somctimes reported 2i30,000) many of
whom would, 1o doubt, conscnt toour death

if not holp to kill us. Think of this grent .

city without a missionary, native pastor or
Protestant chiurch and so far as our know-
ledge goes, not a singo professing Protestant
outside our houso. ports {ndicats ox-
tremie fanaticism which has baflled tho
cfforts of scveral denominations.

Our ncighbours aro intensely curious to
know who we are, where we camo {from,
what, our occupation and why wo are here.
Wo scem to bo genuine curiosities—being
the only Amcrican family in tho city. As
wo walk in the stroet wo frequently hear the
familiar *¢ Mira | Mira 1'’ (look { look !} while
people rush to windows and doors or gather
in groups on the sidewalk to fcast their cyca
on tho intoresting * whites” who, in turn,
find difticulty in preventingstrong vocal and
facial oxpoession as thoy observe wany
mouths as well as eyes wide open. Somo
inordinately curious individuals will follow
us home, and wo are quite accustomed to
groups peering through our parlor windows
to watch our movements, ten or fifteen
minutes at atime.

Even though wo be allowed to remain but
a fow months, and no effort be cver mado to
establish a chiurch, wo will have a taste of
ice-breaking in the Foreign Mission Field
where therv is no congregation to haug on
the Ercacher's wor-ds, no society of Christian
workers to whom he and his wife can appea!
for prayer and work, and no individual to
whom they can look for sympathy. We
trust the expericnoe will be profitable,

Since stroet preaching is prohibited by
law, our only hopoe of doing auything is
through direct personal cffort.  With all
its discouragements this work is pleasant
and promising, Our first and best friend is
s young cargadoro (baggage man and
labourer) who met us at the depot, took
baggage to hotel, assisted in finding a
house, transferred household effects from
station to our new home, cte. Incidentally
with a purpose, instances of answered pray~r
and evidences of Christ's love were mention.
ed, Soon a little book of daily Scripture
texts was accepted. He somehow learned
that we were Protestants and his long ab-
sence aroused fears thut he had passe
beyond our influcnce.  Wo belicve the Holy
Spirit led him back to ask for a copy of the
New Testament which he prizes highly,
carries it in his pocket and reads as oppor-
tunity presents itself. He comes frequently
to ask the meaning of parts he has rcad.
He has joined us in fami g worship, staying
till late bed.time, to study the Bible. As
the Word is read or cxplained he often
says *“Es verdad! Es muyclara!” (itis
truct itis clear!). The truth seems to be
taking hold of his heart.

The little motherless boy of a brilliant
young army officer, living next door, spends
much time with us and wo hope some good
will result. We fecl special intercat in a
very poor but camnest old lady who dues
occasional work in our house. One day sho
cxpressed great surprise because AMrs. ) did
1ot wear the boads, without which she was
taught no one could possibly be saved. Next
timo sho came she 2sked if we were Catho-

ics.

She still thinks we are very good people
and have a very happy home and asks ifall
Americans arc the same. Being scrioualy
ill sho resolved, last ove, that to-day she
would oconfess and tako the sxcrameat, hut
intimated to our scrvant later, thatil my
wifo could be so good and happy in geing
directly to God in prayer, she would trust
Him likewise. Our servant, having joincd
the charch while with us in Zacatecas, is
sympathetic and helpful. Hcio let oo add

t although absent she is contributing 25
cents per month of her §3 wages. Qar
parlor windows serve as temporary pulpits
and some of our heavers como cx%liug to
aell their wares, some (cspocially s and
neighbour women) are apparcntly lod by
irresistible curiouity. while others come hop-
ing to havo all their carthly needs supplied
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