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THE ABBE'S DREAM.

BY NATHAN HASKLEY DOLLR.

rejecting the charge of schism and fac
tion as a calumny ”

Principal Fairbairn says that the oppo
Csition of the Independents 10 an e
siastical political organism lay in the fear
*lest it should do viulence to the nghts
of conscicnce, Or prevent, or even super-

‘The Abbe Michael dreamed one night
That Heaven was opened to lus sight,
And s amony the radvant throng
Which filled the streets with praise and
sony l

He saw aman whuse 1echless might
Had seamed his early life with wrong.

The Abbe heeded not the gold
Nor sparkling jewels manifold,

Nor mansions fair, nor seaof glass,

Nor pearly gates through which did pass
The hosts of anszels richly stoled ;—

He only saw this man, alas’

The hynns of glory reached s ears,

But brought no solace tor hastears
Peace from tus soul had swiftly tlown.
* My hifers spent for God alone

And yet this godless man appears
Among the nearest to the thione.”

But ere he woke he heard a voice,

Which said unto his heart : “ Rejoice !
The diamond which s full of light
Was once acoal as black asmighe !

Judge nut the means which  God employs
‘To muke the wrung bleom into right.”

- Congregationalist.

THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH.
REV. ).
Sccond Daper.

By whar MueaNs may the Church
legitimately perform its nussion? endea-
vour to secure this end?

1. By preserving its own  integrity.
W hen a anan commences lus Iife s work
h.s first duty is to mamtain, i unm-
paired efficiency, his being, as a unit
His bedy is one, and the unity of the
organism 1s Dueessary to Its efficiency.
He cannut affuid needlessly to part with
a finger nail.  "Fhe eacrescences of par-
ticular members need, at times, to be
curtailed ; but, for efficiency in work, the
unity of the budy must be presenved.

The Church of Christ, *“the blessed
company of all futhful people.” is one
body. For efficiency in the accomplish-
ment of its work it 15 expedient that 1t
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should have a (ommon organization.

The members of that Church are not
less members of it because no outward

"sede the duty of the exeruse by the n
. dividual of his own judgment in matters
L of religion.
' Church rulers have often confounded
ilhe optional functions o government
i with  the necessary, and schisms have
Leen the inevitable result.

He wopld by a poor logician who
would. in defining generic terms, forget
that e\tension varies iversely agnten

genus, desunbe qualities which inhered
only in a species. Waat should we
think of 4 writer who would define man
as a rational anmal with a white skin?
Then, what should we think of a govern-
ment that accepted such a dednition,
'and muediately proceeded to trear as

beasts, to Le enslaved or killed. all whose
shin was black orred?  Substututing for

political predilections, inaiadogots ca-2
has often occurred m the Charch since
apostol. times.  The ~afety of the indi-
vidual does not depend upon the absence
of organization, but upun the logical cor-
| rectness of the definitions, and the sound-
ness of the principles on which the
» organism s based.
'1ili/.abeth, James, and Charles 1., was
. based upon a logical fallacy.  Lhat fal
. lacy was in the assumption that uniforimity
+is vesential to unity.  Those who ohjut
, to Christian tnivn on the basis of the

The tyranny of |

' on individuality alone must tail

ton, and would, in his defimtion of @

-

Pub’.c | and express its widest and grandest unity,
sentiment and united organmization mu.st! \rtificially to bring this about 15 impos-
combine 10 give cfficiency even to the  sible.  ‘The Church must grow into it
bust laws.  The instincts of caution and ~ But, i the smaller sections of the Church
of healthy sdflove and love of approval  of Chrst, we can gradually move towards
make individuals tollow  the wass n the desired end by studying what may
things good, as well as things evil. 'be the demands for united action in
Canadian churchmen of all denvmina- | their more imated sphicr, and by pro-

tivns  raredy lead an any movement,
but await the action of the Enghsh
and the people ofthe United States. In |
ladia and amongst the French, the indi-
viduality of the Anglo Saxons finds an |
uncongenial chmate; and oven amudst -
the Anglo Savans, solidarity asserts ats
right to consideration and its power.
What 15 the proverbial Britsh reverence .
for precedint but an unsillimgness
move atone 2 Solidariy, hos it oots in

human nature, and has tound its c\pres-
“stonn the language attnbatad o God at

\

Sindnimum of qualitics that go to mahe up
a Christian should remembnr that, as

, the laws of mind (st noothar principle
Ppermanent. By wnimum s, of course,
"understood the residue left after Climin
“ating individual and scctional peculiar-
ities. It 15, also, the ma. fmum of what
distinguishes the genua Christian from the
" genus Mohamunedan or heathen.
The first duty of the Church, then, 1>
' openly and formally to recognize, as part
, of the Lord’s body, every individual and

creation : ** Itis not good fur manto he
alone.”
1t is alway~ dangerous tu eaalt into a
universal principle what is true only with
ina restrited sphares Bedase Pater or
aul 15> a petfect man, as compared with:

the coloar of the skin the complenion of wfancy and (‘hnldhooq, it does not follow
philosophical buliet, or wsthetic taste, of that he should be subject to no court be-

yond himeeifl m mattars affecting other
men. Because cach **congregation of
faithful men ™ has an autunuiny as pu
fect as that of Puter or Paul, it dues not
follow that its independence is tu be
without limits.

l.egs and arms have spheres of their
own in which their authority is absolute ;
but the body is Lizher than buth amms
and legs . and even the.e «an maintain
their own healthy action only as they are
naturally bound and subservient to the
body as an organic whole.

It 15 the ** head and front of * the &
tending ™

ul-
uf pure demotracy that it ds-

. surts that the rdation of univn to the -
,of dlassification can became sound or,

. union of individuals is supreme . but the

div.dual is one of suburdination and not |
of supremacy. In his sphere, thg indi- .
vajual is supreme . and inits spucre, the

] - .
. splicre of the organized wholeis suprnor

organization  tepresents the whole, and | €very community that bears the marks

corresponds to it;
be mure truly members of Chnst s Church
if such a comprehensive organization ex.
isted. But the rivalries of bodies which
look up to no superior head, whose prin-
ciples may be a check on the exclusive,
foolish, or selfish tendendies of any party,
tend to bring into pruminence spe-
cific differences, instead of the character-
istics of the genus Christian.

The chief obstacle to the organic
union of Christianity is the dread of
tyranny ; and the past history of the
Church shows that the dread is well-
founded. Disunicn, however, has not
arisen from opposition to central govern-
mert in itself, so much as from the bad
political economy of churchrulers. Mr.
Goldwin Smith, in his Essay on * Falk-
land and the Puritans,” says that in the
time of Falkland “many Pusitans were
l.ow Church Episcopalians, wishing only
to moderate the pretensions and curb
the authority of the Bishops.

“ Episcopacy is not onc of the griev-
ances protested against in the Millennary
Petition.” ¢ In this mecmorable docu-
ment,” says Aubrey, “ the petitioners de-
clared their sincere affection for the

-Church, of which they were ministers,

' Hieves Christ's truth and follows Christ's

fightecusness, hvaever his specific char-
"acteristics differ from others and most
carefully to waich over cvery such per
0N OF CUTMMUNILY, as & precious portion
of Christ's inhuritance, guarding him and
it, so far as 1. poss:ble, from even their
own failings and follies.

I.ct an organization of the whole cm-

hody that thought, and tyranny will be
. checked. while party exclusiveness will be
authoritatively rebuked : and, in the min
I istrations of Christian  ministers, the
! points of unity will necessanly become
more prominent than those of stctarian
diversity.

Mecanwhile, it becomes our duty wveny-

; where 10 emphasi. ¢ that thought, toshow
, its truth, and consistently and practically
to carry it out. Then, as the truth is
felt, in the process of time it «ill natur-
aily find for itsclf some visible and formal
expression.

made a mistake in supposing reform to
be the work of polity only. It would be
an cqually great mistake to suppose that
reform and progress result from indi-
viduclism only. Reform that is based

It has been said that the early Puritans ¢

and thev would not | Of the genus Christian, every one who be-

to that of the mdnidual, and, i hat
sphiete, ats asthority 1s absolute oser the
individual. 11 the man who was rebubed
by Chrst's disciples for not following
with tham had not cast out dewils, but
rather introduced them, even the Saviour
would have commended their rebule.
Thereis an und of sodicty higher than |
the interests of the individuals composing
1. and the duiy of the individual does
not tanninate with the scliish am of
WATRANIDG Uty oily so LT as it minis- |
turs to s own advantage, even if that
advantage is spiritudl.

Thoughts become corrupt or perish of
they are not embodied in visible forms. |
W cre there no visihle creation, speaking
to the human mwund the truths of Him
who forms and <ustams 3t were there
no Christ, completing in Hes pertect ha-
manity the revelation of the Father, too
dimly shadowed torth in the matenal
wniverse : were there no hady of Chris.
tian men, exlibiting in thar lives the
sanctifying power ot the Holy Spirit of |
God, the sery thought of God itsclf

| would become corrupt or perish from the -

minds of men. While the Church's
umity 1s uneapressed by any outward form
or organism, it fails proportionately to be
a power in deaiding the action or mould-
ing the destinies alike of the parts that
composc the Church and the Church of
Christ itself as ** the pallar and ground of |
the truth.” The first and imperative

duty of the Church to-day is to cmbod)

SLunmie into

,sent
"feature was the large attendance of dele-

s college

woting such action within that sphere.
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TWENTY-FOURTH INTERNA
TIONAL CONVENTION
Y. MCLAL

‘The fullowing has been sentto us for
publication :—
Creneeasn, O, May 30, 1881,
Mi. Eptior, The lorest City has
had the pleasure  of entertaimng  during
the past week the twenty-fourth Con-
vention of the “ounz Men's  Christian
Assocsations of  North Amwerica. The

fdch:.;hlful weather, the hospitable re

ception by the atizens of Cleveland,
the large  attendance ot delegates, and
the e vuraging progress repurted in all
departients of the work, made it a
notable sathering.

The Assoniation of this ity has just
otcupaney of a new and
handsome  building, whose  attractive
partments have been thronged during
these days of medting. It has been for-
tunate, alsu, I securing as its General
Secretary, Mr. O. C. Morse, who has

filled thesame ottice, with greatefficiency,

in the Washington \ssouation. )
On Weaednesday morning the sesstons

“of the Convention began an the First M.

L. Church of this dity, and the farewell
meeting was he'd in the same place
Sunday night.  The representaticn has
buen large, and amonyg the delegates are
fotmd miany leading menin business and
professional life from all over the land

The ufficers of the Conventiun were
as follows :

President - John L. Wheat, Louisville,

" Kentucky.

\ice Presidents  Robert Kilgour, To
tonto, Ont.; C. A\, Hopkins, Providence,
R. 1., J. B. Menamy Cleveland, O.,
Jrank .. johnston, St. Louts, Mo.; M.
1. Blanwn, Nasheille, Tenn, T. J.
Gillespic, Pittsburgh, Pa.

Secretary  J. V. L. Graham, Bakli-
meore, Md.

Thirty one  States, Provinces and
Tersitories  were represented  on the
Nominating Committee appuinted at the
first session, and others reported  after
ward.  Such distant points as Halifas,
San rancisco and New Orleans have
representatives.  .\n  interesting

gates from special branches of the work
which have recently been greatly devel-
opud by the efforts of the International
Committee.  The associations among
<tudents, railroad men, and
German young men were far better e
presented than over before, while a
number of commercial travellers were
present to urge the importance of this
new phase of the work.  The report of
the International Committee, which s
the exccutive of the Convention in car
rying un the general work of the assodi
ations was present Wednesday afternoon,
and the different branches of itswork were
afterwards considered in greater detail
and awakened the greatost interest.
Some $20,000 were subsenibed to carry it
on, and the following were appointed to
scTve on the commitice for the ensuing

) (-;,w:lmm'rf on Sth page.)



