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A LECTURE ill aIid of tie Building Fuiid of the Young Mei,% Chbristian>
Association, Toronto, wvas delivered by Principal Dawsou), of Montreal,
on Friday, the 23rd I)eceznber last, in tie Muisic Hall, Toronîto. The.
subject ivas " The Dawn of Animal Life on our Planet. " The lecture
was most interesting and instructive, and thoiigh neccssarily a scientitie
one, involving a great amounit of rescarchi and tholught, waa listened to,
with unwearied attention by a highily intelligent and appreciative audi-
ence, owing not only to its iîîtrinsic woî'th, bu~t also in 1no smnall nasuro
to, tho dlear style and auiinated delivery of the leariied Principal, who
evidently aimed at mAking Iiimself understood by the meeting, and for
th.-. purpose availed i'nself of the assistance of drawings and1 spOCi-
maens of the reinains o>f several fossilised aniiîîal.

Tlîe lect urer sliglitly referriîîg to soine of the~ later strata of tho earth'.9
'Crupts, spokce princil)ally of the Prinmary Rocks, those that were called
Azoic, as it -%as believed whien so namied, that nn traces of' Iife wero to
be founld ini thein, but whiich are iioNW miore corîectly styled Eozoic,
fuirther and more corrý-ct investigations hnigShow'îî that they as well
as the later rock,,, are the sepuichres; of extinct generations of animais
whio lived and (lied niy tlîousands of' years ago. As the audience
followed the lecturer wîiile Fe dcscribcd the Lauirentiain formation, :ind
the infl:.ýentiaI fact tlat it too, seenied te have heen formed freîîî even
01(1er iinaterials, they were convinced thiat our Mother Earthi is an old
Iady-old, verv old indecd, althoiighi wilier çleed out in hier Mlay and
JTune adorinwnits, suie seens ever fair and young.

It was gratifyin,- to find tlîat Dr. DawY-,eîî is a firm. belie'ver in tho
Mosaic aceounit of thle Cireation, tlîat lie does not adopt the development
theorieb which at the present day have so rnany adherents and advocates.
He shiowe<,l , amoing other cirettunstances -ehichi prove thio f:il.ýity of the
doctrine, that the antinials ivhicli nay have Ilecil? l)rl)-aly wFre, at "tha
dawn of animal lueé on our plitnet," certainly which were amengst its
earlbest inhabnta uts, have their successors, miost probably by generation,
at the present day, and these successors have not inîiproved on their
progenitors, nlav, if any thing, they have. degenerated frein their fossil,
ized ancestors, and lie 1)roved thiat a similar state of things is shown in
Inany othier species of animais, thus evidencing that (leterioration of
speCies, is to say the least, as likely asdeveiopxnent inite higher organi-
zations. 'Ihle lecturer gave strong proofs that the alisurd and baig
doctrine thiat the huinazn being is a graduai developmeîît frorn the mere
brute creatioîî is as unlikely as it is untrue. tVhûîte Alinighlty maVde
mnan, he took fresh earthi for the operatien, lie buit a newv house out of
Ilew nmaterials for thec lodging placc of the breath of life, whici lie put
into Adam's nostrils wheiî he mnade imt a living seul. We recogn-iizcu
the brutes as Uie works of the Divine Beiing,, tlîey as weIl as =aîi lîaving'
sprung fromn the great Creator's lîand, but they are iiot bone of our bone,
and fleshi of our fleshi, tliey are our fellow tenants of this wide world
tliat thiey as well as we occupy, but t.hey axe îlot our blood relations,
although, a vestral philosophy would fain have thein so.

Churchhil.-CRuRC(,H RzopENiNG..-Ofl Sabbath the 8th inst., the Con-
gregational Churcli, Churclihili, Esquesing, was reopened for worship, afier
having unidergone considerable iniprovements. Three serinons were preach-
ed by the Revds. L. Thurston, (ME.) J. ToveIl, (Wes.) and the Pastor.
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