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?ﬁa‘we that Europeans frequently choose this country as a dump-
mg‘place for surplus products which are to be parted with without
uch regard for values.
ur this reason no legislation can exuctly measure the precise
megree of protection that a tariff system will afford. A law that
3y be fully protective to-day, may give little or no protection
‘mom)yv. In 1883, the wool and woolen schedule of our tariff
homwap judged by expert observers to be sufficient to shield the
l’nat,e industry from destructive foreign competition, and this esti-
o € was probably a correct one. But, after a while, the prices
e Wool tumbled, and_changes in wachinery and prices of labor,
Wa.suced the cost in Europe of certain fabrics, and the law that
an once protective, permitted the infliction of grave disaster upon
Bel Important home industry. Three months ago British and
awglan iron and steel products poured in here in a flood. The
litg], was a pall‘txal obstruction to the movenient, but it was so
Ovee obstructive that the European manufacturers was able to
ma:l;nde and surmount it, and to beat us in some lines in our own
Vot tetrs. The law has not yet been changed in any pa.?tlcl}lar, and
abg:) ) o-day, it is not only fully protective, but in certain directions
and utely prohibitive. The reason, of course, is that prices of iron
steel products in Europe have so far advanced that no Euro-
8 g“lcim meet Ameérican prices in this market. The legislator who
in‘%d lmdgrtake to use a pariﬁ' law as an instrument for main-
eaxllng parity of the conditions upon which American and Euro-
ont wanufacturers enter the American .market, will have to
comse a law that will change with every shift of the wind in the
mercial centres of the world, and that is an impossibility.
un e°“§t0nls law must necessarily be nearly if not quite inflexible,
w‘)ulss it be based wholly upon the ad valorem principle, and that
mean limitless opportunity for fraud. If the law is, in fact,
Bit ¢ maQe protective in all cases, there is no escape from the neces-
¥ that it shall be high enough to supply protection when there is
no,.ec.me of foreign prices, as well as when such prices are at a fairly
ingle level. An owner of low meadow-land along a river, desir-
” 0 build a bank to prevent overflow, would hardly content him-
Ordiw‘th a construction which should lift the bank just beyond the
o Dary level of the stream. He would consider the certainty of
ext coming of freshets, and would build the bank upwards above the
treme high-water mark indicated by past experience. This, and

Dl:s alone, would make the dyke fully protective. It would serve
Verow ‘water and the highest high water.
i y lfvl‘m of menace from the fluctuating forces of the stream. No
indygt aw can be regarded as actually protective if it exposes home
en ry to the shock uf' severe and unusual competition from abroad,
Dctie‘er Buropean prices happen to make a tumble or suplus pro-
In s:ﬂ}; chances to create a willingness to make heavy sacrifices.
What ¢h cases the domestic producer in fact actually fails to get,
unit every Protectionist admits he should have, namely, an oppor-
tﬂriﬁ‘y] to meet his rival upon equal terms. In truth, unless the
upw:ﬂsW gives him at least this, at all times and in spite of all
Yston and downward movements of the market, the Protective
ncou{ 18 a delusion anyd a snare, rather than a comforting and
Deopllagm.g reality. We express the opinion that the American
Play te desive that the law_shall supply such full assurance of fair
Polls ]0 the producers of this country. If the verdict given at the
ctio st year mean anything, it means that the nation favors Pro-
is diﬁljl 1o full measure without qualification or reservation ; and it
oa cult to avoid the impression that the friends of Protection,
a littlre filled with anxiety lest the tariff may be a trifle too high or
€ too obstructive of importation either, have not the courage
in 1 EIT convictions of the justice of the system, or not enough faith
¢ expressed purpose of the mass of the people, to stand firmly
The e principles to which they have given emphatic approval.—
anufacturer. :

NOVA SCOTIA COAL AND IRON.

invlt‘}},m following letter, from the Premier of Nova Scotia, appears
¢ Boston Herald :
‘luel;t,? recﬁnt issue of a Boston paper, Mr. D. H. Hall discussed the
Besse, d‘“’, Whether the seaboard Canadian Provinces actually pos-
if theg any deposits of coal and iron ore suitable to produce pig iron
ing toe materials could be imported duty free ¢ " Mr. Hall, desir-
fac ionallswer the question in the negative, quotes with much satis-
88001 t%} letter in the Bulletin of the American Iron and Steel
ad cha ion, written by Mr. A. Evans, jr., who, for a short time,
at A arge of the blast furnaces of the Londonderry Iron Company
Went 1a mines, Nova Scotia. The, substance of Mr. Evans’ state-

riisl‘that the Londonderry company could hardly get enough
“tilaitfiem keep one of its two stacks running ; that the iron ore

was small in quantity and inferior in quality, that the !,

It would guard against :

manager travelled far and wide through the Provinces inan unavail-
ing search for ore, and that the coal supplied was very poor.

As the views of public men on this side of the boundary line are
not likely to have much weight in your tariff discussion, 1shall not
trouble you with any opinions on the question of tariffreform. But
when any of the parties engaged in that discussion endeavor to sus-
tain their views by discrediting the character of the mineral deposits
of Nova Scotia, 1 must be permitted to offer a protest against such
unfairness. Mr. Evans, I fear, is a prejudiced witness as respects
the Londonderry iron mines, and he certainly is not a safe guide on
the general question of the value of the iron and coal deposits of
Nova Scotia. I send you herewith a letter from Mr. Edwin Gilpin,
jr., Inspector of Mines for Nova Scotia, which, I think, will satisfy
those interested in the iron industries of New England, that the
iron and coal deposits of Nova Scotia are very extensive and of great
value. Tt is the firm belief of most Nova Scotians that these valu-
able deposits will, at an early date, be more extensively worked, and
will become a source of great wealth to our country.

W. S. FigLp:inaG.
Havrrax, N.S., December 19, 1889.

Hon. W. S. Fielding, Premier of Nova Scotia—Sir : In answer
to your enquiry as to the correctness of the statements about the
quality of Nova Seotia coal and iron ore made by Mr. A, Evans
writing to the Bulletin of the American Iron and Steel Association,
I beg to remark :

The Londonderry company have only two stacks. N ecessarily it
is frequently the case that one is idle for repairs, and they have had
both running together. The Londonderry ore has yielded an aver-
age per cent. of metallic iron running from 42 to 45 parts in the
hundred. Its quality is good as respects sulphur and phosphorous. 1
am acquainted with the manager,who visited various iron ore deposits
in the interest of the company,and I know that he found ores adapted
for the use of his furnaces. In one case he informed ine that the rate
of railway freight insisted on was prohibitory, and in other cases his
prices for the ore were considered too small. The amount of avail-
able ore in Nova Scotia alone may be gathered from the fact that
large bodies of Bessemer ore are known in Pictou county, besides
numerous beds from four to fifty feet thick of hematites running
from 40 to 50 per cent. of metallic iron and large deposits of limo-
nite ore.

The extent of the Pictou ores is such that at this moment two
companies are actively engaged in the preliminary work of railway
surveys, shaft sinking, etc., with a view of erecting steel and iron
works, and one has acually commenced to build its railway. Large
bodies of ore are also known in the Annapolis Valley, in Colchester
county, and at several points in tne Island of Cape Breton. At the
latter point several furnace masters have considered the ore bodies
in sight amply large to warrant iron smelting on a large scale.

The coke used at the Londonderry works is silicious, containing
several per cent. more of silicious matter than the typical coke made
from the Pittsburg coking coal, but it is not inferior in other re-
spects, as far as [ have either seen or make analyses of it. There
are scams known in Pictou and Cumberland which yield a better
coke, and they will shortly be opened, when an increased demand
for furnace coke will permit of successful competition with colliories
now opened, which consider the amount of coke made for London-
derry a question of ** bye products ” only. The Cape Breton coals,
from practical tests, yield coke in every respect equal to that from
Counelsville, and almost identical in character and composition with
the famous Durham cokes.

In view of the Londonderry company being obliged to use a sili-
cious coke, it is an argument more ingenious than fair to say that
their search for richer ore is a sign that the ore they are working is
tvo poor, as the addition of a rich iron ore to the furnace burden is
intended as an offset to the silicious fuel.

It has I presume, never occurred to any one in Nova Scotia that
ore holding 40 per cent. of iron would be shipped in competition

with the rich Spanish, Algerian and other ores, either with the duty
on or off. There are, however, deposits of rich ore in the
Province, and it is believed by those who arg opening up the Pictou
and other deposits that with railway facilities that will be able to
supply the markets of the Eastern States with ores equal in quality
and lower in price than either the best United States or foreign
ores.

1t is also believed that the facilities for making cheap coke pre-
vailing in Cape Breton, which have led to its adoption for smelting
purposes in Newfoundland in preference to English coke, will be
found equally effectual in building up a trade in that article in the
New England States. Yours obediently,

E. GiLriN, Jr.
Mines DEPARTMENT, HALIFAX, Dec. 16, 1889. .




