7oy

. makin

enter- almost every door along

IN NOVA SCOTIA AND THE ADJOINING PROVINCES.

for enjoying a -holiday, and were. bent upon’

the Sabbath a day of pleasure.
News-boys. passed along the streets with the
... From our window we ob-

the street—leave his newspaper, and . pass
on to the next door. In Scotland, we were
Bccustomed to hear the voice of Psalm tunes
break the stillness of :the morning. . Here,

- indeed, we also heard music—but it was the
" music of the week-day as well as the Sabbath

~the singing of some popular air, and es-
‘pecially a song which, at that time, seemed to

" Occupy fully. the minds of the citizens .iof

oston, 'sung to the not very sacred. words

) of -« Tnmp,- tmp’” &e., &c. The ,vshops,

Indeed, were very generally ‘closed, and busi-
Gess suspended for the day, but everywhere
there seemed to us to be an utter want of.
that feeling which the lofty expression,
«-the Lord’s Day,” is so well fitted to awaken.
P4_ex'hapu we eannot express the feeling that
ZYeigned more fully than by saying that there
‘Seemed to exist no reverence for the Sabbath.
.. The thought very naturally arose, how
8reat a ch has two centuries wrought
Upon the religious views of the inhabitants
of Boston !
of all this, were they allowed to revisit

the city which they founded ? Their descend-
8nts have certainly been progressive! They
ve ‘auccessfully cast aside their ycuthful
Saining and the early opinions and prejudi-
%88 of their fathers. And another question,
Ad & very serious one, also, arises. At the
ent. rate of progress (?) where will- the
Stbbath be one century hence? Let the
bitants of Bos ucceed in getting rid

of -Whatthey spem toregard as an antiquated

Botion gnd a Jewish observance—a Subbath
Ol reat, « holy to the.Lord and honourable”—
I, them succeed in-the future as they have
M in the past, and what will he the Sab-
"oty of their children, one. hundred years
h‘“‘%? It will certainly be difficult to re-
Ognize it among the seven days of the week,
*X6ept, perhaps, as & day of greater worldly
%ymnt.u he Lord of 'the Sabbath orly

esh where this questionable kind of pro-,

s shall be arrested. B
et this is the apirit of the Continental
M this also the ideal Sabbath of many
o, Bogland, and the kind of Sabbath ob-
‘g ce which not a. few would wish to.in-
r>p‘=‘*70f amusement and recreation—parks
blic gardens—ought to be opened for
vl Forking men, where they ¢an enjoy them-.
‘onthe sacred day. The mea who ad-
e such things consider themselves to be,
on AT® sometimes ealled ¢ the friends of the
" ‘They make fine platform speeches
Sdund well and seem to mony guite phil-
..Those who love the old: Scottish

In
w and who look with abhortence upon

ik

¥ ent upon the sacreidi day, are
Wﬁm ‘:?behind the age,” and as | D

rather thai friends of the peeple.

hat weuld the Puritan fathers.

into. Scotland. . We are told that,
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Now let us sét aside entirely that view ,of the
Sabbath (which we believe, however, to be the
cogrect one,) viz: that'it is a dday appointed
by God himself to be kept holy in all ages, «.
day in which: we are not to think our own
thoughts, speak .our .own words, or do our
owy actions, and letus ask which view seems-
best adapted for furthering the best interests
of the people.: Let us say that;the Edin-
burgh Artisan spends his Sabbath inireading
his Bible and .attending :the house of God..
while the Boston Mechanic spends it in the:
country or on the Common. Which of. them
will begin the labours.of the week with the
%eatest. amount of wigor and freshness?

e certainly believe that it is the men who
on Sabbath read his Biile and offered ujr
his prayers and dedicated the entire day to
the worship of God. ‘Coming in contact
with his Bible and the great and elevating-
truths of Christianity, he has gained fresh-
ness end contentment and strength and ve-
verence which no parks, however fresh or airy,
and no public gardens, however beautiful, cun
give. In. proportion as we secularize tie
Sabbath, life becomes hum-drum and moroto-
tious, . In proportion to the extent to which we
bring the worldly spirit into the first day of the
week, must we fall in piety,in peace and in trve

rosperity. The Boston workman is indeed,,
In some respects, inp most-enviable position.
His wages are goady and he can sfiord to
dress respectably ehd to live comfortably.
And in this respect *the friends of the
people” in Britein thay do positive good to
the workmen. Let them by all means strive
to raise the wages of the labourer, let .
.them endeavor to ‘have the working hours
shortened, let them agitate for the building
of better houses. All thisis trae philanthro-
PV, but let them not deprive the workman
of his greatest blessing, the Sabbath of the
Lord—that day that fits him for the dis-
charge of his duty here, and pFfepares him, un-
-der God’s blessing, for the engoymwnt.of en’
‘eternal Sabbath hereafter. 7.

On Sabbath forenoen we -sought out
and found the place of worship where Dr.
Blaikie - meets with his congregation from
Sabbath to Sabbath. The Dr. and bis peo-
ple have no Chuzch—they meet in a Hall, or, -
as Dr. Blaikie puts it, * jn. their own uppex.
room, aad their own hired house.” They do
80, however, rather from necersity than from
choige, for although this mode of meeting may
sound quite Apoxtolic, they are in the meyn-
time obliged.to adopt it, for.acertaia Church
which they consider belongs: to fiem hus
passed over into the hands of a Unitarian -
congregation. It was communion Sabhatn
in this congregation, and it was easy to sce
that there was at letst. one coungregation i.
Boston that stood out firmly against all in-
vovations, . Here o table was' spread unl,,
duly covered with o white -clothy as in gig.

olden tishe. Nothing but thadald Psalugy;
avid were sung, - \We ‘need SCACe.y. 8q¥g.:
that there was no “organ.” Tie ?r--mﬁ :



