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JAN/LES CROIL

In beginiug work, -we canniotbetter Iik the
present, to the past than by favoring our readers
witlî a Sketch of the busy life and get2îal, kindly,

faice of hxm wio, lias 1)UbiSled the PusY
TEtNRECOnD since, its first isýsue, as the orgaîi

of thie new-fornied " Preshyterian Churchi i Can-
ada," sorne sixteenl years ago:

Descended from a Perthshiire fainilyv, James
Croil -%vas born in Glasgow, 4thi September, 1821,
SQ that hoe lias now completed bis thirec, score
years and ten. Ie received au excellent edu-
cation in bis native city, and, while stili a youing
mnan, chose Canada as blis home, f-ollowing biithier
bis elder brother, -William Richardson, the oNvner
'of Croil Island, in the~ St. Lawrence River. On

thie Sth of June, 1847, lie inarried Miss Cathe-
rne Rieliardson, of Halifax, Novat Scotia. le
settled on a farni in Dunda-s county, necar Mort
risburg, NvIicli wvas Nvell knowNv- ln af ter days,
far and near, as Arclierfield, and hcere for about
twventy years lie followed the plougli, and <dis-
pensed a large-lhearted hospitality to the friends
whlo, came tliat %v.t',.

But, likze Burns,-%,,hile turning up the furrows,
lie courted the muses. Hlaving early acquired, a,
taste, for letters, lie first, ventured upon the
domnain of authorship by Nvriting a report upon
the history and capabilities of thte county in
-%hich lie resided, in response to a desire ex-
pressed by the Board of Agriculture for Upper
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