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iovever, wvns a féat of legisiation very mueli of a place 'with
that purformed by thurenowned progress listing Ring Canute,
at tho beglnnlng of thu year 1000; since it la qulte as absurd
for mrouid.bu rulers ta ssy, IlTinua fer iihalt thou go, ipnd na
(attier," to tise metropolitan bricks and miortar, as te tisa
%vaLei; of tise occan. lndced, the celebratcd bean.stalk planted
by the tisplring Jack jr. tje nursery story wvs isardly more
rapfd in its growîth titan bas been tisat of thiB glant mushrocm
Of a ]ltitih capital of ours. At tise commencement of tise
yeur 1600 thse legal limita of London, 41 itiin and wltisout
the wali, wore but littho botter titan two square miles iu
exteut, or isardly bigger thon the tiny Island of Gibraltar ;
wisorcas, iii tise ncxt century, tis e ctropolis, according to,
law, had swollen to rmi ber more thon tisirty square miles.
Thon, at tise begiiining of the present century, tise area waS
furtiner enlargel1 to just upon filt>' square miles; aftcr whzch,
In 1837, ln was again incresised to, sixty odd square miles;
and latterly, ln 1852, as we have said, it wasa stili furtiser ex-
tenided b>' speclal Act of Parliament tu nearl>' double the sise
it was fifteen Yeats previously ; s0 tîtt 1 now bas a superfi-
cies of exactl>' 1174 squore miles. And wisa cau say but that
ah its recent rate of expansion, tise linuge brick-and-ntoriar
lungus mn>' not by tise end of tise present century spresd into
a clvlc toadstool, ci even double its preseut dimensions?

Noerthieless, in the l3urial Act It is expressly laid down
tisat the terra ilmetropotis" 'ls to bu undershood ta meau aud
Include otise chties aud libaftias of Londan sud Wecstminster,
thse borougis of Sotuhwark, and tho parishes, precincts,
townships, and places," tisercinafter duly specified aud record-
ed. And, accordingl>', we find tisat London by law is made to,
exhend Into Middlesex as (tir as nortis as Hampshead, sud into
Sui re> as far as soutis us Tooting; whilsh 1h stretches iuto
Kent as far east as Plimstead, snd ilence back again into
Middlesex and Surrey' as far ivest as Hammersmith on oneaside
of the Thumes, aud B3arres on the oliser.

These, then, are tise extremo legal limita of thea metropalîs
proper. Fros eauh te west it rangea on the Middlesex side
oflthe river almost from Blackwall to Breutford, and on the
Keuit aud Surrey side from Woolich to Wimbledon ; whilst
north sud south it runs very nearly from Croucis End ta,
Clapbam. Morcover, se directly counected arc these diaiue-
trically.opposite point of the compass of thse capital that thora
lB one continuons street of hauses jaining the several metro-
politan polar regions, aud measurinig about fourteen miles in
length fromi Chisivick ta Strafford, and about thirteen miles
from Highgate ta Dulwicb. Sa tisat tisis samne inuer circle
of urban London (as contradistinguishcd fromn thse larger outor
dise of tha auburban metropalis, gusrded by tise police of tise
capita'l> la foundi bo ave a radius of just about 8R miles, wisilst
Ir clrcumicrence ls witisin a fraction fifty.fiva miles In extent;
aftd thus tisa one gigantia town la made ta cover a territr>'
whlici la ver>' nearly as litugo as that of the enitre conE> of
BultandI1

Ncw tisis Immense monster cf a oit>', whicis la as big as a
count>', country-people deligit ta coui ironicali>' the illittle
village." But tisough we may gain somae notion otf its siza
from learang that the ground on isich Londun stands ia just
about as extensive as tise -.violc are of thIsle of WVigb;-
stili wisat can impress us ivith a sense otf tise seemîngly-
countless crowd of bouses wivb are packed witii Itl boum-
darios aimoat as close as figa in a Ildrum "? A oral reef hardI>'
consies of a more solid mass otf habitable walls ; nor do the
aut-bis of lndia teom ivitis o iisser or burier swarm of living
creatures. Were it possible to count tise grains af sand in
the Sahara, tise infinhte bett of numerals representiug the sum
ef tise collective particles would no more give ona an idca of
tise (irent Dcsert, tissu the fart tisat tise enormous habitable
honeycomb of this isuge of a town is mada up of anme balf a
million cf distinct domiciliar>' celîs ail walied together in tisa
close contiguit>' of geometrical compactucas.

buch numerical statomenta, however, are tisa more sawdust
of sttistsic,-tbe pedanhic foppery of figures. How con the
mind possibly oomprehiend hall a million in ona simple
tisougisî? It is as difflctdt tu grasp large nuinbers as ih is to
clutch water.

Rlow, tben, con we conjura up an adequsta conception cf
the migisty multitude cf nuildinge wvitb which this brlcken
county cf a capital is covered ? WVell, if we have but a misty
Idea af masq ln its integrity, at leat vie can arrive at s clearer
sease cf langtin it3 continnit>'. Spin an ounce cf platinum
whlch would hard>' fill a nutahell In tise lump, into a thonu-

rand miles of wira as fine as a sllkwcrîn's thrcad, and ti
wondrous extent of tise fibre will give one a .norù or asq lei.
vld notion of tise original bulk of tisa metal. Now, hall a
million bounes isaving an average (routage Of ive Yards tcrs
would formn an unbroken lira of buildings whidi wouli be
just upon 1,200 miles long ; aud 1,200 Miles of dwveliogd
would bu ncarly sufficieilt to forai oaa continuons row riglit
round tise entire Iland af Great Britain, fromn John O'Groats
ta tise Land's End, and froro tise Land's End to the North
Foreland, and irom tise Nrts Foroland back again to John
O'Oroste. Or, wisat is; more strikinig stîli, sucis a lino of
buildings %vauld be more tison enougis ta moite one long street
strelcising right arross Scotlaaad, England, France and
Switzerlaud fromn Dunnet lead iu Caitisness, to tise banks of
tise Mediterraneun.

If, tison, sucis be the meo lengh of tise aggrcgate hauses
ln Landau, It mn>' bu readiîy coucelved tisot the stroots af
tise monster metropolis whicis, on looking ah tise xnp, seea
tIl be a perfect mazeo0f highwvays and byways, - a closely
knihted uctwork ofi hhorougifarcB-slould be soe thousands
In number; sud accordingly wa find tisat tisera ara upwords
of 10,500 different streets, ronds, lamnos, gardens, and parks,
squarer., Ovnis, polygcus, crescents, circuses, and taraes,
villas, buildings, rows, and places ; particularised lu tînt
voluminous clvi.; cyclopoedio, tise IlLondon Poat- ifico Direc.
tory." Mauy of tisea thorougbfares, tac, are of non inron.
siderable dimeusions. Tise New-road, for instance (exclusive
of uts City appendoge) is very ncarly three miles long; Oxford
street, marc tisau a mile and a quarter ; and Regonh.street
froas Langhama Cisurch to Corîton-terrace wiîisin a fow yards
of a mile In longth ; wisilst tise twvo great linos of thorough.
lare ruuaing parallel ta tise riveri-tse one cxtending frean
'layswater along Oxford-strcet, Holisoru, Cheapsida, Coruisili,
sud Whitecbopel, ta Mile-end, sud whicis is reaslly but one
continuons strect witis différent usmes ; and tise otiser stretcb-
ing (r mn Keusington, r.bong Kuightsbridge, 1iccadily, thse
Hlaymarket, Pali-maIl East tise Strand, Fleet-street, Caunon-
street, Tower-street, sud so on by Ratchiffo-isigisway ta thse
West-India Docks, ara each, front ona end ho tisa other, just
upon ton miles iu lenglis.

Indecd, tise gross extent of tise Landau streets, amail as
wellt as great, la alro ah incredible ; for b>' a ratura made by
tîte police as finr back as tise year 1850, tise aggrcgato ieDgth
otf tise metropolitan tisorougisiares, ia thIsa "uer"' police
district alaise, amaunted ta not less than 1,85Ç0 miles , wbile
tisose wihhin tisa boundaries ai tise leRegistration District," or
metropalis proper, made up os mas> as 1,820 miles, IlT 1861,
isowever, tisa> Lad inoreased ho 2,100 miles -, 'shunt iu 1811,
tisese saine collective tisorougisiares of Landau as regulated
by law issd become extendcd ha 2,500 miles. Sa tisat not ani
are they uow a third ai tisa earha diameter ; but would, if
shrethed inta one long Une, lust about span the Atlantic, and
reuch (rom Liverpool te, New Yorns i

But pradigious ai, this vat amount ai roadyvay may seem, it
dwindles down into tise mere dimensions of s rope-walk ln
comparisan wlh tise total lcugth of streels patrolled by the
Metropolitan Police ; fur b>' a receut rohura wisich bas been
speciailly prepsred for us b>' tise kinduosa of Colonel Herder-
son, we fi-id tisat the oggregate extent of tise tisoroughfares in-
cluded iwithin tise entière Police District amounts ta, not lesi
tissu 6,612 miles, or more thon one-fonrts of tisa eartiss dir.
cumierence 1 Ronce, it would appear tisat tise rosdwavs uf
tiis saine Police District, whicis were hard>' more thon 3,509
long lu tbe yoar 1850, have beau nearly doubledl in leugis the
]st quarts r of a century.

And whio con wouder ? seeiug that tise same rotura ittiorniS
natbat betwcou Jonuory Tht, 1864. and Decamber 31st, 1873,
tisera 'ercaos mauy as 133,808 bsouses built 'sîtiin tise Metra.
politan Police District, comprising .28 new squares, and 2,92
naw streets l se that, as this is jasto bouh one-third of the gos$
number of tise bouses tIsera 'era iu Landau at tise time of
taking tise st cousus, it follows that ah such a rata of es-
pansion the Mouaher Mettepalis;,-moDstruous as ilà presczi
dimension ma>' appear,-will assurod>' be tivice tise size il
uow is by the end ai thse present century.

Ta bc coutiuued.)

Tisa survoyors ara said te ba at wark on tisa Drosdentl d
011 Springs Rail rond. Mr. Sisk proposes to have tise road
running this faIl, and an extension ta Sarnia next spring.
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