SUNDAY-

SCHOOL BANNER.

[June 30.

INDUCTIVE NOTES.

1. Study of General Features.
8EC. 1. About twenty-seven years after the events of
our last lesson the members of & newly-organized Chris-
tian Church in the rich and wicked eity of Corinth write |
‘to the apostle Paul, their founder, at Ephesus, for in-
struction about various matters of conduct, and among
others, as to what course a Christian should take with

reference to the common heathen custom of eating the |

meat of animals offered to the heathen gods in sacritice,
‘The question was an fmportant one, inasmuch as such
eating was regarded by the heathen as an act of worship,
a kind of communion with the divinity to which the
animal had been sacrificed (1 Cor. 10. 18-20), Paul's re-

ply is assigned as our lesson. The general principle of |

that reply is laid down in vers. 1-3, where he teaches

that such a question should not be looked at as u matter |

of mere abstract knowledge, but in the light of one's
love to his brethren.

SEC. 2. By analysis we gain the following brief state-
ment of the thoughts of the lesson :

As to communion with an idol by eating of its
sacrifices the enlightened Christian knows it to be
impossible, for the reason that the image represents
no real spiritual being, and that though there are
many so-called gods and lords, yet there is but one
true God and Lord with whom spiritual communion
can be held. Not all Christians, however, are thus
enlightened ; their old habits of thought are so
strong that to them eating such meat I_s communing
with an idol and committing sin, Now while we
know that they are mistaken, and that food can have

, nothing to do with our relation to God, yetby acting |
on our knowledge, and eating such food, we may
lead one for whom our Lord died to sin and lose his
soul; and thus knowledge may lead us tosin against
Christ, The simple question, then, with me is, not
whether such meat can make me an idol-worshiper,
but whether my eating it will lead some one else
into sin: for, if 1 find it does, I will give up the use
of such meat altogether,

The two leading thoughts here are: [ Knowledge
Gives Liberty; 1L Love Controls the Use of Liberty.

11. Study of Details,

1. Knowledge Gives Liberty (vers, 4-6),

4. Things sacrifice A portion of the slain animal
was burned upon the altar, another portion was given to
the officiating priest, and the remainder was
eaten in the precinets of the temple with invited frieonds
or sold in the publie mar To a heathen the vating o
such food had a religious signilleance,  No idol is any

g, The word * ido 15 Lo be alwaysapplied in
Greek to the material iimage and never to the spiritual
being represented by the fmage,  Col Uy interpreted
the words mean that no figare set up anywhere in the
world represents any being possessed of deity, What the
flgures are mean' to st for are not divinities, but de-
mons (10, 200, OF course no one has ever pretended o
set upuu image of the one true God,

‘That are called gods.  They are spoken of and
\\nr~n|wnl 1L~l|lnl|llh they had sovereign and independent
e .

3 but he does deny their deit
Cand lords many, There are invisible, wic
§ Who have certain power and anthority (Eph.

ulers of this darkness: ™ Satan is the * god of this
vorl ' . 4. 4, " the prince of this world** (John
12 81D, It ought to be clear to every temperance
worker that he is not wrestling against tlesh and blood
in the warfare he has undertaken, but against invisible
and organized enemies of humanity.  He ought, there-
fore, t neglect no spiritual weapon,

6. Vet to us,  To well-instructed Christians, hnlnz
meat offered to Aphrodite could not mean the wor-
ship of one in whose hoasted power as a goddess we do
not belfeve,  If we do not believe in her deity no act of

ours could be a real act of worship. One God,
\“. severnl. The Fathe He created us, redeemed
Ser No other being takes his place, OfF
He is the living wmw of all
| (!ml € 8. The pnm-l of & demon 1s not to be thought
in comparison with him. We unto M---- Fating
| Illl'ul um-r«l to an idol could mean nothing to us: we
live for 1 our Fathei we_ have no other purpose ex.
cept to serve him, One Lord. The heathen accept
certain spirits us their masters and slay sacrifices Ly
them. We have but one Master and Lord. 'Through
whom are all things. No heathen divinity had any
thing mdu with the creation of the world, hnl through
14 “hrist all things made John 1. 3; Col.
i e through hi We are redeemed through
We are a new creation through
Christ (Gal, 6 We have the best of reasons for ig-
noring the false |lh|nlllm whom the heathen adore,
. Love Controls the Use of Liberty, m-w 719,
o In all Christians, wledge,
knowledge of verse 4, that eatin eat of an
h|ul is not offering worship. Used until now, 7The
force of traditional habits of thought asserts ftself,
They cannot rid themsely 1hn~ (w]hu( that the idol
represents a real divinity. e being weak,
Their feelings have more Inmwnu- nwr them than their
knowledge of Christian truth, Is deflied. They feel
hemselves guilty of disloyalty to the true God.
™, Meat will not commend.  We can nelther gain
| nor lose in the almu of God by such a matier as eating
(Rom. 14, 17).  As far as the favor of God is coneerned
it is all the same whether we eat or donot eat.  But it is
‘ not the same to the weak brother.
| 9. By any means. By any avoidable means, Lib.
erty. Power to eat without thinking you have wor-
shiped a false god. Stumbling-bluck. ~Hinderance to
his Christian life.
10. For. To fllustrate one way in which such mm
| mlgm h«-omv a stumbling- hln(k to another,

Be strengtl ur ple, \\illu.u(
having llw good reasons \nll Inm- The Greek word
buildelh upisused ironically, ‘Toeat tuingssnerificed,
And perform what to him is an act of dislovalty to Christ,

11, For, | sald huildeth vp. There was good rea-
son for sueh frony ; the man is made to perish. Throngh
thy knowledge, A thing you are proud of, but for
whose use you are responsible. The brother,  One
who is entitled to a brother's consideration from you,
Perisheth,  Ceases to trust Christ and loses his soul,
For whose sake,  For whose redemption, Christ died,
Christ was willing to lay aside not merely a certain
Kkind of food, but life itself, for his sake (Rom. 14, 154

12, N ng against the brethren.  Denving them
that loving consideration to which they are entitied.
And. To speak more explicitly. i

| nn-m into - conscious  eondemnation,
Christ.  Transgress his righteous will,

13. Wherefore. In_view of the consequences
pamed in vers, 10, 11, Meat. Such a thing as fod,
stumble,  Hinder or frustrate his spiritual life.  No
flesh, Of the kind that would produce such a result,
Forever. | will adopt this as a life-long prineiple of
conduct, That I may not. 1 will do what T can to
avoid leading him astray.

Application,
1, Some do not feel the need of total lllhlllh‘m-n' for
themselves, They have contidence in their *
of the nature of intoxicating «Illuk. and nun‘

s the
H it is known that a Christian bishop, p
Jeader, superintendent, teacher drinks wir will it be
1 or easier for their younger and weaker acquaint-
w to Keep from it? IS there any soul without intlu-

en

3, If a Corinthian Christian could cause another to
perish by his poliey in the eating of food, cannot a mod-
ern Christian n-uuw another to lose his soul by his policy
in the matter of drink?

4. 1f Christ died for our brethren's sake, is it much if
we deny ourse Ives one kind of drink for them ?

5. No harim can come to others through our absti-
nence: harm may came to others through our indulg~
enee: can there be iwo opinions, then, as to a Cl
tian's duty

make my
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