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INTRODUCTORY, Tell that we have a
lesson to-day about a man who lost his Jife
for Christ’s sake. Recall the trial.  Who
Wwas the chief of the deacons? Before whom
was he brought for trial?  What kind of
works had be been doing ?  Who was killed
before Stephen for doing good works? Tel
that Stephen spoke bold, trye words to his
judges. " He told them that they had mur-
dered the Son of God, which makes them

Ask children if they want self or Christ to
be most to them,

Lesson Word-l‘lcl-rn.

The high-priest was there that memorable
day in the Sanhedrin to put the question to
the accused, “ Are thege things s0?”  Sye.
phen looks UP to answer. He gees the
seventy judges sitting ina semi-circle, digni-
fied, stern, forbidding. The president is in
the middle of this stony arch, Stephen sees

THE HApPpPY MARTYR,

Tell what it is to bea
nlr:myv, explaining a little
about the martyrdoms in

SN SAke the early Church. Recall

Stephen’s shining face,

and ask what made it

shine.  Show that the
shine comes through the

A globe of a lamp becayse

a light is burning inside, and read from Acts

- 5, “ Step en, a ma; h,”etc, The

that charge against the Lord’s betrayers and
murderers, What a change in that dignified
row of judges ! They now have the faces of
beasts halting before a spring from the
doors of their cages ! Onealmost hears the
"gnashing ” of their teeth.  And then to
comfort him, O marvellous vision of his
faith, that opening heaven, that glory of God,

very right hand of God, the Lord Jesus
hrist, not sitting, but standing as ‘if to

h Ty heart, | succour his persecuted servant and to re-
} and will jf e let hi Stephen | ceive him 1"« Blasphemy | blasphemy 1 »
| looked whep men 8ing against him, | is the derisive cry we hear welcoming ‘the

and what he Saw there. Te|] upon whom he
called when they were stoning him, anq his
not himself.  Agl

! what this shows, and ‘teach that self-love
thinks firgs of self, and that the only happy

People are thoge whose hearts are large

enough to Joye and bless even those who do

them harp, Make vivid word-picture of

the _scene—Stephen, calm, angelic, happy ;

the Judges with rage and hate in thejr faces,

€re was the rage and hate besides in
their faces ?

THE UN. HAPPY JUDGES.

Talk about the Sanhedrin, and who com-
Pposed it, They had plenty of money and
power, but they had not love, Stephen had
no money or worldly Power, but he had love.
Make a Pair of scales on the board, and let
children te] which will weigh the heavier,
OVe or power, Talk about happiness and
unhappinen, and by questions and examples
lead (l‘:e thhe thought that only love and truth

story oftha.t manifestation, Stopping th_eir

1s murderers run toward him, hurling those
sharp, merciless Stones. Itijs only a hideous
Catapult—at work on every side, letting fly
those missiles of death, Stephen falls,
rises, falls—his [ace still toward the sky as

i
and what he gained. The Jjudges of Stephen | he commends his spirit to Christ, He gets
saved the life of their bodies, but what did | upon his knees once more and his voice is
they lose ? Show that we try to save life | heard for the last time as he breathes out a
when we seek our own pleasure and way, | prayer of forgiveness, His murderers’ re.
and that we giy., up life—the self-life, when | sponse is another shower of stones on that
We deny self and seek the truth and love, scarred, bleeding face, but he heeds them no




