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deaf man. The, harper expressed himself unutterably fiattered
at bis having resisted the importunity of the bell. IlWhat!" cried
the doaf man, libas the fish bell rung ? Then I'm off too. Good-
by !" One excellent saying £rom Plutaruli has been as yet over-
looked. It is taekod onu te Peisistratus, ene of the nMost genial
figures among the ancients. IlWhen minded te marry again lie
was dissuaded by bis sons,'who asked whetlier 1 he wvas dissatisfied
with them.' ' Cortainly net, my dear fellows,' lie replied, 1 1 wisl
te have more like you."' In the rare hoard of ancedota preserved
in Athenieus occur many admirable mots and witty sayings
which have been culled once and again; many aise doubtless which
have hitherto escaped translation. No Greek seholar needs te be
told that a great Aristophanie exercise ef wit consista in the figure
iPara Prosdokian, the surprise of spmne ludicrous substitution for
the idea naturally expected. The lively fiali tattie enslrined in
the pages of Athenoeus abounds in instances of this. ilere is one
attributed te Theocritus of Chies (another. than the Syracusan
or Alexandrian idyllist), and addressed by hi l "to one Dibcies,
a fiali-glutton w1o, had lost bis wife and wvas craînming in fish at
her funeral feast, whilst ut the same turne lie shed tears." Theo-
critus said te hlm-" Weep flot, yen can do ne good by-fisi-
cating " (Ath. 344 p. B.) Anether stery occurs to us, which we
may quote in illustration, of a wit who, when teld that the Ilray "
was a geod fish, said, IlYes; about as geod as if a man were te,
eut a boiled cloak." The name of Stoboeus recalis te us another
fumons collecter of valuable and instructive sayings, wliose date
is uncertuin, but probably later thun that of ilierocles; it is aise
pretty certain thut lic was a heuthen. 0f his two works, the
Eclogoe and the Florilegium, the latter lia been of greut service te
modern ancedotists. Prom thc tener of many of the stories we
are led te accept the accoutit that lie co mplied thora for the gui-
dance of lis son. A thief excused himself te Deînosthenes by
saying, IlI did net know it wvas yeurs." IlBut you did know,"
suid the other, "lthat it was net yonrs." Another records that
Simonides used te say Ile neyer once regretted having bld lis
tengue, but very often lie lad foît serry for having spoken." Ac-
cording te the saine collecter, Zeo held thc saine teadhing frein
experience wlien lie said te a talkatfre youtli, IlYoung man, nature
gave ns one tongue, but two ears, that we may hear just twice as
mudli as we speak."
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