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FIRST THOUGHTS 0F THE NEW YEAR.

T the commencement of this new link in the long chain oi
in, wen peol begi toe Iook ack apnd the lsng vista
im, when thope oeidt hask been rungon the ew ung i
of the past xvith sentiments of joy or of sorrow, and to

scan the horizon of the future with bright and cheerful counten-
ances, fuill of hope and expectation, it is but fitting that we should
etop for a few moments to consider several things most intimat-ely
connected witb the life of every individual, tbings, in fact, upon
which hinges bis life work-time, opportunity and progress.

Ail creation exists for the glory of God. He is its beginning
andorigin. He conserves it by 1-is Divine Providence, and He is
its ultimate end. There are two classes of beings, the material and
the spiritual; the former bas no life after this world; the latter is
destined to live in eternity. Man is composed of a material and a
spiritual element, and by a gratuitous gift of the Creator, the ma-
terial body is ordained to share the lot of the spiritual sou! after the
Resurrection fromi the dead. Hence, we say that man is immortal,
and that bis end is to attain to the beatific vision of God in Heaven,
whicb it is possible for bim to lose, howe-ver, if he make flot use of
the means placed at his disposai. The idea of happiness is an es-
sential condition to man's existence. For this he lives, for this he
dies. Take it away and his whole life is a burden, no better thaiî


