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arrlve(l at camie mcessagcs dcpreating compromise from, amiongst
othier.,, tièv nicrmbers of the Columban Leaguie of N-aynootli and the
prit -3f li1 e Dunboyne Establislinent. Thaose hotold uis that
w-e ,verc rying to force our vicws (n the University r-egzirdlesqs of
the wislies -ind ir.terests or the students have now got their nwr
In a.il broad lrcland only sevc:.ty-fiur students (including English-
mien, Seotchinien, Jcevs, and Clon o()'u'lia ls) have betin founid to put
their naines to an ainti-Irisli protest. 'l'le students arc with us in
sornewhat larger proportion than the country at lage-ay ine
out of every ten. "

At the convention ai the Irish- Parliamcnintary Pary, lield in
Dublin during Fcbruary, a resolution favouring- comipulsory Irish
for niatriculation in the newv University wvas proposed by MI-r. Bo-
ltnd, Mi..P., and, despite some opposition, wvas carried by a large
niajority. In this conivýction, thc 'lidem' remarks-

'The question as ~o whether the public of lrcland is with or
aginst the demand for Irish as an essential part of the basis of

education in the National University bias been scttled once -and
for aIl by the National Convention. Tha1it Convention w'as repre-
seatative ai ail nationalist Ireland outsirde of the Sinn Fein Party.
'1hci Sitan Fein Pairty lias been wvitlî us fromi the start. Its leaders
have been. (ighting this battle side by side iv'ith the leaders ai the
language ovmn.The Cther and larger body ai licish National-
ists lias now dcclared itself on aur side Nvith equal dcciý:ivcneSs and
equal untlhusiasm. AIl that-part ai Jreland whiclî pastulates an
Irish Nation is thus dcfinitely wih wth us, if Nve rnay take
the vating at thie Convention as an index, six ta aie..

Il- the nieantinie, the Coiste Gnotha, or EcuieCommitte'e,
ai the Gaelic League, lias issued a manifesta, in which its miembers
express the deterniii-tion aith Uic Lague ta "staind a4; firni as a
rockz," as the official organ puts it.

Tl'c story ai Irish as a spoken language is linked with the for-
tunes of the Irish nation. It hiad, at thetlimie ai the Eriglish inva..
sian, iniposed itself on tic descendants ai the Dîmes. Thence-
iorward, througli the centv'*ics, despite ail Angliciziing efforts ta
the contrary, it wvas, tilI th2- middle of the eightenth century, flic
lainguage oi tie nation, and as such spoken îby bath Cael and Non-
nman. Dr. I)ouglas Hyvde surppics ample iiiiormartion an the subject
ini bis "Literary History ai lI-elantd." He says:

"The absônbin-g power ai Irish niattonz-lity coatinued sa strong
altoub tbeseventeentli century thaI, accarding ta Pi-end.erga,.st,

mativ oi the clîildren of Oliver- Cromwvell's saldiers wlîa had sFettled
in 1r4land, could not speak a word ai Englis!i. It xvas the saine ail


