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T b4e first step in the great enterprise was the
e0nfection of St. John's, Nfld., with the tele-
lerph lines already in operation ini Canada &
'l'e U.S. & Mr. Field was despatched to Eng-

lan t orerthe necessary work to be done.
leentered into a contract for a cable to be

laid across the Gulf of St. Lawrence from
1Newfoundland to Cape Breton. The first
altenpt to lay it in Aug., î8, as not suc-
Cessful. Another contract was madle, which
Wa executed in the following year.

Then came the ocean work, & Mr. Field
'w'1 authorized to go to Europe and ask the
4iancial aid of Great Britain. He secured
the services of j. Brett, Sir Chas. Bright &
Otiers ,torganized another company. The
Obbyng necessary in Washington nearly
e'scOuraged him, for he encountered far more

OrPPOsition there than in England, but the
Iuesure passed the Senate by one vote, &

'after a risky passage in the House received
the Presidents signature Mar. 3, 1857. The
fleXt question which arose for consideration

ashow the cable was to bc laid. The Great
Eastern, then known as the Leviathan, atone

tcOUld embrace it wiîlin her gigantic hold,
but then the vast fabric had neyer been tried,
abe Tlighit prove a failure. It was determined
thet the responsibitity should be divided &
t he burden entrusted to two vessels of smaller

at teso The British Government paced
attedisposai of the Co. the battie ship

'ýan1ernn 0  & the U.S. the steam frigate
1Ni1aa. It was decided that the Niagara
ýhOud land the shore end at Valentia, & pay
It out titi her cargo was exhausted midway ;
the Agamemnnon wvas to take up the tait &
carr it on t0 Newfotindland. On Aug. 5,
e857, the shore end was secured in the littie
COve Selected for the purpose in Valentia. On

the 7th the squadron saited, & the Niagara
en l~enced paying out the cable very slowly,
b1t on the i i h the cable broke & was lost in
210O' fathoms of water 280 miles from Valen-
tia. This loss proved fatal to the flrst attempt
o laY the Atlantic Cable.

Nothiing daunted by the failure Mr. Field
ýtarted off at once for England & urged the

lnlledaterenwalof heenterprise, but it

ear. AIl Nas ready for the expedition before
he

t
'me inicated & the directors & the pub-

li oked with confidt. nce to the restilt. In-
0ted 1o lnding a shore end at Valentia il

tas9decided that the shijis should proceed
Oehrto a point mnidway between Valentia

& Necwronlnteeslc h al
tun heir bows east & west & proceed to their

d'silaton On June 10, 18i8, the Agamem-
non& N iagara left Plymouth, but scarcelya they set out when a violent storm sepa-
ralted the vessels. The overloaded Agamiem-
non, 1rained & cracking in tthe gale, heelcd

t etro& tbreatened every moment to sink in
t e og of the sea; she escaped & finallv
rtde safely to the rendezvous in the midst of

e Ocean. The Niagara passed througtî the
lutad~ ordeal with less danger & dificulty.

h Shiips met on June 25 in the mnidst of thie
tlanti c. The îîext morning they spliced the

n le ; it however became fout of the scraper

the Niagara & broke. A second splice
but ifllediately made, & the vessels started,
broke er going a short distance the cable
bfl'ete On June 28, the third splice was
I11ecteof The Agamemnon liad paid Out 146
tane cable, wben the upper deck coil be-

e r xhaisted speed was slackened in
WVhent shift the cabte 10 tue lower deck
tu eludnt it snapped. The vessels re-

on t~~o Irel;ind for new supply of cable, &
JUI 29th the sbips once more met in înidOan, Sliced the cable, & sailed away fromeact her ,eAammo o Vlni

there.agara for Newf*oundland. But lbev
buenevee separatcd, the busy cable stiil

und themn together, & at length on Aug. 7,t Iriltte'lOf Wonder shot through the two con-
ttls when it was told they were bound to-

gether by electric tbougbt, & the first message
that came over the cable gave glory ho the
Most Higb & promised peace on earth & good
will to men. The first public message that
came over the cabte was f rom the Queen 10 bbe
President of the United States, bis replv &
others followed, but the cable broke dowtî on
Septemiber 3.

For seven years the cabte stept alînost for-
gotten,.thev were yeai-, fuît of political con-
vulsions & fatal disorder. The reign of peace
on eartb & good will 10 men which had been
so fondly promised by the first message over
the cabte seemed te have faded for ever, for
the United States wvas tbreatened with des-
trucîioq. In the tunîlt of the rebellion the
cable & its projectors sank mbt neglect, &
when at length the war wvas ended fèw be-
lieved that the proposed plan would ever be
reuewed. The public had lost ils interest in
the Atlantic cable, & looked with coldniess
uipon a project that had once aroused its higli-
est enthusiasmi. Amidst such disappointments
MNr. Field & bis courageous associates in i 86j
had renewed their telegrapb company, pro-
vided a nev cable, & gatlantly prepared te
brave the dangers of the sea. The cable
wvas mo're perfect Iban any formner eue, & ils
greally increased weighl & size would have
macle the question of stowage a very emibar-
rassing one, b'ad il not been f'or the existence
of the Great Eastern, there being no two or-
dinary ships afloat that %vould be capabte of
contaiuiug in a formi convenietît for payiîîg out
the great bulk presentîed hy 2,300 mites Of
cable of stîch dimensions. Ont Juîy 15 the
Great Eastern left the Nore carrvî ug 7,000

tons cf cable. On thbc 7 th she camne up with
the str. Caroline, which had the shore end on
board, & teok bier in towv. Next day tlhe 10w
rope broke, & the Caroline rau for Valeutia
Harbor, & lte Great Eastern pa'ssed inside
the Skellegs, stood in close 10 Valentia igbl,
& sent a boat ashore. After firing a gun te
announice ber arrivaI, she szeamed f'or Bere-
baven in Bantry Bay, & aîîctored inside bbe
Island on july 19. Here she lay preparing
for ber great errand, whilst the Caroline w'as
laying the shore eud of the cable iin Foithutui-
oruni Bay, in Valetîtia. Oit July 22 tbe bight of
the cable was shipped from the Carolitne le
the Great Eastern. The next morning wvas
exceedingty fine, & te Great Eastern pro-
ceeded at the rate of 6 kuots aniltour. W'hen
84 utiles of cabte had been paid out, a fauît
occurred, & the whole staff was aroused. The
engines on deck were gel ready te work the

picking.. up apparalus aI lihe bows. The
operatico. i of picking np procoeded ail day &
al,nighh. Aller io)'• tmiles of cable had been
bauled ini, te the joy of al] on board the faull
was discovered. After adeteution ofsoute 12
heurs te paviug-oul macb;îtery ,vas again
put in action, 1% the cabte glided eut rapidtv
asterit. About baif a mile cf cabte lbad boen
paid eut, when suddenly aIl communication
between the shore & the ship ceased. The
*news spread froti etd toened of te ship, wbictî
again la), lu restless quiet on tbe waters.
Again the wearsome energy of te pickitîg-
up apparats was 10 be called mb optay, huit
the index liglit reappeared cii its palh inth Ie
testing rooit, & the weary walchers were
gladdened by the light of tbc beacon of hope
once nmore. As the sea was calm & the cable
rau eut se beautifully, the speed of the ship
was increased, & it looked as if there 'vas
really ne limit 10 bbc velocilv at viclîithe
process could be conducted under favorable
circumstances. Every eye iin the ship was
watchiug the hurniug cf a single wh'eel, everv
ear w'as listening for a single souiid. The
Great Eastern was ttew near a fatal spot.
Sotnewvbere below ber lay the boues of îtvo
Atlantic cables, & as Mr. Field wvas walching
on the tank tbe sound of tbc wheel suddenty
stopped, the cable broke, & was lest iii bbe
deepesb part of the ocean. Tîte still shilling
Atlantic bad swallowed up the expiring cabte

i,062 miles froîn Valentia, 6o6 miles from
Newfoundland. There around lay tbe ptacid
Atantic smilinig in the suni, & not a dimple to
show wlîerc la), so many hopes buried. After
brief consideration it was resolved to make an
attempt to recover the cable. The grapnels
were brought up to the bowvs & secured to
wi're rope & thrown over, & whisîled through
the sea a prev to fortune. Ail life died out in
the ship, & no noise wvas heard except the dulI
grating of the wire rope over the wheels at
the bows. After 2,500 fathomns, or nearly
three miles of rope liad been paid out, the
grapniel rcached the bcd of the Atlantic, & set
to the task of fiuding &t holding the cable.
Ail through the night's darkness the grapuel
groped along the bottomn, as the wind drifted
the Great Eastern. At 6 a.m. she swayed
graduatly, & turued her head towards the
wind. Il began t0 be seen that Ibere was
some agency workiug ho alter the course of
the ship. The macbînery was set to work to
pull1 Up 2,500 falhomis of rope, the operation
wvas of course exceedingly tedious. As the
shackle & swivel ot the eleventh length of
rope. which wouild lhave madle a mile on board
were passing the machinery, the head of the
swivef pin w~as wrung off by the strain, & 1,400
fat homs of line, witb grapuel attached, rushed
to the bottoin of the Atlantic, carryiug wibh it
the bight of the cable. The Great Eastern
hung about the spot 9 days, & made 3 more
uns,îccessful attempts to recover the cable.
The wiud & sea were rising. as if anxious to
hurry lier from the scene. She struggted
against the helm for a moment, as thougb she
yearued to pursue bier course to the west, then
bowed her head to the angry sea, in admis-
sion of' defeat, & mioved slowly to nmeet the
risîng suni. Early on the morning of Aug. 17
the Great Eastern came iu sight of land, &
soon sîeanied into Crookhaveui to communt-
cale ith the telegraph station at that solitary
spot. Ere noon the news of the safety of the
ship relieved many ant anxious lbought,
silenced miany a tongue & pen, & dissipated
miany a gloomy apprehension. Her returu
was a subject of national rejoicing, every
newspaper in the kingdom contaiued articles
on the topic. The energy, skill & resolution
displayed in the attempt to recover the cable
was admiitted & praised on ail sides.

By this lime MIr. Fields health & fortune
were so inipaired that bis friends supposed he
would abandon the project. But after a short
period of recuperalion he put forth a paper,ilu
wbicb he asserted that altbiough the expedi-
tion bad heen uinsuccessil in carrying the
cable across the ocean, it was by no rut ans a
failuire. He orgauized the Anglo-Amrerican
Telegrapli Co., with a capital of $3.000.000,

& raised the money in less Ihan 3 mnOntls.
The ne%%- 'able was completed & put on board
te Great Eastern i juine. 1 866. The shore

end wvas sticcessfuil% laid, & macle fast 10

thie cable on the steamier, & she left Valentia
on j tly 1,. For 14 days the cable was paid
out over the enormnous drumus, & en July 27,
1866, te enormous bull of the Leviathan was
discernied by watchers on the Newf'oundland
coast, & with gus flring & buuting fioaing,
with a trait of wire 2,000 ies bebind bier, the
Great Eastern steamned majestically into the
harbor of Heatîs Content, & dropped her an-
chor in front of the telegraph office, aIl safe,
aIl well. A-salube Of 21 gUns fromi the Great
Eastern, H.M.S. Terrible, Niger & Lilly,
with hearty cheers from the ships & people on
shore, announced the complete snccess of the
first object of the expedition, that of laying &
tandhîîg the inew cable of 1 866.

The squadron baving clone ils work with
the catie of 1 866, left Newfoundlaud a few
davs afterward, & proceeded to search for the
lost cable of t1865, & on Sept. i il was raised by
the Great Eastern, spliced t0 the remaining

portion, & the whole landed in Newfotiudtand,
& thus lerminated, so far as cabte laying &
picking up were concerned, the practical work
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