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LIRA YEN i Y HOME.

11ea'ien Imy hume I1 Vhat shall 1 say o1 thet?
'Mid ail the din ai lufe, the ceaseless toil ;
Thon art tht star ai hope and thon the goal
Ta which 1 nearer drtaw cach weary mile.
O L2nd af Peace t whete sin bas ndomain,
How ait my weary soul pinta for thy reat
When ail arouod is strile and fooishness,
" how I long ta be beside the blest.
O home ai pure delight I ai lasting love I
WVhere many a friend il folded sale ftram cate,
Tlîy star witil ue mic an 'mid gathtring cîuuds,
And in ýhe cveing ight V'il anchor There I

-Chrislopher Ki'ng.

HO1IV BEST TO PROMO TE AND
CULTIVAI'E TEIE SPIRITUAL

INTERESI'S 0F 2'IE
CHIURC II.*

lIV ALDER~MAN GRO. W. ARiMSTRONG, LONiDON.

There can bc no subject af marc mo-
mentous importance ta tht truly Christian
mani than the unt suggested by the titt
selected for tht subjcct ai this short paper-
tht promotion and cultivation af spirituality,
tht devclopement ai spIritual lite.

Tht followers ai Christ are tht sujects
ai a spiritual kingdom, in wbich tht laws to
be abservedl are essentîally spiritual, and in
which ail tht relationships and enviroaments
partake ai tht saine nature. The sustalning
and snppoiting elements, tht meats and
drinks are spirtual; tht occupation is a
species af spiritual agriculture. As Paul
says, IlWe have sown unta you spiritual
things, and bc naturally looked for a spirit-
ual harvest.» Tht saine apostlc's desire, as
expressed ta tht churcli at Rame, was that
Ilhbc might impart unta them sanie spiritual
gift." Naw, these giits tht Christian is
zealous ta secure "sa that he may excel ta
the edifying ai tht Church." Ht should
alsa desire them in arder that he might be
fortified and strengthened ta appose and
wrestle against spiritual wickedness and bc
flled with ail spiritual understanding and
power.

Tht Sciptures trcquently place that
which is spiritual in juxtaposition ta that
wich is canna! and natural, and show that
they cannat co.exist ia the saute persan at
tht samne time. "Tht natural man receiv-
eth flot tht thirg: of the spirit ai God ; for
they arc foolishaess unta hini, neither can
bc know tbem, bzcause tbey anc spiritualiy
disceraed."

For these spiritual qualities and experi-
ences ive are aixogether dependent upon
1the God and Father -of aur Lord jesus

Christ, wbo bath blessed us ,witb ail spirit-
ual biessings ini heavenly places in Christ
lesus," aad nfia wnder when spirituality
emtanates tram so divine a source that ix
produces Illite and peace." This paper is
intended ta enquire, Il How best ta pramote
and cultivate spirixuality ia tht Church ?"
and 1 suggesx :-By each individual mem-
bér and affice-holder seeking ta prornote
and cultivate this quality in bis awn per-
sonal experience. A church is composcd ai
an aggregate oai nits, and what tht unit is
su must tht aggregate bc. A cangregrrtioa
ai carnally minded men can never produce
a spiritually minded cburch. A mati, or a
church, that is spiritual loathes that %whicb
is carnai and impure To promote and cul-
tivate spirtuality in tht Chnrch there must
be an honest endeavor ta walk lan ail the
statutes ai God blameless; a sccking, on
tht part ai tht individual niember, after that
whicb is boiy, good and truc. But yau may
ask, IlHaw can this he donc?"'

ist. By stndying tht lite aad chetacter,
anld following the exemple ai aur blessed
Lord and Saviaur Jesus Christ. "lHt bath
set ns an exaniple that ive sbould follow in
His steps." Ht was abedient ta His
Fathen's commands. He souglit ta do Bis
Father's will. Ht employed Hfs time and
entergies in helpi.ng the needv, sympathizing

*A caper read befort the Preslytcrian Couricil, Lon.
d. MOZdAy. Jaaary 29U, 1893.

with the distressed, tcaching the ignorant,
denying Himsoli for the benefit ai athelso
and sacrificing Himself that others might bc
saved. To follow sncb an example ive
sbould bc constantly promoting and cultivat.
ing spiritualit,- of lite and character.

znd. We can best promote the quality
suggestcd by living in arn atmosphcre ai con-
stant personal prayer. WVe are cxhorted ta
pray without ceasing. Na antc an bc spirit-
ual iithout being prayenful. Spirituality
spriDgs tram communion with Gad and is
developed by constant intercourse at the
tbrone ai grace. Personal, secret prayer-
IlEnter inta thy closci, and, when %'liu hast
shut thy d5'or pray ta thy Father wha scetb
in secret." Fatmllyrrayer-"« As for me and
my bouse ive iilI serve tht Lord." .Sancuary
worsip --I Neglect neot the assembling af
yourselves together as tht manner ai some
is." Il these rules werc observedl com-
plaints would be fewer, disheartenfingly
small congregations, badly attcnded week-
evening prayer meeting, poor sermons and a
low state ai Christian experience, and ia
their place wauld bc vitality, energy, gener-
oslty, charity and love. By prayer ive can
promote and cultivate spirituality in tht
Churcb.

3rd. By spiritual communion and inter-
course the Church cati promate and culti-
vate spiriauality. IlThey that ieared tht
Lord spake oten ane ta another, and the
Lord hearkcned and heard it, and a book ai
remcmbrance was writ:en before Blim for
them that feared thp Lard and that thought
upon Bis naine*.' "As iran sharpencth
iran sa doth tht countenance ai a mani bis
friend," If the Cburch were truly spiritual
it would delight in spiritual conversation
and intercourse. How many professed
Christians speak ta ont another about
Christian experience? Tht number, I (car,
is sadly limited t Many ai us, 1 fcar, would
be teribly startled by a direct enquiry about
aur spiritual lite ; and yet tht inspired
writer tells us, IlThey that feared tht Lord
spake otten onetet another." Ifiwe loved
God and cach other as it is aur privilege ta
love ; and ive talked ta each other about tht
love and tht gaodness of God ive sbould, by
this means, decidedly pramote and cultivate
spiritual lite in aurselves and in the
Church.

4th. By generosity in giving for tht
spiritual elevation ai aur race, and for
adding ta the temporal coinforts ai aur tel-
low creatures wha are flot se favorably
circumstanced as ourselves, ire should con-
siderably promote and cultivate spirituality
in the Cburch. Tht genius af Christianity
is glving and sacrifice. A. niggardly, selfish,
and unsympatbetîc Christian is an anamaly.
"lTht liberal deviseth liberal things; and
by liheral rhings he shaîl stand." "Tht
liberal soul shallhbc made fat; and bc ibat
ivatcreth shaîl be watered aiso himseli. An
excellent way ta promote and cultivate
spirituality in tht Cburch is ta promote and
cultivate generosity and benevolence, and
witbout these spirituality is impossible.
IlVaIi a man rab God ?" Yet ye bave robbed
me. But yc say, IlWherein bave we robbed
thet?" "Ini tithes and offrings." "Bring
ye ail the tithes inta the storehause, that
there may be meat in my bouse, and prove
me naw herewith, saitb tht Lord ai Hasts, if
I ivilI not open you tht windows af beaven,
and pour you ont a bîessing, that there shall
flot bc roam enaugh ta reccive it." Mal. iii:
8-ta. For temporal gifts God gives spirit-
ual blessings.

5th. By keeping vows miade ta God ive
may pramote and cultivate spirituality ta
tht Churcb. IlBetter is it that thon
should'st net vow than that thon
should'st vow and flot pay." A religions
vow is making a promise ta God and the
vaws we make, if of sncb a nature as God
can accept, Ht expects us ta redeem them.
IlWben thou sbaît vaw a vaw unta the Lord
thy God, thon shalt flot slack ta pay it ; for
tht Lord tbiy God will surely require it ci
thet ; and it would be sin la thee." Tht
psalmist several times relers ta tht vaws bct

made and said, I 1 ilI pay my vaws unta
tht Lord nom ln tht presenca ai ail His pea.
pIe."e

.When me begin the Christian life and
identiiy ourselves iwth Gad's chnrch and
people ive make vaws or promises ta God
that me will live according ta tht laws and
precepts ai Christ and that me will give ai
aur substance ta advance bis klngdam. How
many seriously contemplate these vows
afier thcy are made ? Are tbey mot in
toa many cases, Ilas the mornlng cloud and
as thc early dciv that passetb away, as the
chaff is driven witb tht whirlwind out ai the
fluor, and as smoke out ai the chimney."
Hosca. xiii. 3. How aiten are patentaI
vows made nt tht baptismal font kept?
How Mfien are sick bcd vaws neglected
aiter God bas graciously restored us tri
bealth? We would urge, IlWhcn thou
vowest a vow unto God, defer flot ta pay it ;
for God bath fia pleasuro in bools ; pay that
which tbou hast vowed." Eccle. v. 4.
If we would promate and cnltivtttruc
spirituality me must keep good failli with
God and fulfil aIl tht promises mee make ta
Himn.

And nom what necd I say marei Spirit.
ualiy is ai God 1 Ht is its author and
ficisher. If ve îvould acquint spirituality in
aur lufe andcandncx ime must observe ta do ac-
cording tealal tht commandmcnts Ht bas ea-
joined upon us ; the chiefest ai wbich is ta
believe an the name ai His aniy begottea
and well belaved Son, for no sin is greater
than tht sm in onabelici, and nathing ob-
scures spiritual lite more than dhiubt.

If we would promate and cultivate tht
interests ai the Churcli aur faith in God
oust take the front rank; me noust study

*tht lite ai Christ and have our lite modelled
an His pattern; we must bc regular and
constant in prayer; bave communion and
inttrcoitnse with those like-mindtd with aur-
selves; be generous and keep ail aur vows
made ta God ; by thîs mens e may grow
in grace and in the knowledgt ai aur Lord
and Saviaur Jesus Christ and se develope
ail tht graces af the spirit.

London, January, r895.

WEEK DA Y WO.RK Oïb MR.
MOODY'S CEUROFI,

CHJCA GO.

The Chicago Avenue Churcli, is flot
simply a place for Sunday meeting, for its
door stands open each day in tht week. It
aleets tht varied needs af varions people.
During the week are praver-meetings and
praise-mtetings [or ail, class-mcttings, social
gatherings af the Cburch and Snnday
Schaol, a woman's meeting and children's
meetings.

On Monday evening the Young Peoples'
Society ai Christian Endeavor occis. Tht
value ai this meeting cannat be toîd-it can
only bc seen ia tht lives ai the earnest
young Christians who go out tramt it, and in
tht lives that are reached tbrough them.

Tuesday evening thene arc various
gatherizgs. Hereii2necroom tht children's
choir is rehearsirg for tht Sunday service,
in another a large Bible class is holding its
prayer-meeting, wilt in still another tht
Boys' Brigade meets.

On Wednesday aiternoon is tht wa-
man's meeting. To many a tîred, hard-
warking ivoman this little spot bas came ta
bc the most sacrcd place an eartb. Here
for a little while she may forget tht toil and
care as she listens ta somne preciaus mes-
sage oflcomiont or cheer fram tht blcsscdl
Word ; here she may speak ai ber burden if
she have ont, an.d he sure ai tht sympathV
and prayers ai tht others ; here she may
bring some ttstimany to tht Lord's goodness,
seime expeience ai answered praver, that
will help the sister next ber, or across tht
way. As they sit together, there, ia tht
quiet room, tht faces graw brighter, and the
tired look steals away as if it had fia place
there. Thteivomtn who carne are flot
simply tht mnembers ai aur awn congrega-
tien but they cornefrrim tht streets and

churchzs ail about, invited and braught in
at firsi by saine young lady(trom the Insli.
tute who bas visited tbem, or perbaps > 7
some onc wbo bas found the place a bless.
ing te hcrsclf. Oe dear littie womian who
is always in ber place near the front said,
I shall always love Miss S-, because she
invitcd me ta the mothers' meeting." Miss
S- is far away now, and perhaps will neyer
know here ail it meant wben she made that
littît cati in ber parish, and lefi *bebind an
invitation tu the meeting.

The children and ,hc babies corne too,
and white thc mothers are in the meeting
thc littie ones are cntertained in the kinder.
garten raoms. There are yauag ladies tram
the Institute ta take carç af tbem and it- is
a pîcasant sight ta take a peep into the
room, jack is in the corner building a
block-house, WilIic and Mary are rolling a
big bail back and forth, jennie is rocking a
doit, and the babies arc sleeping peaccfully
ln their carniages or seated in the laps of
their temporary nurses, looking conitedcly
at picturc-books. t would be bard ta tel
wbich longed most for Wedncsday ta corne,
the womcn or the children.

On Wedaiesday cvening is the rnid-week
gospel service, always wellattendcd and fruit-
fui in resuits. Thursday evening is rcserved
fnr social gatherings and entertajamrents,
These are always fret, and .. il arc welcome.
The regular church prayer.meeting accurs
an Friday evening. It bas berh dcscribed
by anc as the Illiveliest a#prayer.meeting in
the world. A Voung lady said IlUsuiilly
people bave ta be urged ta speak, but here
they must he urged ta stop speaking."

Most blessed resuits corne [rom tbese
week day services ; seuls are built up and
strengtbened in the Christian lite, white
athers are wvon ta the Saviaur.

The children are flot forgotten. The
Boy's Brigade naw numbers two hundred
and fifty members, varying in age tramn
eleven to seventeen, and is under the ex-
cellent leadership af Mr. WV. B. Hiltoni.
There is aise a corps of young men tram
twcnty ta twenty-five years af age named
tgMoody's Volunteers," separated fram thc
Brigade, which is wellattendcd and graw-
ing, and a cadet corps af sîxty tite boys
who arc still too yaung for the Brigade.
About anc hundred girls are taught calis-
thenic drill and.there is a physical culture
class for girls tue aid ta be reached by the
calisthenics. Ail these classes are under
Mr. Hitan's direction.

The Industrial schnol for girls meets an
Saturday afternoons. Ail the classes are
for members ai the Sunday School and culy
those are admnitted. Their aire is flot simply
ta drill and ta teach but ta win tbe children.
They are anip ameans ta an end-tbe. end ai
bringing the young people loto tbe fold af
aur Lard and Savinur Jesus Christ.

A COMirON BXERIBYCB.

Last year there died a Christian minister
eminent for bis abilities and attainments in
several departnients ai philosophy and
literature. His death was preceded by a
graduai declineoai ver a yar. During this
period be said ta a friend wha visited him
that bc (aund pleasure and profit in using
the Psalter as a manual af devotion, not
studying it ciically, but~ turnicg the ivords
of the Psaims inta prayers on bis awn bc-
haIt. What a testimony ta the excellence
ai these wandrous lyrics 1 They were
written thousands ai ycars ago under Syrian
skies and amid the dim light ai an introduc-
tory dispensation, yet they foaish the best
vebicle af devotional exercise which even au
accampli.shed scholar can find. Tbcy
touch thc wholc garant af religious experi-
tact, and always strike a truc note. Au un-
seen hand must 'bave guided the tangue af
the singer se that white what he utters is
certainly buman in expression and charac-
ter, it is aiso divinely appropriate andjust.
Ail is suitable ta man, yct t ellasut
God. What wauld thc believer do in times
of trial and perplexity iithaut the Psalms ?
-Tw Christian lnfcffigcncer.


