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Ther> is no system of governmeant ‘n
either church or state so bad that good
gooill men cannot do a vast amount of
good woking unler it: and thar: js no
system so gool that in working under it
bhad men cannot do a  vast amonnt of mis-
chief. The eominon mistak: o these mod-
ern days is tink:ring at systems, Ingtead
of improving men.

Ten 'th'orusn.ml tijnes  dur:pg the last
few weeks have we all read that thet fin-
ancial troubles :n the United Ntates havae
been largely causei by lack or :aith, or,
as som put it, lack of con tuenc. Thaitlis
no doubt true; but is there any worse
thimg than lack o1 eon “wence ? Ir all
the pecple of any count ry tost con idence
in one amother tha country would £0j to
wreck in a month.

. .

So far the Presbyterian Qurch has
behaved itsel; admirably in regard to the
uniortunate case now pending ‘n Mont-
real.  Of course there will always be a
few who want such matters settled, in a
rather summary wuy, but the great body
of the people ure ‘fwre willlogy to 'wait
and let the law of the Church take its
course In a comstitutional and digni i-d
mannper.  ‘The usual howl about heresy-
hunting talls so flat that .ew journaly of
ciaracter and standing will rajse it,
The I'resbytery can he tru.txd to do hts
duty ; and ther: ig really nothing 10 get
excived wbout.  Our advies to evarybody
I8, Go on with your work.

The Fall Showe will soon be n ullk
blast. We hope the Hon. Mr. Dryden
will keeep his official eye uponthese in-
stitutions and withhola the Provinsjal
grant from all that allow gambling or
mproper practices of any kind on their
grounds. Mr. Chauacey D:pew estimatss
tnat ninety per cent of such erirnes s em-
bezzlewent, breaches of trust, and similar
offences, are caused by gambling. In
cities and towns gamblers try to conceal
themselves; but at the rural show they
range themselves around the exhib’tion
-gate, aml the farmers’ sons take their
chances in  open day. The * fakirs” in
S0me cases are an important part o' the
Fair, -~ Mr. Dryden should proluptly stop
the prov n-ial grant to every show

allows  fakim?' o any K:md to oporato,

It is interesting to note the di feren-e
between the British and Canadian styles
of journalism, in the matter of reporting
meet:ngs. The British reporwer of o certain
¢lass tells you w lether the speaker way in
good form or not, crrvieizes n1s mathod
of delivery, notes the presence or absenca‘
of gooil Do nts, .‘fnfonmsyou as to the
impress’on e made on his audience, and
never ia.ls to say the speech was long
or dull or bright or happy or tedious
or stupid or whatever else ‘the seribe
thought it wns. The Glob> aims at the
British style, in g0 far as good points
arc ccncerned, but the old journal i 80
supromely good-natured thes> days that
it never ventures on - adverse criticism.
The Briﬂish'style is eduentional in its el-
feet. A air, (Mscriminating eriticlsm of
the style of each speaker tihat will ae-
company Sir John Thowpson and Mr.
Laurier on their tours would do a good
deal in the way of Improving our pol-
itieal oratory.
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Not long ago it was quite the thing
to smeer at clergymen for their alleged
tack of business ability.  Ohurch courts
were sald to be places .n whicl 'men
talked but did nothirg. Public opinion
on this ‘matter s rapidly changing. The
other day the Review of Reviews advis-
ed the British House of Comimons (o *“ go
vo sthool to the Assepublics of any of
tine Neottish Charches” and learn how to
do bus.mess.  The adv.ee is good. . Dhe
Ass*mblv of any o' the Scottish Churches
would n:ver degrade itself a< the British
House of Oamtnons did during the wholse
of last se.sion.  Our owa weneral  As.
semibly has mprovead ‘mmensely during
the last few years in the matter of do-
ing busines:. In ten days the supreme
court doas cnore actual business than any
local legislature ‘m the Do:mninfon does in
double that lengtly of tim. The annual
revemue of tihe AssambLy s mugh larger
than that of any Canadian province ex-
cept Ontario, and it is asg large as the
r:veanu? of Ontario was a few years ago.
As a matter of iact, Charch busin.-ss,
thanks to the ministers, elders anid others
who' are attending to i, is done very
much better thaa municipal and parlia-
wentary business s dome.

—_—r———

The Republican party in Iowa has rpe.
lused to make Prohibition a plank in its
platiorm, at the fall elections. Heroto-
iore, in Stute contests, the Republicuns
pledged themkelves to Prohibition ; but
ther: was always a wing of the iparty
that e ther sulked or vo.ed the Demiocrat-
ic ticket, because tihe managers were in
favor o Droliibitory leglsintion. ‘Tho re-
sult ar the last elaction was the "election
ol & Democrat in g strong Ropublicam
State.  The  Republicans coula not hold
their party tog:ther and ke:p a Prohibi-
tion plank ‘m tu i plat.orm;, ant o thy
uropped the piank to save the party.
Dewocratic temperance men might have
saved Proh:bition by voting with the Re-
publicams, but they @:p neoc aw w0, It is
auite within the possibilities that the Re-
publicans will gain nothing by this last
The amti-Proncbition men will of
course cyme back to the iold; but the
stalwart  Probibtionascs aay form o
third party. If this is done, the Demo-
erats are certain to win, and they aie
not in favor o Proh:bition at all. The
aext discovery made by temperance men
may be that dickering witn parties is
about the poorest way to  advance the
renperance cause. When the beople or
a largs majority of them want Prohibi-
tiou, the political parties will vie with
cach other in giving them a prohibitory
1w,

[AENAYICN

The reception that g being given to
Mr. Laucrier, and that which awaits Sir

“John Thempson, will, w2 are sur-, prove

that the people of Ontar.o have no pre-
judice against a man on account o his
religion.  When we say, the people o1
Ontario, we of course except the dema-
goguzs who try to mak: mon Y. or bu-:-
‘ness, or popularity, or secure oifice by
coustantly fanning the embers of sectarian
hate, There are allegel Protestants
whose Protestantisic cons'sts solely in
hat.ng Catholics and in trying to make
somithing out o the histoske aversion of
Protestantism to Popery, and there are
Catlrolies wihose  Catlrolicism Is mainly
hatred of Protestantism.; but these two
classes are not the people of Ontario.
They are, fortunately, bat a small frac-
tion of the peopls. The great, majority
are tolerant, and suy'[et 4 man  worship
his God as he pleases prowvided he doos
not interfere with the gnts and libe:ties
of others. This s the historic ground of
l'msbyterianism, and the strong men of
the Church, lay and clerieal, never th nk
of tak.ng any other. The Presbyterian
Church never asks public favours tor :ts
members on sectarian grounds, and :t
never refuses fairplay to any human be'ng
because he bows at a different altar.
Ours is one of the few Ohurches that oec-
(up.es strong, manly, consistent ground om
this question. We agk no favours and we
£.V& none.
positions in g square, manly fight; and
the supreme court never intrigues for their

Our mea win, wnewr publie

Success, nor whines when they are beaten.
If all the Churches were like the Presby-
terian this country would not be cursed
with so wmany conporate votes.

ARE WE BECOMING CONGRE-
GATIONAL ?

The statement is now often made that,
as a budy, Prishyteriam< ara becomy ng
less Presbyterian in Chureh governm nt
an'l more Congr git'onal. It cannot he
doubted that at the prosent tinia, there
is 'n many directloms. and in Church gov-
ernament among others, a strong tendemcy
towards ind:vidualisny, ap Impaticnee  of
tontrol, an unw:ll‘mgn s: to r.cognize ani
submit to comstituted authority. Tihe
conduct of ‘many congr gations towards
tirerr pastor, aml th- w ak s onany
presbyteries show 'n dealing with cases
of friction between cougregations and min-
sters, yielding to what is often felt to be
thre unreasonable, to use a mild name,
demands of a eclamorous and per:istent
mmority, and dlssolving the pastoral tie,
oten without ramoving the source of
€v.l im the congr-gation, nearly always
to the imjury of vhe minist.r— ase: of
this kind which are by no means infre-
quent, have no doubt givem rise to and
g.v2 some colour of work. as well as to
the charge in question. The action of the
P'resbytery of Toronto the other day in
twio cases which came before M, is  in-
structive as throwtng some light on the
subject under discussion. The Rev., J. M.
Cameron, oi Iast Toronto, pastor or near-
Iy twinty-four y ars of his prasent charge,
and bearing an honorable record, present-
ed his resignation to the Presbytery, and
expressed his desire that it should be ne-
cepted. Commissioners from the congre-
gatoon, ses-lon anl wnpag rs atvended, in-
structed symply not to oppose > resigna-
tior  In this case, the Presbytery de-
clim«< to accept ¢, but in tho ex:reise
of its presbyterinl earc and oversight of
the comgregat.on, amd with a view to
the good oi the Church as a whole, app-
pointed a committee to meet with all
the parties,  an astertala cnore sally
what were the grounds for Mr. Camer-
on’s resignatiom, and wihethe: they were
sufficlent to warrant the granting o his
request and taking so serious a step as
sever'ng the pastoral tle.

Another member of the Presbyte:y, the
Rev. Alired Gandier, of Brampton, ‘s call-
ed by Fort Mass>y congregation, Hali-
fax, and in this case, althmugh th> most
harmvonious relatiome exist bhetween pas-
tor and people, and a strong desire is
expressed by the comgregation that their
paster should be continued amongst them,
yet Mr. Gandier, unable to see the way
of duty so plainly as to cnable himy to
decide, hav&ng put hims=1l and the whole
juatter inbo the Presbytery’s hands, It
determines, with a view to the good of
the Ohurch as a whole, as it believay,
to set aside the desire of the Brampton
congregation and trapsiare r. Gandier
to Halifax. If cases of this kind weps
frequent aud could bpé pointed to, they
would furnish a suff'cient and ~atisactory
answer to the question, are wa becom;ng
less presbyterial and more congregational
in our government, if indeed the question
would have amswer. The action of the
Toronto Presbytery im this case, I8 truly
and wisely presbyter:al, and may well be
instructive to the whole Church. . It
might be said to be an abject lesson to
the whole body, and is well worthy the
attentive observation apd mritation of
all our Dpresbyteries, amd still mo e of all
our comgregations, for 't is usually be-
Cause of their too exclusive, selfsh and
therefore mistaken regard for their own
individual Interests, and their unwilling-
Dees to recagnize and accede to  the
authority of Church courts, which thay
themselves, under God, according as we be-
lieve to the teaching o His word, have
called into existence, and whose author-
ity they have voluntarily agreed to bow
to., that this chamge o our polity be-
coming congregational, has aricen we
fear with too mmeh reason, and which if
it be true, 's to be deeply regretted ang
wisely guarded against.

[Sm;'r. t3th, 1893
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CHRISTIAN CONTENTMENT.

Comtentment is a thing of very gen-
eral of all but un:versal pursu’t, but few
there be that find . Acknowledged thus
to be so desirable, it ik worth while de-
votimg a little thought to it. There
Is, we may say, a comtentment which is
not Christian, as well as samething which
similates, but wihich is mot contentment.
Contentmient is a ratfspal and intelligent
as well as desirable state of aymd, and
rests wpon an intelligible and well de-
fined bas’s. A mere phiegmatic disposi-
tion or tenperament s not contentment.
Neither is an indolent acceptance of things
as they aro., The rorpor of am animal
Borged  with food, the sleep of a bearl
dur.mg winter, is not contentiment, and
neither in man is mental stupor or stoll-
dity, or that dnprassive wihich
Iﬁrt‘h-inig can disturb.,

There is, however, a real contentiment
which we may call natural, as distinguish-
ed from Christan, It arlses from a cer
tain 7!appy temperament. or coms.ti.tuti()?l
of mind, the sound miad in the sound
body which s proo: against the common
ills of Ife. Somp npas blessed with aB
irrepress'ble hopeTulness, a capacity for
seelng always the bright side of thipgh
of fnding something gomd in everybody,
®OMe compensat’on for every evil, so that
they live always m g state of sweets
happy matural contentment. Thig i jound
more ‘gemerally !n the earlier part
an ordinary liietime, bofore' the spirit
have lost their buoyaa. ¥, and hope ha$
been too oiten deceived or betrayed. It
Is also sometimes found in old age, and
then nothing n the natural mam is more
beautiul. But masguch as this has 00
necessary eonnectiom with God or diviné
things, it Is not Christing, It is thi®
close nml conselpus conneetion with, and
restimg upon God mhich distinguished
Christian contentment from all its count
terieits. The Apostle Paul furnishes & -
bright example of 't, and well expresses
t wihen he says, “I have learned ®
WEtSGEVer state | am. therewith to D€
content.”” The seeret of this happy .statt
of mnd lay in letting his requests ®
everything be made knowm to God MY
brayer and supplicatinn with thanksgiV
img, and having done this, the peace ol
God that passeth all understanding, Kkept
his eart and m:ng through Christ Jesué:
This kind of contentment is truly and dis
timetively Ohristian, It has a rationals
intelllgible, and abiding foundation I
the character of God, as revealed to W
in His word as our Father in  heavem
and all that the rame amd eharacter 0f
Father imfplies, brotector, provider, g‘lﬂde;
especially s this 8o when we algo knoWw
that our Father in heaven s infinitel¥’
wise, power.ul and gool. Faith 185
hold of this, and ‘s, so to speak, the
mian-ward side or ground oi Christian con”
tentmbnt.  Paul belng Labitually in thi®
frame, could say, “I have learned in
whatsoever state I am, therewith to beé
tomtent.””  “I kmow both how to be abas
ed, and I Kknow how  to abound every-
where, and in all things I am imstinet
both to be full anq to be hungry, both
to abound aad to suifer need. I cun €0
all” things  through Christ  which
streny theneth me.” 7his contentment hasé
a sol.d, abiding and suffi‘i.ot oundatiod
to rest upon at all tmwes and under all
circumstances.  So Paul and Silas with
ieet fast ‘n the stocks 'm the jail at
Phil'ppi, and backs'bleeding and raw with
scourg.ng, could still sing praiges to God.
For Paul to live was Christ; to -~ die
was gam: living or dying, he was the
Lord’s.  Se wus it wirg paxid, -+ The
Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want,”
and with Job. *“ The Lore gave and the
Lord hath takom away, blessed he the
name of the Lord.

It is n Christ that God comes to U8
most elosely, andl work in us thig bless-
ed state of mind. It Is through Christ
Jesus that the peace of God keeps . OUF
hearts and minds. Ang naturally th-€
happy frame of mind extends beyond
earthly things. This is the first step
0" that which i higher and batter indeed
towards casting all our earthly care nponp

(dulness




