
j1rcultIVtan i niJLi1o.x ]ut)

AT 5 JORDAN STREET,

Teris: $2 Per Annum in
AI)V1RTISING RATE5.-Undeiy3 tnonh%

3 mnoi-th$, S Petrl'ne; 6 monihs, S1-75 pet une s
tharged nt les ihan tive line-. None other than u
taicen.

TORONTO, WEDNESDAY, DE(

M ILD weather, lack of sleigbing, a short bar-
vest and other causes bave produccd finan-

cial depression i certain linc.s ai business. Unless
we have cahier wvather and betttr roads there is a
strong probability that the year will close a little
duhI ini business circles. It is humilîating ta think
that the deprusàion wihl produce inore btringency in
cha~ritable and religiaus work than in an>' other
departmient ai human activity. Bctweenl the pres-
cnt hour and the second da> ai next january there
will flot be anc mai in Canada who will deny him-
self onie glass oi iquor because business is dhI and
money scarce-just think ai that.

C"%OMINENTING on the split in the Wamaîî's
Christian Temperance Union of the United

Stts the Christian-at- Wop k says.

W'e have onhy ta repeat what we have said before; we
think the Union would accomnplish better wark by letting poli-
tics alone, and devotîng itsclf ta the work of enforcing the best
temperance laws, and otherwise remnedying the great evil ai
intemperance. The best way for temperance workers is ta
work irrespective cf party lines ; in no other way can they
secure the help of the best elements cf ali. parties..
This witness is true. If there is any courting ta be
done et the political parties court the temper .nce
workers rather than the temperance workers court
them. When the temperance people lhave worked
vp a powerful~ public opinion in favour ai their cause
the politicians will not be backward in seeking their
suppôrt. It is much better to have the politicians
look for temperance support than to- dick'er with
tbem.

TH E death ai Jefferson Davis recalls a some-
Twbat udicraus incident that occurred a feu'

years ago in the General Assembl>' ai the NJorthern
Church. A delegate froin the Sonthern Churcli was
addressing the Assembly an the question ai Union
and trying ta show that the time for Union bad nat
yet camne. Amang other points ta sustain bhs posi-
tion be made the following one, wvbîcit did not turn
out well: II Last year when you met at Springfield
you adjonrned and went in a body ta visit the grave
ai Abraham Lincoln. Now suppasing the Churches
were ta unite and the united Assembly met in a
Soutbern city, hou' would you Northcrn men feel if
we asked yau ta adjonrn and visit the grave ai Jef-
ferson Davis ?" The rhetorical pause that folhowved
wvas broken by an eIder u'bo ansu'ered in a thin,1
shrîll voice, IlWe would go most willingly. sir."
just what tbat eIder meant may neyer be knowi. but
bis language would easily bear mare than o.-'e
meaning. It is needless tasay that it brought down
the house.

OVER in the great cit>' ai New' York the Pres-
0byterians take their theahogical discussions

easy. At a recent meeting ai the Presbyterian
Union of that cit>', a party ai four hundred ministcrs,
eIders, editors, prafessors, college presidents, dis-
tingnished laymen, ladies and a few ardinar>' peophe
dined for two bours and then listcned while Drs. Pat-
tan and Briggs read elaborate papers for and against
Revision. .Êftcording ta the New York Evange/st-
no mean autlaority on sucb m1atters-the dinner- was
too good, too ricb, toa elabbrate and hience noces-
saril" twice too long." Though the goodhy com-
pany sat down about seven o'clock iL vas twenty
minutes tu ten before Dr. Briggs began bis paper,
the reading ai whicb took fiity-five minutes. He
ivas nat in gqpd voice and wvas not well beard. Then
aur aId iriend-,,President Patton, took the floor against
Revision and lOuilt up an argument wbich tbe Chrtst-
ian-at- JWork bays rivalled the best efforts ai sncb
lawyers as Choate, O'Connor or Evarts. Tbe com-
pan>' enjoyed the battle ai giants imimensel>' and
went bomne in guod humour. This mode ai carrying
on a theological discussion nia>' startie some ai aur
conservative rcadcrs, but wvas it not much mare
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scmythan an angry littie wrangle in which
Cisin dçoctrinc is discussed in a mos4t un-Christian

spirit ?_______ ___

T 11 E advocatcs of organic union of the Churchies
might do a worse thing than ponder over the

following sentences from Mattlxctv Henry:
Christians should be one in affe-tion whether one in ap-

prehension or no. This is always in their power, and always
their duty, and is the likeliest way ta bring them nearer in
judgment.
E xactly. The more they niake of the unity that
nloiw cxits the nearcr thicy will corne to organic
union. Mr. Macdonnell once said, if corrcctly re-
ported, that lie %vould consider the country ready
for a prohibitory law wvhcn an ovcrwhelming maj-
ority of the peuple stopped drinking without any
suicli Iaw. Thiere %vas a wvorld of good sense in that
rcrnark, and the principlc involvcd applies cqually
«cIl to Cliurcli union. Whcn Christian people of

ail denominations treat cach othecr as they oughit to
do organic union will corne, if Christ ever intendcd
it to corne-but it %vill flot corne a day sooncr.
There arc a good many people neither bigots nor
foolq stronlgly- of the opinion thiat discussing organic
union in Conféences, Alliance meetings, and sirn
ilar plact.;3 does vcry little, if anythiog, ta hclp union.
As; an illustration thicy point to tht rinceting of the
Dominion Alliance iii Toronto the other day, and
ask, Flow muchi did that discussion and the carres-
pondence whichi followcd do to promote union ?

MR. W. L. KELLEY, of St. Paul, was a mem-Mber of the recent Catholic Congress at Bal-
timore, and wve quite agrre with the Intelligencer
and other religious journals in saying that bis
speech on the school question wvas wise and patriatic.
Mr. Kelley said:

No one but a madnian would advocate the destruction of
the magnificent system of Anierican public schools. In thenm,
as in the HoIy Church, is taught the absolute equality and
brotherbooci of man. Bring back ta their tcachinq positive'
religion, sa, that the children may appre.ciate the fatherhood
of God, and we have the perfect school. Practically there
are but four divisions of the American people in religion-
Catholics, Protestants, Israelites, and unb2lievers. A system
perfectîy adapted ta the division was far from any impracti-
cability, and it would yet be invented and applied.
Lractically there are but two divisions of the Cana-
dian people in rcligion-Catholics and Protestants.
\Ve lave verv fewv Israelites, and it is not likely
that the unbelievers will be a very powerful factor
in the settlement of any question. A fewv Catho-
hics hike Mr. Kehhey miglit do a world of good in
Manitoba just nowý if they wvould corne forward and
deciare in favour of the middle course. Our
fricnds there would, no d jubt, meet tbem, balf vay,
and the question wvould soon be the Middle Course
vs. Secuharism pure and simple. The best thing,
perhaps, indecd the onhy thing, to keep out pure
secularism, is unity of action among those who
want religious instruction. Prolonged strife about
the kind of instruction or the manner in whîch it
is to be given, would be almost certain to irritate the
body of the people until a majority would rise in
their miglit and stop the strife b>' decharing in
favour of a purel>' secuhar system.

THE deaths of Dr. Hatch, Dr. Elmslie, and
TDr. Macfadyen in quick succession have led

ta somne vigorous discussion on the question af minis-
terial labour. In each case premature death was
due ta overwork. Each man is said ta have been
doing the %vark of three men and when disease
came there %vas no strength to resist it. In a very
able article. under the heading " Over-warked, Over-
worried," the Briishz Weekiy says:

In anycase it is the church that ought ta guard its minis-
ters' health. With the churches cursed by lazy ministers we
have the dcepest sympathy. But the tendency in these days
is ta, over strain. Every minister, ta begin with, bas much ta
suifer. The finest natures are ofter., allas 1 the most sensitive,
and a word of discouragement will do mare ta caçt them
down than many expressions of lave will ta cheer. Then the
truc pasior has a share in every bitter cup put ta the lips of
bis people. Then there is the labour af preaching-great
and dificuit as it is noble-pastoral aversight, which must
not be neglected ; and a share ini the work ai tk rmanifold
societies and agencies, etc., that spring up ini every vîgoraus
church. Many a man goes on takmng hîs share of aIl these
wîth hardly a ward cf recognition, till at last he succumbs,
and blind eyes are apened for an instant. What sins are donc
through ignorance 1 How long ihe poar cf England have-
suffered in grîm, blind silence : what tragedies of hunger and
shame have gone on behind the scene-work of fine shaps ;
and even no,, light niakes its way slowly, and better days
tarry. Sa in aur churches we have vet ta cxpel the deman ai
selfishness, and these noble martyrs have noi died in vain if
the spirit of earnest thoughttulness and consideration is
awakened by their graves.
Churches cursed- by 4iz& idle ministers are certainly
objects of s3impAthy, bLffsome sympathy, should be
kept for the wife and children of men who faîl at
their post in: middle life. The demon ai selfishness,

the demon of unreasonableness, the demon of fault-
finding, the dernon of demanding services that na
man can give without imperihling his health, the de-
mon of riagging overworked ministers by others who
never did an hour's honest wvork for Christ them-
selves-the sooner these and several other demons
are cast out, the better for the Ohurcli. It is the&,
Church's business ta cast them out. As a mere mat-
ter of finance it does not pay ta lose Elmnslies at
forty-onc.

THE BOSTON CONFERE'C'E OF THE
E VANGELICAL ALLIANCE.

T WO years since a Christian confcrence wvas held
in Washington, at which leading representa-

tives af the Evangelical Churches in the United
States were prcscnit. The subjects discusseti werc
af presenit day import, and the efrccts ai that confer-
ence wvere admittedly af a valuable kind. Judging
froni the reports af the meetings just hield at Bos-
ton, extending over thrce days, they wvere at least
equal in interest and influence if thecy did not sur-
pass those of Washington two years aga. At most
of the Býoston meedings Mr. William E. Dodgc pre-
sidcd, and in his opening address-one ai great
power-the key-nate wvas given and the subscquent
praccedings wvcre in barmany w~ith the spirit ex-
pressed ini the president's introductory speech. It
wvas cbaracterized by a prafound conviction ai the
truth and power aofthe Gospel. " Everywhcre," he
said, " people àre rcstless and looking for a higlier
good and a fulir brotherhood af man. We be-
lieve that ta t4~ Church ai God is cammitted the
grand mission of' bringing ta aur jNn land, and to
ail nations the message af love and peace. We be-
lieve that Clirist's lufe and Christ's ords-simple,
tender and strong-can touch and change the hearts
ai ail men. AIl rangs, aIl superstitions, ail selfish
ness and injustice will disappear before their gentle
power."

Dr. A. J. Gardon, tvhose recent visit ta Toronto
bas left pleasant meniories, delivercd the address ai
welcorne. It bad the strength, tenderness, and var-
îety characteristic ai hîs mode ai address, and wvas
happily expressed. Sa far as reports indicate, there
wvas littie time wasted in the expression af vague't
sentiment or impracticable suggestion ai co rporatc
unity.' The general character of the papers read and 4

the discussions that followed wvas of a practical sort.
It is surely significant that so many at the present
time are dirccting their attention ta the social pro-
blems ai the age. Men ai diametrically opposite
schaohs ai thoughit are earnestly pandering questions
they consider as vitally important. The eagerncss
with wvhich these subjects are being discussed b>'
scientists and artizans, by arge-hearted Christian
phîlanthropists and extreme radicals, seem ta bear
out Mr. Dodge's statement, ' Everywhere people
are restless and laokîng for a bîgher good." In
keeping with this it is noticeable that several ai the
papers read and flot a few ai the addresses
delivered related ta same aspect af these pressing
social problems.

Proiessor Ely, ai Johns-Hopkins University,
speaking on " The Needs of the City," remarkcd
that the two great needs were religion and national-
ism, wvhich he blended into Christian socialism. In
the course ai bis remarks he showved that these cx-
tended over a wide range as the follawing brief
synopsis will show:-

The means of education, which shauld be liberally pro-
vided and which should for the mast part be gratuitausly
oifered.. Play-groundc, parade-grounds, play-rooms, and
gymnasiums. Haîf ci the wrong-doings af young rascals in
cities is attributable ta the iact that they have nu innocent
outlcrt far their animal spirits. Free public baths and public
work-houses, like those which in Giasgow have proved sa suc-
cessful. Public gardens and parks and gaod apeu-a.ii music.
An improvement ai artizans' dwellings and the housing of the
poor generally. Complete municipalization af markets and
slaughter-houses, renderîng food inspection casier and mare
thorough. Organized medîcal relief, rendering medical at-
tendance and medicines ---essible tri the paor witbant a
sacrifice of self-respect and independence. Poor relief ought
ta be better organized ; almsbouses should be work-houses and
work-houses should be industrial schools. Improved sanitary
legislation and administration. Great strides have already
been miade in this direction, but probably the urban death
rate among cbildrenocf the poor under five years of age cautl
stili be reduced ane-halL A better regulation of the liquor
traffic where its suppression is impossible. Municipal savings
banks. Such institutions have produced most gratifying re-
sults in many German chies. Deposits should be invested in1
city bonds and ather good securities. The investment in city#
bonds would tend ta give depasitars a realizing sense of wbat
they have at stalce in municipal government. Ownership and
management by the city af the natural monopolies of a local
character, like electric lights, gas works, street car lines,
docks, etc.

Dr. Strang, secretary ai the Alliance, followed,
remarking that in the city best and warst met, and
from it radiated the mast powerful influences for


