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unity and activity than were peusible In former days,
In refzrence to the abstract question of union in the
Methodist Churches, and in ourev 3, there was really
po difference of opinion, Only when practical matters
of detaii had to be considered, divergencies arose
when the larger question, union or no anion, waskept
steadily before the minds of debaters, and when they
4t the responsibility resting on them ways of adjust-
ment speedily opened up,  The progress of Methodist
Uolon thus far is a verification of the proverbial ex-
pression—* Where there's a will there's a way.”

Io certain quarters there 1s a disposition to deal
somewnat severely with those who took strong ex-
ception to the basis of unton. Thera is a disposition
to regard them as antagunists to union. Thereisalso
an inclinatlon, since the vast majonity of Methodist
membersarein favour of union, to constder those min.
jsters who contended for a somewhat different basis as
obstructives, and to Lold them up as being swayed by
filiberal and unworthy motives. Now such a view of
the position taken by them would be superficlal and
uufalr, Nothing could have been more injurious to
the practical working of United Methodism than had
all those with doubts and d.fliculties been overbome
and carried into the unton without an opportunity of
freely stating their objections, These very men ren.
dered most effective service by the part they took in
theunion debates. The various obstacles—mainly re.
lating to details—were brought to the light, and the
test of full and free discussion ; and now that such has
beea the case most people will be thankful that all
debatable points came up for conuderation at the
proper time.

Asto the supposed differences between the lay and
clenical mind and the decided supeciority of the former
which some profess to see 1n the union debates in the
Methedist churches, it 15 not so very apparent that
they exis?. Business men from training and habit are
geaerally disposed to take a practical view of every
subject presented for their consideration.  Ministers,
becauss of their training and habit, look at a question
on all sides; they are disposed to look at the specu-
lative side as well as the practtcal, The result ts that
between them a thorough and comprehensive undere
standing on complicated questions 1s more likely to
be arrived at than if either body alone had considered
it. This consideration strengthens the opinion that
in all questions of Church polity, clergymen and Iay-
men ought equally to participate—a principle that
Presbytenianism has acted on from the beginning,

There are some decisions come to by the nego-
tiating churches cleurly 1n the nature of compromise,
The chief of these relates to the office of Superinten.
dent, This compromise 1s made to meet the con-
dition of affairs in the Methodist Episcopal Church,
Most likely after the consolidauon of the churches
and a short experience of the working of the proposed
plan, a less anomalous method wul be devised.  ft is
not without significance that the Rev. Mr., Parker, of
Chatbam, in the course of debate, said that “he
strongly objected to the general supetintendency
clause, In every revival the Church organization and
polity went after Presbyterian and not this Episcopal
form/”

A very gratiiyipg circumsiance connected with the
Methodist union discussions is the adnurable spirit
in which they have been conducted throughout, There
has been the fullest and freest expression of individual
opinion. There bas been keen and earnest debate,
but nothing unseemly bas marred the progress of the
movement hitherto, and there is now almost no room
for apprehension, Speaking the truth in love 15 a
most appropriate exercise m ecclestastical assemblies,

Great and lasting good may he anticipated from
this union of Canadian Methodism. In the past it
has exercised an mportant and bencfidal influence on
the rebgious Lfe ot the Canadian people, It has
accomplished a great work by «us self denying pioneer
nussionary labour. Conceatration of energy will
enable it to continue in this direction. While, along
with other branches of the Christtan Chucch n this
Dominion, it wll be able to do more for the edifica.
tisn of the people in the larger centres of life and
acuvity. The duty of providing religious ordinances
tor awellets in spassely settled regions is very impor
tant, not less so is the duty daily becoming more in
cumbent of seeking out the lapsed and lapsing onsas
who are crowding in no insigaificant nuymbers into our
towns and cities, We hail with satisfaction a united
Methodism and wish it God speed. May our own
Church vie with it in friendly rivalry {or the spiritual
well-belng of the land. Their aim and owrs ie the
same, that this Canada of ours may be in reality, as
well 23 in name, a Christian nation,

THE CALL TO DR, XiING.

The services in St. James’ Square Presbyterian
Church last Sabbath possessed more than ordinary
interest, Inthe moming Professor McLaren preached
an able and impressiva discourse on Ps, cvil, 7, and at
the close by appointment of Presbytery cited the con-
gregation to appear for their interests at a special
meeting to be held on a5th inst , for consideration of
the call recently addressed by the General Assembly
to Dr. King as Principal and Professor of Theology
in Manitoba College. In the evening at the close of
the service Dr. King made the following statement
to the congregation °

My D1ear Brethren, You have been informed this morving
by the representative of the Dieabytery of the decision to
which I have been constiained to come in telation to the
Assembly s appoiniment of me to be Principal of Manitoba
Lollt?e anu Frulessot of Theology these, and you may cea.
sonably expect to teceive ftom me some statement as to the
ground: of a deciston, which very many of you, probably
all, indeed, regset.  The considerations whica have weighed
with me are briefly these 1= Finst, the college 13 an unques-
tionatle necessity to our Charch, and to the intercsts which
it is called to guard in that past of the Dominion. You will
bear tn mind that thete 1s no provision made tn Manitoba
by the Siate, simslar to that which exists 1n Ontano, fut the
highet educauun of the youth, nut s ay likely 1o be made.
Accotdingly the chusches bave compelled to undertake
it. The Roman Catholic Chuich and the Anglican Church
have cach : them large tnatituttons in Winnipeg for this
purpose. 1 welve years ago our own Church established a
sumilar iestituiion—une which, aotwithstanding the difficul.
ties with which it has had to contend, has tendesed important
service 1o the Church and to the Province. I am constrained
to regard the maintenance and development of this institu-
ton as & nccessity to the inierest 1o that countty commatted
to us as a Chusch, and should the countsy advance in popu-
lation, as it is expected by those best informed to 1o, it may
become under proper direction a means of {acalculable bless.
1bR.  In addition, the provision for giviog theological edu-
catiwn wihin the Lrunince may be eapecied to have the
effect of leading manyto give themselves to the work of the
wmioistry who might oot under other circumstances have
thought of it. Second, the college for one reason or another
1510 an extremely criucal condition. It s unnecessary to
Fo 1oto full details onthis puint.  Itissufficient to say, limit

ng myself simply to the financial aspect of the question,
that it islabouring uades anindebtedress of at least $351,000,
and that even with its tnsufhicient staff and equipment, s
annual expeadnuie 18 two vt three thuuwsand dollats abuve
its income. Itdoes not need much sagacity to see what this
state of things portends. U'nlessa speedy changeis effected,
the doors of the college must be closed. It ts the belief of
the friends 1n \Winnipeg that the future of the institutioncan
be sccured vuly Uy the appuaniment of sume une to its head
whuse presence and effurts in co-ope ration with those of the
extsting professors, might secure for it a degree of support
which it has been hitherto denied.  Third, the General
Assembly has, with eoure unammity, designated me as the
petsun whum o desires tu andeitake this wutk.  Were all
the circumstances considered, I think it is open to doubt
whether 1 making this appointment it pave the matter all
the consideranion which 1t deserves, and especially whether
12 had fall regard tu the smportance of the pusition which 1
am husuused tu fill here.  Aad 1 have uften wished duiing
these anxious and perplexing weeks that it were in seseion,
and that I might have the benefit of its mind in the light of
what this copgregation might have to advance ia segard to
the claums of my present sphete.  This was, however, unat.*]
tainable. lcoulzr only, lgcrefow. at the last moment sa
that I did not feel at liberty to decline the position to whi
the Genezal Axscmbll had called me with such absolute
unanimity, and un behalf of the acceptance of which there
was not uply s call, but the other considerations which 1
have stated. I am fully aware of the risks which I run and
of it sacntice which I am ealled to make ; a sacufice not
of income and comfort only, but, what I feel teafold more
keeniy, of the puvilege of leading yuur devotiuns, of pro-
claiming tv you the word of life, of ministeriog to you in

our seasons of sickness and bereavement, in a word, 1n
L:mg the trusted pastor and guide of a corgregation with
which the best part of my life has been spent, to which I
owe so much, and which anyone might be pioud to seive,
But the Church of Chnist 1s built on sacnfice, and I have
felt at liberty to decline it at the Church's call, I do not
ask you to believe that 1 have taken the wisest course, 1 do
not claym nfathibality fos the action of the Assembly, or for
my uwn, which s based on it. I know you will gise me
credit for haviog taken what appeated to me to be the path
of duty, and that you will believe the sorrow, which the step
has caused you, 1s fully shared by me. 1 can only trust that
should the L'resbytery giwve effect to my decision, and my
wuik be pesmated (o cunlinae for @ few yeas wa the acw
spbeie, the ceanli by the Llessing of God may be such as ‘o
relieve my course of the aspect of folly, which 1 fear it wears
to some of you to-night. Be sure, at least, 1t has not been
taken through disregard of your affection or in indiffierence
to your interests.

ACKNGWLEDCMENTS, - Rev. Dr. Reid has receivad
the following sums for schemes of the Church, viz:
Acnonymous, Mount Forest, for Home Mission, $;,
Foreign Mission, $5; a Friend of Missions, Moore,
for Forelgn Mission, Formosa, $1; a Bible Chris-
tian friend, Hamilton, Foreign Mission, Formosa,
$1; Bertha Martin, Gloucester, for Foreign Mission,
Formosa, filty-three ceats.; V., Vankleekhill, Forelgn
Mission, Formoss, $10; a Friend, Paris, Foreign Mis-

sion, Formosa, $10.

BNDOWMENT OF KNOX COLLEGR,

I+ seems proper that, from time to time, information
shsuld bo given respecting the resulis of the canvass
arw Lying made, in accordance with the instructions
ol the General Assembly, for the endowment of Knox
College.

It will bo remembered that the College Board alms
at ralsing $200,000. This sum might be expected to
yield annually for the support of the college about
$13,000 ; or within less than $1,000 of the present an.
nual expenditure. Some slight supplemeat from cone
gregational cotlections would still be required, even
were there no iacrease of the teaching faculty, a thing
which is much needed. Those who fear the effect of
complete endowment as tending to separate the college
from the living sympathies of the Church, by making
yearly appeals onits behalf unnecessary, will thus sea
that no evil of this kind is to be apprehended, No cag
who recognises the importance of an educated ministry,
and who has given the slightest atiention to the finan.
cial position of the college, can doubt that something
should be done to improve its revanues ; and it is hera
stated with thankfulness that, so far as the canvass
has proceeded, the response to the sppeal of the Gen-
eral Assembly bas been Joyal and hearty. Should the
congregations yet to bo visited do thair part as well
as those already canvassed have done, the sum named
by the Board will, I think, be secured. It ls not
doubted that they will do so; for, not to mention
other considerations, their sense of fairness towards
their brethren will not allow them to decline their
share of a common burden, and their love to the
Chburch and a Gospel ministry will make them for-
ward in this necessary work. Nothing can be less
intelligent than to object to the present movement
on the ground that we have too many colleges ; for,
should 1t be possible in the future wisely to attempt
any combination of theological schools, the success of
the present scheme cannot put any barrler in the
way. Even were all the theological schools of the
Church united in one, the endowment fund would
be small compared with that of Princton or Unlon
Seminary.

It is to be remembered that in order to realize the
sum named by the college board, the subscription list
would require to be ten or fifteen per cent. in excess
of that amount. On any large subscription list a cet-
tain measure of loss is inevitable,

We give a Ust of the places canvassed, with the
amount srbscribed in each. Innearly all these places
additions will be made to the amounts; in soveral of
them, as Hamilton, Chatham, Fergus, and Stratford
the canvass is aot nearly completed ¢

Subscription of James McLaren, Esq., $50,000 4
Toronto, $36683; Hamilton, $6,175 (incomplete)
Ottawa, $3 457 (incomplete) ; Guelph, §2,957 (incoms
plete) ; St. Catbarines, §2,430; Brantford, $5,713;
Belleville, $502 (incomplete) ; Kingston, $503 (incom-
plete) ; Galt, $3,306 (incomplete) ; Seaforth, $1,561 3
Chatham, $1 440 (incomplete); Fergus, $1,514 (in-
complete) ; Stratford, $1,000 (incomplete); Acton,
$8035 ; Perth, $1,072; Smith’s Falls, $722; Carleton
Place, $677 ; Pembroke, $217 (incomplete) ; Clinton
(one subscription), $300; Almonte, $135 (incomplete) ;
Arnprior, $60; Scarboro’ $2,000; Georgetown and
Limchouse, $887, (incomplete) ; Nassagaweya and
Campbellville, $718 (incomplete); Baltimore and
Coldsprings, $704 ; Thames Roadand Kirkton, $683 ;
Flamboro’ West, $583 ; Strabane, $275 (incomplete) ;
Alma, $509 ; Bethesda, etc,, $483 ; Egmondbville, $261 ;
Beckwith, etc, $208; Delaware, $209 ; McKillop,
S171 ; White Lake, $135 ; Port Dalhousie, $110 ; Don-
ation, etc., $285 ; total, $125,449.

Some places have probably been canvassed in ac-
cordance with presbyterial arrangements, from which
roturns have not yet been recelved. Thereturns from
these places will be published as they are reported to
Dr. Reid; and the brethren who are coaveners of
presbyterial committess, or who are assisting In the
canvass, are respectfully asked to report without de-
lay, as congregations are visited.

Treasurers in the several localities are especially
1equested 1o remuung moneys always to send a list
of the names from whom payments have been re-
ceived. The neglect ot this would almost certainly
result in confusion and loss, Was, CAVEN,

Torosito, 7tk September, 1883,

CHRIST crucified, risen, ascended, is tha contre and
circumference of our Christian theology.



