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Cuavren 1.
#lis entrance on his professional duties—Remarkaole
change in his views and conduct, and the incident
thatoccasioned it—Reflectionon the foregaing cvent.

Mr. Ricuvoxn appears to bave entered on the
ministry with the desire and aim of discharging its
important daties in a couscientious and cousistent
manner 3 aod manifested such propriety of conduct
m his moral deportmont, aud in the genoral duties
of his new charge, as 1o procure for him the charac-
ter of o highly re.pectable and useful young clergy-
man.  Afier f;o had resided at Bradiug about two
ypwrs, # most i:mportant revolution took place in his
own views and sentiment  which produced a strik-
ing and prominent change . the manner and matter
of his preaching, as well as the genornl tenor and
conduet of his ife. The change referred to, way
nut & couvession {rom innnovality to morality < for
he was strictly mora! in the usual acceptation of the

srm. Newther wis it a conversion from heterodoxy
to orthodoxy ; but it was a conversion from ortho-
dovy, in newme zud profession, to orthedoxy, m it
spirit, tendency, and influence. But before we in-
dulge in any {urthee ramavks it is necessary torecord
the occurrence to which we have alluded.  About
1wo years after he had entered on his curacies, one
of hits college friends was on the eve of takiug holy
ardenrs, to whom a acar relative had sent Mr. Wil-
borforce’s ¢ Practical Christianity.” This thought-
less candidate for tho momentous charge of the
Chiristian ministry, forwarded the book to Mr. Rich-
aond, requesting him te give it a porusal, and o in-
form him what he must say respecting its contents.
in compliance with this request, lte began to read
the book, and found himsclf so decply mterested in
its contents, that the volume was not lid down be-
fore the perusal of It was completed.  T'he night was
spent in reading, and reflecting upon the important
truths contained in this valuable and impressive
work. In the course of his er.iployment, the soul of
the reador was penetrated to its inmost recesses ;
and the effect produced by the book of God, in in-
numerable instances, was in this case accomplished
by means of a huinan composition. From that pe-
riod his mind reccived a powerful impulse, and was
no longer able to rest under its furmer impressions.
A change was effected in his views of divine trath,
as decided as it was influential.  He was no longer
satisfied with the creed of the speculatist—he feit a
conviction of his own state as a gwity and condemn-
<d sinuer, apd under that conviction, fzc sought mercy
at tho cross of the Saviour. There arose in his mind
u solemn cousciousness that, however outwardly
morai and apparemly irreproachable his couduct
wight appear to men;, yet within, there was want-
ing that entire surrender of the beart, that ascenden-
<y of God in the soul, and that devotedness of life
and conduct, which dist"aguishes morality frem holi-
ness—an asseat to divine truth, from its cordial re-
<epiion into tho heart; and the external professi n
af religion, from its inward and transforming power.
‘The impressions awakened were therefore folowed
by a transfer of hus time, his talents and his affec-
tions, to the service of his God and Saviour, and to
the spirtual welfare of we flock committed to his
caro. But shile his mind was undergoieg this in-
svard process, it is necessary to state how laborious
%ie was in his search after truth. The Bible became
tho frequent and carnest subject of his cxarminativn,
prayer, aud meditation. s objoct was fontes hau-
zire sacros—to exploro truth at its fountain head or,
én the cmphatic language of Scripture, “to draw
water out of the wells of salvation."—/sa. xii. 3.
From the study of tho Bible, he proceeded to a
minute examinatior of the writings of the Reformers,
vhich, by a singular coincidence, came into his pos-
scssion shortly after this period : and having from
these various sources acquired increasing certainty

tas to the correctuess of his iecent convictions, and
stability in hotding them, he found what the sincere.
and consciontions inquirer will alwass fud, the
Truth; and his Leart being interested, he learut
truth through the heart, and believed ity beeauso he
Zleie,

His own account of the effect produced on his
mind by the perusal of Mr. Wilberloiee's buok, wil!
oxcite the interest of the reuder. Speahiug of hix
son Willierforee, ho remarks :(—

“1le was hantized by the name of Wilberforce,
in consequonce «f my personal friendship with tha
individual, whese nawme long has heen, and ever will
tre, allicd to all that his amiable, and truly Christicn.
That gendeman had aheady aceepted the oflice of
sponsor to one of my daughtes; but the subsequent
birth of this buy, alturded me the additonal satsfac-
tion of more famuliariy associuting lis name with
that of sny fanuly. But it wasnot ue tio of ordina-
ry friendship, nor the venceratwy which, in comon
with multitudes, 1 felt for the pase of Wilberforee,
which induced me to give that name to my child:
there had, for many years past, subsisted a tie be-
tween myscllaud that much-loved frieud, of a higher
and more sacred charvacter than aay other which
earth can afford. I feel it tu be a debt of gratitude,
which I owe 10 God aud to man. o take this affect-
ing opportunity of stating, that to the unsought and
uncxpeeted introduction of Mr. Wilberforee's book
on *Practical Christianity’ 1 owe, through God's
merey, the first sacred impression which 1 ever re-
ceived, as to the spiritual nature of the Gospel sys-
tem, the vital churacter of persenal rehgion, the cor-
ruption of the hwnan heart, and the way of salva-
tion by Jesus Christ.  As n young miisbster, recently
ordained, and just entrusted with the charge of two
paristies in the Isle of Wight, 1 had commenced my
labours too much in the spint of the world, and
founded my puebli¢ instructions on the erroncous no-
tiuns which prevailed among my academical and
literary assoctates.  ‘The seriptural principles stated
in the * Practical View, convinced we of my error:
led me to the study of the Scriptures with an earnest-
ness to which 1 iiad hherto been a stranger; hum-
bled my heart, and brought me to seek the love and
blessing of that Savieer, who alone can ufford a
poice which tho world cannot give.  Through the
study of this book, I was induced to cxamine the
writings of the British and Foreigo Reformers. 1
saw the coincidence of their doctrnes with those of
the Scriptures, aad those which the word of Ged
taught me to be cssential to the welfare of mysell
and my flock. 1 kpow too well what has passed
within my heart, for now a loug period of titne 5 not
to feel and to confuss, that to this incident I was m-
debted, originally, for these solid viewsof Christizm-
ty, on which I rest my hope for ume and eternity.
May 1 not, then, call the honoured author of that
hook my spiritual father? and if my spiritual father,
therefore my best erthiy frend 7 The wish to con-
nect bis namo with my own, was natural and justi-
finble. It was a lasting memorial of the most im-
portant transaction of my hic: it still lives aimdst
the tenderness of prescut emotions, as & sigual of en-
dearment and gratitude ; and I trast its character is
jmperishable.”

‘e nough Mr. Richmond's mind and beart were ex-
pericnemg the remashable change that has been re-
corded, it is necessary to state, that tho regularity
and decorwin with which he was proviously discharg-
ing s dutics, farexcocded those of inany other win-
isters.  If then, notwithstanding thesc exertions, be
was st conscious how much %ho fcll short of the
standard of ministerral faithfulness and zeal, and the
requirements of personal holiness: may we not ask,
what ought to be the convictionsof those whe evince
a farless degree of earnestuess, where the claims are
precisely the same, and the obligations to fulfil them
aro equally binding? If he felt the need within, of|
a more operatne pnuciplo of divipe grace, 2s the
only genuine source of inward and external holiness:
what must be their state, who, with groater deficien-
cies, experience no conflict of the mind, no sceret

s misgiviugs of the conscience ! If, in his acdent w
"quiry atter truth, ho meditated over the sacred page,
and exnloted the volunmous writings ofthe Reform-
ers; wi s thew responsibility who restin a systew,
wil,ut an endeavour to ascertain its correctiness 3
whe ive to the woild the hours saered to prayer
and study ; or who appropriate their time o ex-
clusively to abjeers which, however praiseworthy in
themselves, are not suiliciently identified with their
profession,  ealeulated to promote their adyance-
ment m grace and holiness?

The principal error in Mr. Richieond’s Yormer
views, couststed in this, viz., that they were deficient
m the grawd chavacteristic features of the Gospel.—
Not that ke disbelieved a single doctrine whuh the
Gospel inculeates 3 but his conceptions were far frony
bemg defimte, clear, and comprehensive.  They
wanted the elevation and spivituality of e Chrisnaa
system. ‘They were founded more on the standard
of morality, than on that of the Gospel; and there-
fore were defective as it respeets the motive and end
of all human actions, the two esseutial propevtics
that constitote zn action acceptable in the sight ot a
holy God. A Heathien may be moral, a Clwistian
must be more: for though true religion will ahvays
comprise morality, yet morality may exist without
religion. ‘There was a confusion also in his notion
of faith and works, and of the respective offices and
design of the law and of the Gospel.  The Saviour
was not sufficiemly exalted, nor Jie stuner humbled ;
aud there was wanting the baptism of * the Holy
Ghost and of fire—Matt. jii. 11. His sermons,
partaking of courss of the same character, were dis-
tinguished indeed hy solidity of remarkz, foree of ¢1-
pression, strong appeals to the conscitnee, and a
real and commendablo zeal for the interests ¢ n.o-
rality ; but they went no further.  As regarded the
great enid of the Christian miniswry—rthe consension
of immertal souls—they wero powerless; for morai
sermons can produce nothing but moral effects . amd
1t is the Gospel alone that is * wighty through God to
the pullng down of the strong holds of sin: aad
bringingr tnlo caplivity every thought to the obedience
of Christ.”’~-2 Cor. x. 4, 5.

DIVINITY.
REY. DANIEL WILSON, A. M-

Texr, Galatians v. 16~20.—~This I eay then, Walk
the Spint, and ye shatl not fulnl the Just of the nesh, &¢|

The great feature of the Christian character,
which the Reverend Preacher brought under the
attention of his hearers, from this important pas-
sage of Scripture, was that of Christian hohness,
the freit of God's Spirit operating upon and nflu-
encing the heart of man. It was a subject he ob-
served, peculiarly appropriate to the Festival of
Ascension, which the Church has so recently solem-
nized—for the gift of tho Spirit the ascending Sa-
viour promiscd to his disciples; and appropriated
also to the Charity for which he pled; K:r 1wis the
graces of the Spirit that wedesive to be tho instru-
ments of planting and rcaring in the hearts of these
children.
The Preacher described and treated of—first, the
works of sin which the Christian is to deny; second-
3. the fruits of holiness which bo is to produce ;

hirdly, the grace of God by which he is cnabled to
produce them.
First—the Christian fulfils not the lust of 1tho
fle<h s once ho walked evea as others, who are
w.*out Christ, fulfilling the desires of the flesh
and of the mind : but now, being truly converted 1o
G ho denies the lusts of the flesh. Hy denics
~nirst, the grosser vices, such as adultery and for-
nicarion ; vices which the heathens thought so light-
ly o1, and which provail, alas! to an awful extent
in countrics professedly Christian.—Sccondly, he
denics the dispositions from which they spring = un-
cleanncss, lasciviousness. Vice cherished in the
heart is soon reduced to practice. This ho resolutely
denies, He casts from him the incentives 10 vice,
vicious books, &c. He fleeth from tho places in




