LN

200

"PLEASANT HOURS.

o~

LESSON NOTES.

FOURTH QUARTER.
STUDIRS IN TIIR LIFR OF JRIUL

LESSON XII ~DECEMBER 23.
CHRISTMAS LESSON.
Matt. 3, 1-11, Mcmory verses, 4-0.
GOLDEN TEXT.

‘Thanks be unto God for his unspeak-
g gltt—2 Cor. 9. 16.

OUTLINB.

1. Thoe Light of tht Star, v. 1, 2,
2. Tho Light of the Scriptures, v 8-6.
3. The Light of the World, v. 7-11
Time.~The very ond of B.C, 6, or early
a4 BC. 4,
LESSON HELPS,

1, ** When Josus was born'~—Not on
the preclse day or wouk or montb, but in
¢ heral connection with his dirth The
»iar may have appeared before his birth,
and tho wise men may have spent months
on their journoy. * Wise men from ths
cast "*—Probably from Persia.
12gond glves thelr names as Caspar,
Meleblor, and Balthasar. Such men
aTe called in Danlel Magl, They
werg students of the stars.

2, ** Whero I8 ho"—Pagan his-
torfans tell us that the whole world
o! antiquity bad for many years
beog looking for & Saviour, who was
expocted to como as a King of the
Jews. Even tho Chines¢, who were
quite shut oft from tho world of
Greok and Ruman and Hebrew, were
=0 {mpressed by this hope that thoy
sent messengers westward to greet
the coming King. Misslonaries of
Buddhism met thess messengers,
and by thelr means that religion
was jntroduced into China. “ Born
King of the Jows *'—Not made king,
us Herod had been, but king by
birthright. “We have seen "~—Far
awgy In Pergia. Betblehem saw
nelther the etar nor the Babe for
whose sako the star ghcne, * His
star "—Very possibly a nfraculous
uppearance, but we know nothing
at all about it  Rhese men were
sincero astrologers. According to
tho rules of their superstitious art
tho star led them on thelr journey
That astrology itself has since been
proved to be a delusfon bas no bear-
ing at all on the story. God makes
uso of men°: superstitions and blun-
derg, as well as of their knowledge
and wisdom. -

8. *“ He was troubled *"'—Fearipg a
révoit against his own rule. * All
Jerysalem with him "—The Jerusa-
lem of that day would fear & rule
of justice more than 2] the cruolties
of Herod, Strange that, while the
Megstah was born, not six miles off,
Jerusalem geots her first news from
strapgers coming from perkaps a
thoysand miles distant. No wonder
the city Is excited through sll fts
depths."~Whedon.

4. “ Chiet priests”—The higk
priests and heads of the priestly
order. ' Scriyes "—~Students ared
interpreters of the law. Taken to-
gether in this way, the Sanhedrin
{8 probatly referred to.

5 ~ Written by the prophet --
Wiitten ay Micah centuries before,
and well understood by all students
of the Scripture in that day.

8. *“ Among the princes"—The
word in our Qld Testament version
I8 * thousands,” which were smaller
divislons of tribes, und each of
which had {ts own ruler or prince.

7. ¢ Privily "—Secretly, so that it
might not be known. * Diligently *—
Here meaning precisely, exactly. ‘“What
time - So that he might know the age
of the child. “~ So long as any one lived
“ho was born in Bethlebem between the

earljest appearance of the * star® and the

Uime of the arrival of the Magi he was
not safe. The subsequent conduet of
'erod shows that the Mag! must have
told him that their earliest observation
o! the sidercal phenomenon had taken
Place two years bofore thelr arrival in
Jerusalem.”—Edersheim.

8, 9. “YWorship "~While saying * wor-
ship " he was meaning to sldy. * The
slar—Which had disappeared for a
ime,

10. “Thoy rejolced"—How different the
feeiing of these Gentile seogers from that
ot the Jews of Jerusrlem !

11. “When thay were come "—From
Tuke 2. 39, it hss been fuferred that
soon &ftter tho birth of-Jesus the holy
family returned to Nazareth  If suck
was the case, they muat have come back
to Bothlohom onoe more. “ Treasures”
—"Chests or bales in which the gifts
had beocn carrled Quring thelr journey.”

—Alford,  Gifts"~The orientals al-
ways bring gifts when they visit kings or
great personages. *' Frankincense, and
myrrh “—Fragrsnt and costly gums, ob-
tained from trees and used in sacrifice.

HOMB READINGS.

M. OCbhristmas Icsson.~3fatt. 2. 1-11,
1u. Herod’s cruelty.~—Matt. 3. 12-28.
W. Simeon and Anna.—Luke 2. 25-40.
Th. Prophecy of Christ.—Iea, 9. 1-7.
F  8ent of God.—1 John 4. 9-19,
8. Tho Hving word.—John 1, 1-14,
Su. Revealed to shepherds.—Luke 2. 8-18.

QUESTIONS FOR HOMB STUDY.
1. The Light of the Star, v. 1, 2,

What did the star of Bethlehem an-
nounce ?

To whom was the star sent ?

Whom do these strangers represent ?

What spiritual lesroa does the guld-
ance of the star teach ?

‘Where did the wise men go for infor-
matlon ?
2. Tho Light of tha Scriptures, v. 3-6.

How did tho nows of the Saviour's birth
affect Herod ?

What steps did he take to find Christ ?

Did tho scribes know where the Mes-
slah was to be boran ?
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A Christmas Carol,
BY DINAH MABIA MULOCK ORAIK,

God rest ye, merry gentlemen; let noth-
ing you dismay,

For Jesus Christ, our Saviour, was born
on Christmas Day.

The dawn rose rel o'er Bethlehom, the
atars shone through the gray,
Whon Jesus Christ, our 8aviour, was born

on Christmas Day.

God rest ye, littlo children; lot nothing
you aftriglt,

For Josus Christ, your Saviour, was bora
this happy night;

Along the hills of Galiles the white flocks
sleeping lay,

When Christ, the Child of Nazareth, was
born on Christmas Day.

God rest ye, all good Christians; upon
thls blessed morn

The Lord of all good Chrlstlans was of
8 woman born;

Now all your sorrows he doth heal, your
sing heo takes away;

For Jesus Christ, our Saviour, was born
on Christmas Day.

OHRIBTMAS IX THE XITOHEN,

Why did the wise men seek Jesus ?

Why did Herod ?

How long before Christ’s birth was his
ccining prophesied T .

Upon what event did all of the Oid
Testament teaching rest ? c
3. The Light ¢¢ the World, v. 7-11.

Weat did Herod counse] the wise men
to do ?

What did the wise men do when they
fcund Jesus ?

Can any better advice ba given ?

‘What did the 01d Testament prophets
say Christ was to be to this world ?

‘What did Christ say he was to the
world ?

Glve gome Instances In which Christ
bas been *light ” to the world ?

‘What must be the feeling of every true
bellever In Christ 2 Qolden Text.

PRACTICAL TEACHI IGS.

Where in this lesson do we learn—~

1. Thzat the ends of the earth shall re-
torn to Christ?

2. That wicked men cannot succeed in
thelr plans ?

3. That we owe the best we have to
our Savlour ¢ -

Santa Olaus on the Train.
.BY HENRY Q. WAISH,

On a Christmas Eve an emigrant train
Sped on through the blackness ot night,

And cleft the pitchy dark in twain
With the gleam of its flerce head-light.

In & crowded car, a nofsome placa,
6at & mother and her child;

The woman's face bors want’s wan trace,
But the little one only smiled,

And tugged and pulled at ner mother's
dress,

And her volce had a merry ring,
As sha lisped, “ Now, mamma, come and
guess
‘What Santa Claus "1} bring.”

But sadly the mother shook her head,
As she thought of a happler past;

" He never can catch us hers,” she saldq,
“ The trair s going too fast.”

* Oh, mamma, yes, he'll come, 1 zay,
So swift are his lttle deer,

They runs all over the world to-day—
¥ll hang my stocking up here!

She pinnued her stocking to tho seat,
And closod her tired cyes,

And soon she saw each longed-for sweet
In dreamland’'s paradise.

On a seat behind the little mald

A rough man sat upart,

But a soft light o'er his features played
And stole into his heart.

Asg tho cars drew up at a busy town,

The rough man left tho train,

But scarce had from the steps jumiped
dowp

Ere he wag back again,

And a groat big bundle of Christmas joya

Bulged“out from his pocket wido;

Ho glled the stocking with sweets, and
toys

He lald by the dreamor’s side,

At dawn the Ifitle one woke with a
shout,

‘Twas swest to hear ber gleo:

“I knowed that Santa would find ms out;

He caught the train, you geo.””

Though some from smwiling may scarce
refrain,

The child was surely right,

The good Saint Nicholas caught the train,

And came ghoard that night.

For the eaint I8 fond of masquerade,
And may fool the old and wiss,
And so he cams to the little maid,
In an emigrants’ disguige.

And he dresses in many ways because
He wishes no one to know him,

For he never says, I am Santa Claus,”
But his good deeds always show him.
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| Favourite Books
for the Youn
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" CHILDREN'S
Favourite Classics

Printed from new plates on
fino paper. Fully illustrated, in-
oluding coloured frontispiece and
vignette title in each volume.
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18M0, CLOTH, RLGULAR PRicE, TEC.
OUR PRICE, &0¢., postpaid.
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Alice’s Adve . K
s mys &tg%elf in Wonderland

Black Beauty. By Anna Sewall
Oarrots. By Alrs. Molesworth.
QOuckoo Olock. By Mra, Molegworth.
Pesp of Daﬁ. 2
Tanglowood Tales. By Nathanie!
wthorne, :
Through the Locking Glass. By &
Lewis Carroll. 5
§ Water Babjes. By Charles Kingsley [
Woxéger'Books. y Nathaniel Haw- &
urne. :
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| Iotber Goose Series

i Handsome Cloth Binding. Illam-
d inated Covers. Size 6fx8f inches.
i A geries of Profusely Ilustrated

Books for the Young.

¢ Pustisnenr’s Price, 80c.
2 Oun PriCK, KACH, Moy 3Bc., PoBTRALD.

Mother Hubbard's Melodies.
Mother Goose’s as.
Puss in Boots, ana Other Stories.
The_Sleeping Beauty, and Other
Stories.
Little Bed Riding Hood, and Other
Storias.
Jack the Giant Killer, and Other
Stories.
Jacks a?rciie?e Beanstslk, and Other
Cindarella; or, The Little Glass
8lipper. £,
Bomslttg a;z;-d the Beast, and Other &
Alsddin and the Wonderful Lamp,
Postage Paid.
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WILLIAM BRIGGS,
Mcthodist BookT:t;:gn&bunM’ng House, 5
C. W. COATES, S. F. HUES X8
Moantreal. ! Haﬁfax.m -
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