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THE AMARANTEH.

and just at this time arrived theinvitation from
Margaret. While his father was preparing a
few instructions, he, in hasty though most
affectionate language penn~d 2 note to ¥Miss
De Vere, stating the circumsicnces which had
occurred, and that he would necessarily be
absent some days. Having folded and sealed
it, he was at that instant called by his father
who had fin'shed writing his instructions, and
desired to mount his horse, which a servant
was holding saddled and bridled ready at the
door, and away. As he mounted, he hastily
said 1o the servant, “Take a note you will find
on my table and leave it at the house of Canon
De Yere,’—forgetiing, that in the hurry of
the moment, he had neglected to dircctit.  The
servant finding no other than that, tookitand
arrived at the house of the Cancn at the very
instant that he opened the door, to proceed on
his way to church for the afternoon service,
and 10 whom hedelivered thenote.  Onbreak-
ing the seal the Canon +as surprised to find it
addressed to his daughter, and still more so at
the stile of address.  Had it been simply “To
Miss De Vere,” or any ordinary mode, he
would have closed and given it, without read-
ing, to her.  But his curiosity being excited by
the address, the evident haste in which it was
written, and the absence which at first he
noticed, of any direction, induced him to read
it to its end.

The cffects on the Canon by the contentsof
this note, were of a character altogether dif-
ferent to those generally produced on persons
who anexpectedly make discoveries of a similar
nature; no sudden ombreak of passion, no
feeling of anger toward cither of the partics
concerned ; hat a train of reflections sneceed-
ed. which caused him 10 consider, if any onc,
himself the person on whom blame should fall.
The tecollection of many past circumstances
now came upon him, which, though he wit-
nessed them, at the time of theiroceurrence he
then thonght nothing of; he now percaved
their cause, and cannexion with the snbject of
his present discavery. He remembered the
cmbarmassment of Margatet and Lionel on the

of his proposition, that L2ond] shonld
visit, for the parpose of singing with her; the

a passionate and firm affection ;—he lament
his past want of caution, and resolved for
future, to endeavour to exercise adouble sha

Thus determined, his first step was 1o dy
cover, if possible, how far this intercourse h:
been carried ; and the most prudent course
adopt, in order to bring it at once to a terminy
tian in the least possible painful manner.-
When the Tanon returned home, he fou:
Margaret arranging the apartment as &
usnaily did, when expecting Lionel on any
the wisits by her father’s special invitation.
Carefully and anxiously regarding her, wi
out allowing her to notice it; he enquired
according to his request, she had sent an
vitation to Livnel. She replicd she had d
s0, and he had sent a verbal message, that
wntten answer would be returned, that no
had been received by her; but nis she suppos
that some mistake had arisen, or that Lion:
had afterwards deemed a written answer w
necessary, as she still expected, so she inten?
¢d to be prepared to recerve him.  The intex
tion of the Canon being to discover the sta:
of her heart, with regard to Lionel; in a mad
ner purpesed to impress her with an dea thyl
somethung dreadfal had happenced tohim, sag
“T fear we shall not sce Lionel this evening’
A deadly paleness overspread her countenars)
as she trembling and anxiously enguired t)
reason. ‘“Have you not heard,” replied be
father, * that arcumsiances have occure
which have obliged him suddenly to feave |
city?’  Scarcely had he finished the questuor)
when, asf an arrow had passed threugh be
heart, she uttered a merang shrick and #
apparently lifcless a2 tus feet.  Greatlvalare
cd and agated, the Canon maused, placed be
en a couch and wiolently ninging the bell.1
man servant appeared who wasdespatchedix
aphyscan, whie the Canon, assisted bya
female domestic, endeavoured by cvery measy
i thar power 1o restore his daughter to am
mation. The physaan, whose residence was
botat a short distance, arrived before they has
accompliched her restoration to conscionsanss:
tu by proper treatment he soon succeeded =
so domg. At first she opened her eyes, gaud
wildly around the apartment as if in search of

extmordinary dulight and warmth of fecling
which she exhibited on his first visit, and, add-
od to these, when he considerad the affection:
ale, ardent and amiable dispositions of both,
the oppoTiunities he himself had allowdd. by
suffering them to be so much ia cach athors
company with none hrside, for an atiachment
enagendered in youthful fricndship to ripen mto

syme par ohject; then fixed her gaze
long and sicadfastly on her father, thenoniie
hy Atlast g suddenly torecot
lect the canse of her present condiucn, ho
bosom heaved convulsvely and a wolent ficod
of tears came 10 her vehefl  Whilen this state
she was, by order of the physicun, removed
to her chamber; and he, presenbing and prow-




