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necessary, for appearance’ sake, to hold a
court of enquiry, and that the result of said
enquiry was, not a disproof of excesses having
been committed, but merely that there were
extenuating circumstances. Another point
worthy of remark in this general order is the
invitation held out to the Canadians to turn
traitors. By thus stooping to invite men to
commit & most dastardly action, the Ameri-
can General decidedly lowered his own and
the character of the troops he commanded.
We have found, however, that the same
course was adopted on every ocension when
temptation could be extended, and from this
fact the only inference to be drawn is that
the Americans possessed no very keen sense
of honor themselves, and, perhaps, from not
knowing what honesty meant, were also in-
clined to give others credit for not being
burthened with the commodity.

The force asscmbled by General Brown,
go far as we can gather
from the various Ameri-
can accounts, amounted to at least & body of
three thousand regular infantry, besides
about a thousand voluntcers and Indians,
making in all a force of some four thousuand
one hundred men. This number included
four hundred artillery and a squadron of
dragoons. Besides this regular force there
were, according to James, “between Eric
and Lewiston, the Ist regiment of infantry,
a regular rifle corps, and from two to three
hundred volunteers, under Colonel Swift.”
These two bodies mustered collectively five
thousand strong, and even this is not all, as
the militia of the district are not included,
vor the regular force which Commodore
Chauncey was expected to bring from Sac-
kett’s IIarbour. It is clear, then, that Gen.
Armstrong expeected that the attack would be
made by « force of atleast ten thousand men.

General Brown's foree.

Fortunately for Upper Canada, these over-
whelming numbers were prevented, in con-
sequence of Chauncey’s not acquiring a su-
periority in Lake Ontario, from uniting, and
the two divisions which crossed the strait
did not much excced four thousand men.
Even these numbers, however, were fearful
odds when the strength of their opponents is
considered , the British troops mustering,
tlong the whole Niagara frontier, only seven-

teen hundred and eighty rank and file, out
of which number, too, the garrisons at Foxts
Erie, George, Missisagu, and Niagara must
be subtracted, leaving an available foree of
seven hundred and sixty regulars at General
Riall’s disposal. To this number must,
however, be added three hundred sedentary
militia and as many Indians, in all thirtcen
hundred and fifty men to oppose an invading
force of four thousand, General Riall was
compelled, besides, to almost strip the forts
of their garrisons when marching against
Brown at Chippewa.

It appears as if Canada owed almost as
much to the incapacity or differences of the
American commanders, a3 was due to the
sallantry of the troops. We have shown
that this was the fact iu previous invasions,
and it would appear that the present attempt
did not furnish an cxception. This conclu-
sion may he deduced from the fullowing ex-
tract from General Brown's memoranda of
occurrences in the campaign of 1814, on the
Niagara :—

“ Toward the evening of the 2nd, General

Ripley {the sccond in command) appeared
to be much discomposed. Ile ohjected to
the division made of the transports, and
complained that he would not be able to cross
with sufficient force; that the principal
fighting would be above the fort where he
was ordered to land, and that he had seen
lights during the night and smoke during
the day, for some time past. Gen. Brown
endeavoured to satisly him, but in vain. He
(Ripley) tendered his resignation, which was
not accepted, as the General was inflexibly
determined that the army should cross agree.
ably to the arrangements he had made.”

Itis difficultto understand on what grounds
the American General could have hased his
ohjections. By their spies the Americans
were fully informed as to the smallness of
the numbers that could be mustered against
them, and, in fact, they were in this instance
too well served by their spies, by whom they
were led to believe that the British did not
amount to one thousand men, regulars, mi-
litia, and Indians all included. That this
was the case was proved by General Brown
dividing his force, in order to prevent the pos-

sibility of the garrison at Fort Erie escaping.



