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Side Lights oii Stamps.

Leaving it to the enthusiastic special-
ist to exult ov'er somne 3tamp, îvlxch (by
the aid of his perforation guage) lie has
ascertained -to beý notchcd along one of its
sides to the scale of nearly 1-3 instead of
the normal i23.•; the intelligent and tho-
ughtful philatelist will diszz'er in lis
Album a veritable treasure-houso of infor-
mation, ýuaf.olding to his mind a sort ýof.
dioramic.procession.a-chronicle of many
of the *most importànt and striking events
which crowd. the pages of Modern His-
tory.

How instructive and at the sarne timne
how pleasurable it is to trace out in thiii
way the story of the unification of Italy;
the consolidation, of Canada; t'he transition-
from cantonal to federal government in
Sw itzerland; or to, notice ho W large a num-
ber -of stamp-issuinig states bas *finally
becomne mnerged into the German Empire!

But it is not merely with generalties
that ive have -to deal. The internal corn-
motions and poliiical changes of miany
countries are also graphically described;
an-d Spaini will furnish us with a good
example by way of. illustration.

Begin'ing wiiti the year 1850 atid ex'tenl-..
ing onward until i 86 yr ie are confrontbd'
by various emissions of stanips, mostli
bearing the profile of Queen- Isabella,
Tlîough occasîonally the royal- arma*.

But then .a change! The next year
shows tlîe saine starnps in provisional use,
but having the obnoxious features defaced
anýd-oveî-printe4_wi ti the .legend "Habili-
tad.o por la Naction" or (even more expli-
cit and suggestive) "B-abilitado, por la
Junta Rebolucionaria"; in the case of one
partirular commune the head being-first
turned upside 'down, *so, that no indignity
might be wanting. Tiien ive have a reg-
ular issue with an allej-orical -figure;. giv-
ing wav-,y in tbrn to a kind1ly " *çttait durti-
the brief reign of A-made-o., wvho-so keenly
experienced the-bitter truth of the. adage-.
"'Uneasylies the-head that-wears a croNvn."

TMien cornes more alHegorica1 figures;
followed by royal. portraits once agamn in,
the. successive sets of Aiphonso- XII -pos-
sibly indicative of lus so 1rrows and. is
wastjng life, ùÜntil we arrive at anothe.r
ch.nge- which prompts the student to.

That rises like the issue of a ldng,
And wears upon lus baby 5brow thé round'
Anid top of soverignty?"

And thus 've are brought face to face
wit h the present possessor o.ithe 'Spanish
croun-the.only instance in.rnoderni tin'mes'
of one "borne in purple,» a mionarcli froni
the -very mô6merit'of bJLis'birti.'

I'n addition to a]] thie, an 'interesting
side-light is thrown upon. the niarrative by
the Carli àt stamps, Whichtestify-of anoth er
claimnant to the thron',; while thie*ar tax


