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THs BIZE.

{From the Sydney, N. S, Wales, Com'l. Journal]

NARRATIVE
OF THI LNSS O THE SIIP EDINBURGH, BY FIRE.

Tue Ldinburgh was a fast sading barque
of 270 1ons register, manned with n crew of
twelve persons, including the captain, and had
a full cargo of woal, o], and cedar, and two
male passengers for Liverpool.  She left Syd-
ney Roads on the morning of the 18th of
Mareh, and stond on her course, with light
westerly winds.  Daring the day of the 20th,
Cupt. Lyall and the chief officer remarked to
cach athier, that there scemed in the cabin a
closeness in the fechnyg, and a smell as of
something burnt. 1t was not, however, sufli-
cient ta ereate any suspicion of U1e causo. ‘Ihe
remarks were reiterated in the evening, aund
the convercation tursod to the subject of woul
ignitiex, and to aninstanee that eceurred some
eleven yeuss ago, tox ship on hor inmewards
passage, with a similar cargo to themselves.—
Still, howwever, Capt. Lyall retived without the
least a, prehension. Abnut three o'clock next
morning (Mareh 30th.) the chief oflicer came
to the bedside of the captain, saying he was
certain the ship was ou fire.  Captain Lyall
spruns up, and seemyg there was a great deal
of smoke in the cabin, ordered the chiet oflicer
immadiely towear ship, and make alt <ail to
the north.  Hethen opened the largest seattle,
when the smoke rashed ont with a force wihiel
almust overpnwernd him.  Ile, however, e
the scattle chised down agnin, and ealted] om
for ali hands immedittely to clear away the
loag baat, and went on deck, taking up Ius
chrouameter, sextant, chart, and wiiting desk.
The crew soon lowered the boat, and gor into
her two casks of water, 2 quantity of b scu,
aad sixteen or eighteen picces ol pork, with
the captan’s things before meuntioned, and a
compiss, aud also the foretopmast stay.sm',
which they bad cut down to rig the boat, and
a stislding-sail boom to serve for a mast,  In
the mean time, the smoke had so jacreased,
that the chief oflicer in vain attempied to en-
ter the cabin, to save the Ing-haok, and bring
out his watch and sorme of hic elathes. The
heat also became great, and the smoke harst
out in volumes up the companion aud throngh
ths cabin windows, and began to 1ssue from
the aft hatch.  Before four o’clock the heat
had beeome so intense aft, that the man at
the hiclm cried out, he could stand it no longer.
On which Captain L. sent him forward, and
lashing dowa the tiller, remained there himsclf.
The flames now began 1o appear above deck,
and to barst from the aft hatches, and to
spread witl aston’shing eapidity over the ship
The men were, by this time, all in the boat,
and calling on the caprain, for God’s sake to
come away; bat he, with an indeseribable
feeling, kept hingering behind, loath to leave
the ship.  The sen was getting up, and the
captain sceing the daager of the hoat beating
against the ship, took his place in her about 5
o’clock, when they shoved offt  Abour this
moment their [atitude was 44 20 S., und thar
longitnde 163 K. the wind SSE, blowmg
fresh, and the sea running hich, the ship wiuh
frresnil and tapsail cet, standug to the North
abaut two kunots an hour.  They sllowed the
baut to drop astern, and employed themselves
in fitting the mast and rigging the sail. At
seven o’clack, when three miles astern of the
ship. they saw her main and mizenmasts go
aver-hoard about the same time.  Having got
sail on the boat, at cight o’clock they were
agnin up with the ship, and found that the
poop and quarter-deck were bnrned down to
the water-edge, the blazing gaine rapidly for-
ward, and issuing with tremendous violence
from the main hatches, The wind being S.8.
E., Captain L. thought it better to steer N.N,
W.,in the hope of fetching some port of New

South Wales, and at two o’clock, when ahout
six_or cight uules a-head of the ship, they
could sce that her topsail was sull set, and that
she was surmonated by a deep cloud of smoke;
after this they saw no more of her, and they
now stood on their own course, intent only on
smving themselves.  Captan [ had hithierto
found every onc on buurd attend with the ut-
most aliacrity to every command heissued, and
he now found them ealaly and implicly re-
signed to lus every wish.  lle now arranged
that there should be two meals a-day, at half
past eight a1 the mormng, and half-past four
tn the afternoon, when they made the relief
at the helm, and that the chuef oflicer should
lny out the allowance at each meal of one half
pmut of water, a nscust, and a small shee of
pourk, and ordered that he should be first serv-
ed, und out of fourtcen poruons he shounld
have the smallest. "Thraughount thac night and
the next two days the weather was moderate,
and they were ab ¢ to keep their course at a-
bout three: Kuots an hoar.

On the 3d day (IPriday) it rained and blew
fresh, and the sea got up ; stull every thing
went on regolacly with them, and wahoat «
murmur—some alking confidently of falfing
i with a vessel, and ali cagerly bending therr
cyes on the horizon m the hope of steing a
satf—a hope winch the captuin however dis-
couraged, as he knew they weie out of the
tract of vesse's,and wished them to place their
hiopes 1o thewr own exertions and speed.  Oa
Sanday, 3d Apnl, a heavy gale with ram came
ott from the S.E.5 at 5, A. M. a tremendous
sea hraolke over and filled the boat, and she roll-
ed ad was on the point of setthng, but Capt.
123 exelamauon that the next two mntes
wonld decule their fate, urged the men to a
fury of exerton, that seon hehtened the hoat
of the water, and enabled them to congraiu-
late themselves that they were agam buoyant;
but the pleasure of their escape was sadly
lessened when they found that the sea had
washed away every ounce of theirr bread. —
T'hey had, however, ittle nme for reflection
on this subject, fur twice 1n the same mornng
was their boat agawn halt filled by the heavy
sea breaking i gpon them.  About noon the
gale ubated, and for some days they pursued
their course N.W , without any acerdent, run-
mag with moderate breezes from sevenmty to
eighty miles i the twenty-fonr bours.  On Sa-
turday the Sih, they ngam had very heavy
squalls and rain, and the sup sank with the
most dark and threatemng aspect, ana every
wave towered nbove them, menacing instant
destraction.  Sull however their galiant bare-
«que ruse buoyant o’er the rushy seas, and her
crew sat stll and resolute wubm. her fecble
frame. The next day the weather was chan-
ged, and they had light aees and calins, Abuat
nme o'clock, a. s a shark came alongside,
and somne of the salors who have an anupathy
to sharks, struck 1t repeatedly with a0 our, in
order to frizhten it away, but iu this they did
not gucceed, for it clung to the boat with the
most invineible obstinacy 5 on steny this the
Captamn directed them to endeavour to cateh
it by throwing a rope with a runming nouse
over 1, wlich they nmediately did, and cap-
tiared lnm with an case that surprised them.—
They dared not, bowever, tahe hun into the
boat, but cut i as he huug outsude, and took
fim v precemsent. It then aftorded a fuxuri-
ous feast s for after hemyg ten days on salt pork,
1t was a most salutary and refrestung hand of
diet.  They all declared they had seen many
sharks lalled, but never saw one of half the
size caught so unreaistingly, aud it they re-
cognised the intervention of 1ue mvisible band
of Providence, and felt that, theugh fur and
seepngly lett to destruction en  a dreary
acean, they were not deserted by a Divine
Providence. At mid-day they were favoured

by u good observation, and found Syducy
Heads bearing S.W.8,, distuat 150 miles, wih
light airs from the N.F., and boat going W.S.
W.three and a half knotsthe hours At noon
next day the welcome ery was made of a sul
insight, and all eyes were fixed on a sail to
windward, which appeared to be a schooner,
Inying o course usif bound to New Zealand.
All now was hope, anxicty, nnd hustle, and o
red shirt was tied to the top of the mast,
and the schooner’s movements were watched
with pamful trepidation,  But alas ! the sehoo-
uer saw them not; she kept her onward course
and left them to plod their weary, cheerless
way, At anine o’clock vn the mormng of l'ues-
day the Ith, they deseried the lund about
Botauy, and with the wind at Morth they stood
forit. Nextday at dawn, they attempted to
puli, but the captain ordered them to desist, as
he saw they had pot strength, aund it created
i the mea a thirst for water which could not
be nfforded them.  However, about 7 in the
morning they saw a cutter to the N.W,, and
wistantly bore away for her, and about eiglit
came alongside the ¢ Venus' of Syduey, from
Woulingong to Sydney, who rendily supplied
them with a bucket of bread, and advised them
to run for Woolangonyg, which they immediate-
Iy dud, aud about ten o’clock of Wednesday
the 1Sth inst. they huppily landed at that placo
—hassng beew 14 days and 10 hovrs in the
open bunt,  On Saturday the 15th, Captain L.
amd most of the crew embarked in the cutter
* Thowus,” und reached Sydnoy on Svnday.
We caunot close our narrative without expres-
sing our wdmiration of the cool and ster-
g intrepidity and the calm and imperturbed
Judgment ealnbited by Captain L. thronghons
the awful moment of contlngration, and ‘the
days and nights of protracted privation ; nei-
ther can we withhold our praise of wnanly pa-
tience, seaman-lhike perseverance, and quiet
obedience of the gailant erew.  On ivvestiga-
tion we find there can be no doubt that the ca-
lamty arese from the iguition of the woul,
The oil was all stowed in the fore purt of the
ship, andnowhere was there wool within a foot
of an wl cask. If this be the ease, it must ho
an awlul warning of the necessity that every
bale of nwoulshould be re-packed in Sydney,
m order to prevent the possibility of its being
shipped moist. )

THE NEW-LNGLAND COAL MINING COMPANY,

. Tnoucn a antice of a meeting of a company
by this natne appeared some time since in tho
public papers, and excited some degree of cu-
riosity, yet there seemed lo be ro one who
knew the individuals who composed it ; and
though the name of the company was signifi.
cant enaugh of the object of its formation, yet
the community knew nothing of the theatre and
plan of its operations.  As tho result of its ope-
rations ure now pretty geaerally known, and is’
exciting considerablo autention, the (ollowing
facts which may be depended on as substanti-
ally cosrect, may not be unacceptable.

About fuur years ago, Mr John Alexander,
a native of Maine, began to direct his attention
to the study of geology and wineralogy, with
the ntention of mahiag a practical use of the
knowiedge he should acquire. Accordingly,
he expended considerable tinie and mouey in
making oxaminations in Haine for coal aad
other minerals. e becamo engaged with somo
others in boring for coal in the neighborhood
of Partland—the peoplo of that town deeming
a discovery of it oear their lown an object of
the first importance. ‘The experiments of Mr
Alexander in lus own stato not Leing attended
with {ull success, and being certain that if coal
of goond ;quality and abundant quantity could
be found any where in New England, it would

amply reward any on¢ who spent his tjmo and



